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Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

At the end of January I am going to Israel for a week 
with my son Joe. (Sian didn't want to go!) I have wanted 
to go for a long time, and have had a few opportunities, 
but it has always seemed too expensive or I have been 
too busy. We are not going on an organised tour; we 
are flying by easyJet, staying in cheap hotels and 
organising our own travel in Israel. The main attraction is to visit places 
that I have read about in the Bible, to walk where Jesus has walked. 
I have been to Athens in Greece a few times. Just below the Parthenon 
on the Areopagus there is a plaque commemorating a sermon that Paul 
preached there. The whole sermon is included on the plaque (in Greek!). 
It was quite special to be in that place and think about Paul and his 
sermon. I was in Malta on holiday many years ago and visited St Paul's 
Bay, the location where it is believed the shipwreck took place . I also 
visited the site where he was understood to have been imprisoned on 
the island. Again, these were special places to visit. 
I know people who have visited a whole range of places that Paul visited 
and established Churches. It was an organised trip and sounded 
wonderful. I have known lots of people who have travelled to Israel and 
visited some of the places I hope to go to. Several people have mentioned 
the garden tomb and how special it is, others the Mount of Olives. I have 
been warned that several sites are rather over-commercialised now and 
can be a little off-putting. 
As I write this, we do not have a definite itinerary, but we are hoping to 
spend a few days in Jerusalem and also visit Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Galilee, the Dead Sea, and, possibly, Ceasarea. I am sure some of the 
places we visit will be a bit disappointing because of busyness and 
commercialisation, but I am also pretty sure that we will have some 
moments of genuine amazement and wonder as we see things that Jesus 
saw and walked where Jesus walked. 
You may or may not be particularly interested in my travel plans. More to 
the point, you may be wondering why I am writing a letter about a 
holiday I haven't yet taken. Well, I thought there might be people with 
tips as to places I should and shouldn't visit, but more than that, I wanted 
to warn you that there might be endless 'When I was in Jerusalem ... ...', or 
'When I was in Galilee ... ...' or 'When I was on the Mount of Olives ... ...' 
type references in my sermons during the next year! You have been 
warned. Also, you might need to have a few minutes available should you 
decide to ask me about the trip. 
I will try not to be too boring, but I can't guarantee anything. I'm very 
excited. 

God Bless,  Mike
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 3 Jan 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD

Sun 10 Jan 10.30 am CTiC Covenant Service @ Forest High School

Sun 17 Jan 10.30 am JS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am Baptism, JC 
3.00 pm HC

Sun 24 Jan 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 31 Jan 10.30 am JS (HC) @ URC 9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 7 Feb 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD

Midweek Service Times

AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; CTiC = Churches Together in Cinderford;  
EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion;  
JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; 
PE = Parish Eucharist; RS = Remembrance Service; WILD = Youth Group.(Y7 - Y13).

St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Wed 6 Jan 10.00 am HC 
7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 13 Jan 10.00 am HC

Wed 20 Jan 10.00 am HC 
7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 27 Jan 10.00 am CBE

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.

CTiC Service 

The Churches Together in 
Cinderford (CTiC) 
Covenant Service is at 
10.30 am on Sunday 10 
January at Forest High 
School on Heywood Road. 
Please join us for this 
once a year opportunity 
to meet together and 
worship with our friends 
from the other churches 
in Cinderford and 
Littledean.  

There will not be services 
at any of our churches on 
this date.



Cinderford Churches January 2016

News & Views �3

Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
St Eth’s hold a range of services at 10.30 am 
each Sunday. On the 3rd Sunday of each 
month the service alternates between St 
Ethelbert’s and Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
Regular worship at 9.30 am on Sunday 
mornings is in the moderate catholic 
tradition and has a Eucharistic and 
sacramental focus. 
St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 

A Chapel of Ease in Soudley village with a 
similar tradition to St John’s. Eucharist is 
celebrated on alternate Wednesdays at 
10.00 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11.00 
am and 3.00 pm Sunday services. 
11.00 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a 
worship band and children’s and 
youth activities; 3.00 pm services 
are traditional (BCP) with organ. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday 

I’m in a Benefice church, but 
where?  

Answers can be found on page 11.

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 

01594 823462 

  

Our Lady of Victories RC 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

  

Forest of Dean Community 
Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford Methodist 
Church 

01594 825662 

  

Cinderford Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

  

Littledean URC 
01452 760271

From the Registers 

Funerals 
10 December  Gerald Simpson  Forest of Dean Crematorium 
12 December  Myrtle Beddis   Forest of Dean Crematorium 
16 December  Mark Fletcher   Forest of Dean Crematorium 
18 December  Sidney Robbins   Forest of Dean Crematorium

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers can be found on page 11.
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Mothers’ Union Report 

On 30 November, members and friends met at The 

Belfry for our annual Christmas lunch which we all 
enjoyed. 

On 7 December, we held our Deanery Advent 
Service at Holy Trinity, Drybrook led by Rev Robin 

Mann. We joined with the Drybrook, Lydbrook and 
Ruardean branch and members from the Huntley 

MU.  

The theme of the service was “waiting” with hymns 

and readings. Rev Mann read “Wait for It” from a 
book by Margaret Cunliff entitled, “Something for 

the Journey.” This was followed by a short time of 
silent reflection. 

After the service, tea was served in the 
schoolroom provided by the DLR branch.  

We do not meet in January, our next meeting is on 
Tuesday 2 February at 2.00 pm in St Stephen’s 

Church which will be the AGM. 

Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child is a project run by 
Samaritan’s Purse to provide gifts, packed in a 

shoebox, to children overseas. The boxes are sent to 
children in a variety of countries worldwide; with 

boxes from the UK typically going to Eastern Europe 

or Africa. Every year, Bilson holds a packing party in 
late November where all the goods that have been 

gathered during the year are assembled into boxes. 
Each box is wrapped (with the lid separate so the box 

can be checked) and then filled with toiletries, 

stationery, small games, teddies and toys.  

This year we would love to pack 100 boxes as a 

Benefice, so we are getting organised! In January, we 
are focussing on collecting 100 bars of individually 

wrapped soap and 100 flannels. (The soap needs to 

be wrapped for hygiene reasons and for the box to 
pass customs regulations).  

Watch out each month for our next item(s)!! 

Eunice Wilson (826753) is coordinating our efforts 

and will be storing items during the year, so please get 

in touch with her if you have any questions or items 
ready to donate. 

Ladies’ Christmas Evening 

Despite torrential rain, the Ladies’ Christmas Evening on 3 
December was very successful. Around £400 was raised for 

Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Support Service (GDASS) 
through the sale of food and drink tickets, a raffle and 

donations from stallholders and attendees. Ladies enjoyed 

being pampered, shopping, getting into the festive spirit 
and sharing fellowship whilst enjoying the live music. 

Hopefully next year the 
weather will be less blustery! 

St John’s Christmas Concert 

On the 10 December, a Christmas Concert was held in a 
packed church with music from the Bream Silver Band, 
conducted by Phil Turner, and singing by the St White’s 
School Choir. Mulled wine and mince pies were served in 
the interval by members of St John’s church. 

- John Holliday 
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St Ethelbert’s Christmas Market 

St Ethelbert's was once again filled with cheer for the 
annual Christmas Market on Saturday 28 November. 

Despite the unpleasant weather, it was good to see so 
many people and new friendly faces browsing our 
festive stalls. This year we certainly hailed its success 
and a grand total of £950.00 was raised for church 
funds.  

Praise and thanks to our stall holders and individuals 
who supported the event. 

There are lots more photographs of this event (and 
many others) on our website. The link to the 
Christmas Market Gallery is http://bit.ly/ccsecfg 

St Ethelbert’s Celebration of Christmas 

On the evening of Monday 21 December, the church 
was full for our annual Celebration of Christmas. 

It was a delightful evening of singing, readings and 
carols followed by seasonal refreshments; bringing 
together what Christmas is all about. 

Each year we believe that Katherine Hook could not 
improve on the previous ones, but once again under her 
directorship, a varied and fantastic performance was 
enjoyed by all. 

Thank you Katherine, singers, musicians and readers 
for a fantastic evening. 

- Maureen Wheeler 

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel and Bishop Martyn 
• those in training for lay and ordained ministry (Anthea, 

Chris and Richard) 
• Eunice, Linda and Lynne; our licensed readers 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher (in the Philippines) 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) and their 

sons Sam and Aaron 
• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• those who have recently been bereaved 
• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• children, young people and leaders 
• all those affected by leprosy; for early diagnosis, for 

education; for minimising the fear and stigma 
surrounding the disease 

• medical staff working in the leprosy field, especially those 
in Nepal, Bangladesh and Northern India 

• all affected by the crises in the Middle East and North 
Africa, including all displaced persons 

• all those around the world facing persecution, 
homelessness or hunger 

• all those working for justice and peace in the world 
• the worldwide Church, especially those worshipping in 

places of conflict
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Activity and Event Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St Stephen’s Vicarage / Other

Sun 10 Jan 7.00 pm Gospel 
Reading

Wed 13 Jan 7.00 pm people@prayer

Sat 16 Jan 9.00 am - 10.00 am  
BoB Breakfast

Wed 27 Jan 7.00 pm people@prayer 
(at The Blaggs, 30 

Belle Vue Rd)

Tue 2 Feb 2.00 pm Mothers’ Union

Fri 5 Feb 7.00 pm Talent Show

Tue 9 Feb (from) 6.00 pm Pancakes

Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (term time only; restarts Tue 12 Jan) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 5.00 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), Bilson Mission Schoolroom 
 - Craft and activity club for primary school children (term time only; restarts Fri 8 Jan) 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (term time only; restarts Fri 8 Jan; Fri 29 Jan will be 
  at The Wesley)     - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (term time only; restarts Fri 8 Jan) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER, Susie’s House, 23b Dockham Road, Cinderford (3rd and 4th Sundays of the month) 
 - Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food. 
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Mike’s Challenge:  

What do we know about 
Mary and Joseph’s financial 
situation around the time of 
Jesus’ birth? 

Mike’s Question:  
The New Testament refers 
to those who followed the 
star to find Jesus as Magi or 
‘wise men’. What Old 
Testament passage leads us 
to think of them as kings? 

Answers will be in next 
month’s “News & Views” 
but please do discuss with 
Mike in the meantime! 

Answers to last 
month’s ?’s:  

The Old Testament verse 
that talks about Jesus being 
born in Bethlehem is Micah 
5:2, this is quoted in 
Matthew 2:6. 

Reading of Luke’s 
Gospel 

Our lectionary readings will 

work through Luke’s Gospel 

during 2016.  To get a feel 

for the flow and major 

themes of Luke, please join 

us to read through the 

gospel on Sunday 10 

January at the Vicarage 

starting at 7.00 pm. 

All welcome. (No-one will 

be asked to read on the 

night. If you would 

particularly like to read, 

please contact Mike - 

822286). 

St John’s Pancakes 

At Coomb Drive Centre 
starting at 7.00 pm on 

Shrove Tuesday, 9 
February. 

FAN Club Christmas Crafts 

The activity club for children in Primary School restarts 

again on Friday 8 January. The 
club continues to meet at Bilson 

Church Schoolroom on Fridays 
during term time from 4.30 pm 

until 6.00 pm.  

Before Christmas, the children 

had fun making Christmas cards. 
Anyone wishing to join the group, 

please just come along on a Friday 
evening (a consent form needs to 

be completed by a parent or guardian). For more 
information please contact Linda Blagg (822153). 

Pilgrim Course 

Following the success of last year's Pilgrim Course during Lent, we will be working 
through the second book in the series this Lent. We will be starting on Ash 
Wednesday (10 Feb) and meeting for 6 weeks, through to Wednesday 26 March. 

The second book takes us through The Lord's Prayer. You don't need a book to take 
part in the course, but if you would like one, please let Mike know asap. They are 
£5.99 each. 

Meetings will start at 7.30 pm with tea and coffee available from 7.15 pm. Like last 
year, we will be meeting at Rheola House, two buildings down from the Library on 
Belle Vue Road. 

Any questions, please contact Mike (822286). 

Talent Show 

Get out your dancing shoes, polish up your trombone, start practicing those high 
notes; the 'world famous' (?) Cinderford Churches Talent Show is back! 

Whether you are a performer, a talent spotter, or just looking for a good night out, 
put 5 February in your diary and come along to St Stephen's at 7.00pm for an 
evening of fun and entertainment. 

Refreshments provided. No charge, but we will have a collection for the 
Cinderford Trussell Trust foodbank during the evening. 

Big Brew - Sat 27 February - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

St Stephen's will once again host a Big Brew event as part of the church’s Fairtrade 
Fortnight programme. The BakeOff will return with the idea to include as many 

Fairtrade ingredients as possible in your bakes, so get your thinking caps on. The three 

categories this year will be “A Baker’s Dozen,” “Freestyle” and “Bread.” More info will 
be in next month’s magazine! Alongside the BakeOff, there will be lunches, Fairtrade 

stalls, Fairtrade food to sample, craft activities for young people (and young at heart), 
videos and lots of information about the difference Fairtrade makes to people’s lives. 

All money raised will be given to Traidcraft Exchange, see you there! 
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Lectionary 

3 January (Epiphany) 
Isaiah 60:1-6   Psalm 72:10-15 
Ephesians 3:1-12  Matthew 2:1-12 
10 January (Baptism of Christ) 
Isaiah 43:1-7   Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17           Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
17 January (2nd Sunday of Epiphany) 
Isaiah 62:1-5   Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11  John 2:1-11 
24 January (3rd Sunday of Epiphany) 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Psalm 19:1-6 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a Luke 4:14-21 
31 January (Candlemas) 
Malachi 3:1-5   Psalm 24:7-end 
Hebrews 2:14-end  Luke 2:22-40 
7 February (Sunday next before Lent) 
Exodus 34:29-end  Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 Luke 9:28-36 

Dementia Drop-In Dates 2016 

10am -12 noon. Bethel Café, Littledean. (Next to Frydays) 
Help is available from a range of agencies. 

22 January, 26 February, 22 April, 27 May, 24 June, 22 July. 

- Helen Roberts, Village Agent

Getting to Know You … with Linda Ingledow 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? 
Chocolate 
First job?  Office clerk. 
Favourite colour? Red. 
Favourite film? I have so many!! Today, 
“Catch Me If You Can”. 
Favourite actor/actress? Tom Hanks 
and Emma Thompson.  
Favourite season? Summer. 
Favourite book? Pride and Prejudice. 
Favourite flower or tree? Rose and oak. 

If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? Cat - 
they’re God’s best idea ever! 
What would be your ideal holiday? Sunny and warm, 
peaceful, good company, beach … 
Favourite food & drink? Italian. And hot chocolate.    
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small 
village, definitely me - tho’ I suspect I’d probably enjoy living 
within striking distance of the West End! 
Favourite hymn or church song? Currently, “10,000 reasons.” 
What is your earliest memory? Having a jab as a baby. Oddly, 
I remember the walls being green. 
Which living person do you most admire? My hubby. 
Where would you most like to be right now? In bed. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? 
Probably anytime when people worked out how to 
translate to and from other languages - just fascinating 
when there’s not always accurate words. 
First car (and did it have a name)? Fiesta, don’t think it did 
(sorry, car!). 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? 
Probably my little “Sylvie” that I have right now - think I’d 
prefer the money otherwise! 
Best job you have ever had? Being a teaching assistant! 
Worst job you’ve done? Some kind of accounts job where I 
was way out of my depth. 
When were you happiest? Whenever we’re just chilling as a 
family and enjoying each others’ company. 
Favourite TV programme? Spooks. 
Favourite joke? Well, I like Spike Milligan’s nonsense poems, 
does that count? I can’t think of one specific joke just now… 
Favourite Church building? Coventry Cathedral. 
Favourite item of clothing? Jeans. 
Are you a cat person or a dog person? Cat person! 
Most treasured possession? My engagement ring. 
What do you owe your parents? Love, knowing right from 
wrong, my nuttiness! 
Most embarrassing moment? Pretending to faint then 
giggling because I farted!! 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be and 
why? I like my name. My Dad wanted me to be Heidi, so 
that’d probably be my other choice, it’s a cool name!
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Bilson News 

Many thanks to those who helped at our Carol 
Concert, especially Pat Allen and the Belle Vue 
Singers. Also a big thanks to the ladies who decorated 
the church and helped serve refreshments. The 
evening got the Christmas season at Bilson off to a 
lovely start! A very happy and peaceful New Year to 
you all! 

Could anyone in the Benefice who has a Leprosy 
Mission Box please let Lynne Chaundy (825997) 
know, so they can be sent off as soon as possible. 
World Leprosy Day is 31 January, when we give 
thanks for all the work that the Leprosy Mission does 
worldwide.    - Lynne Chaundy 

I Sing Pop 

In late November, Littledean Primary school held two 
performances in St Ethelbert's Church. I Sing Pop is an 
Innervation Trust's primary school singing and recording 
project. All the songs are written from a Christian 
perspective and cover important subjects such as love, 
prayer, friendship, respect, role models, caring for others, 
social justice and forgiveness. It gave the children the 
opportunity to learn an amazing set of pop songs and 
perform a fantastic concert in their local church. 

It was truly wonderful to see the whole school (including 
the 4 and 5 year olds) singing and performing the actions 
while thoroughly enjoying themselves. I am so glad that I 
went to one of the performances.  - Ann Ladd

CTiC Gloucestershire Action for Refugees 
and Asylum Seekers evening 

Adele Owen, from Gloucestershire Action for Refugees 
and Asylum Seekers (GARAS), is coming to Cinderford 
on Tuesday 19 January to talk to members of churches 
in Cinderford and Littledean about the work of GARAS, 
the current situation in the world with regard to 
refugees & asylum seekers, the UK Government's Syrian 
resettlement project and the ways in which people here 
can get involved and help support their work. 

Please join us at St Stephen's Church if you would like to 
know more about GARAS, their work and the ongoing 
refugee crisis. 

Our meeting will start at 7.30 pm. Refreshments will be 
provided. There will be a collection for the work of 
GARAS during the evening. 

Littledean School Christingle Service 

On the last afternoon of term, the annual Christingle Service 
was held in St Ethelbert’s church. Over 100 children, parents 
and friends filled the church with Christmas songs, carols 
and readings of the Christmas story. 

It was an excellent service to end a busy term.  - Ann Ladd 

Thank You … 

… to Pauline and James Dicken for giving a warm 
Christmas welcome to their home on December 17. It was 
a lovely evening filled with friendship, music, carols and 

lashings of Mulled wine and mince 
pies.   - Maureen Wheeler 

Littledean Open Gardens 

Following on from the success of 
opening their gardens in 2010 and 
2013, the brave gardeners of 
Littledean are doing it again.  On the 
weekend of 18 and 19 June, gardens 
around the Parish will be open to the 
public with proceeds going to local 
community projects. There will be a 
range of gardens to wander around 
from small to large, formal to wild and 
flower borders to vegetable plots, 
every one unique. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to show 
off your garden, meet new people in 
the Parish and help out the 
community of Littledean. If you are 
interested in opening your garden 
please contact Allison Aitken 
(allisonaitken@btinternet.com).

mailto:allisonaitken@btinternet.com
mailto:allisonaitken@btinternet.com
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Fairtrade Focus 

Apple & Honey Cake recipe kindly sent in by Jennifer Lang 
Ingredients 
Cake: 
100g golden castor sugar* 
3 large eggs 
70g honey* 
300g self-raising flour 
80g butter 
1 tsp cinnamon # 
3 - 4 dessert apples - peeled, 
cored and diced into small cubes 

Honey Apple Sauce: 
1 cup honey* 
1 cup apple juice or cider 

(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag (#) 
are available as Fairtrade but not from church). 

Method 
1. Heat oven to  180oC / 350oF / Gas Mark 4. 
2. Grease a 20 cm cake tin. 
3. Place sugar, honey and eggs in a mixing bowl and whisk 

with an electric mixer for around ten minutes, until the 
mixture is pale and fluffy in texture. 

4. Cut softened butter into small squares and beat into 
mixture. 

5. Sieve flour and add to mixture, along with cinnamon 
and apple pieces. 

6. Beat mixture until all ingredients are combined well. 
7. Spoon cake mixture into greased cake tin and place in 

hot oven for around 45 minutes. 
8. (Check cake after 25 minutes, if top has browned 

sufficiently, cover with foil to ensure it does not burn). 
9. Test cake with a skewer before removing from oven - 

there should be no uncooked mixture in the middle of 
the cake. 

10.To make the sauce, pour honey and apple juice (or 
cider) into a saucepan and bring to the boil. 

11.Stir constantly until the mixture thickens to required 
consistency.  

12.Spoon warm sauce over the top and sides of the cake 
and serve immediately. 

Did you know??  In the UK we only produce 12% of the 
honey we require. Think of the difference we could 
make if all the honey we imported was Fairtrade! 

Traidcraft Squeezy Guatemalan Honey comes from 
CIPAC, a Fairtrade co-operative in the mountains of 
north west Guatemala. CIPAC has more than 140 
members and sells honey gathered from over 5,000 
hives! The area where CIPAC are based is beautiful, but 
remote, and there are few work opportunities. 

With the increased demand in Fairtrade honey through 
Traidcraft, over the last 15 years the CIPAC co-operative 
has risen from 22 beekeepers to an amazing 200! With an 
average family size of 5 the co-operative supports around 
1,000 people. CIPAC also produce coffee for Traidcraft, 
and the sales of fairtrade honey and coffee are 
transforming the lives of the farmers and their 
communities. 

The 
partnership 
with Traidcraft 
means that 
not only do 
the farmers in 
the CIPAC co-
operative 
receive a fair 
price, they also receive extra support and education. 

Carmelo Samayoa has been keeping bees for 25 years, says 
(of joining CIPAC), “The work is now more economical. 
Before, we were ignorant. Thanks to CIPAC we have 
information on how to maintain the bees and technical 
knowledge. We also have credit when we need it. Honey 
helps to provide education, to feed us, all the needs we 
have. CIPAC pays us the fair price that we need.” 

The CIPAC co-operative have already used the extra 
money they receive from the Fairtrade Premium to invest 
in equipment (providing farmers with beehives to help 
them get set up and grow); build a honey and coffee 
collection centre (this means the farmers don’t have to 
travel so far to drop off their honey); provide educational 
support for children in the community; set up an 
emergency fund (for any unexpected expenses such as 
trips to the hospital); they have also set up a facility to offer 
low interest loans. 

The CIPAC farmers are hoping to invest future earnings 
and Fairtrade premiums to invite other local people to join 
the co-operative, improve their homes (currently earth 
floors and walls - which can get a bit soggy in the rain); 
invest in hoists and fork lifts (each honey drum weighs 
300kg - which currently takes a few strong people to lift 
onto the lorry); continued education for their children and 
more job provision closer to home (so the men don’t have 
to head to Mexico for work). 

Traidcraft’s Carbon Footprint 
Fund has invested in a tree 
planting project for the CIPAC 
beekeepers. The fund gives them 
fruit trees to grow. This not only 
benefits the environment and 
helps to prevent soil erosion, but 
also provides vital nectar for the 
bees (and tasty fruit for the 
youngsters to eat!)
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I’m in a Benefice church, but where? 

The bell ringing system at St 

John’s Church. The steps are 

the entrance to the tower 

where the bells are situated.  

There are eight bells, all are 

inscribed and the 8th one is 

“To the Glory of God the Bells 

of this Church were erected 

by Arthur J Morgan Esq. in the 

reign of King George V, 1927.”

Who’s on the Trike? 

Denise Hargreaves 
Methodist Minister 

Cinderford

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Friday 5 February - 7.00 pm -    
 Talent Show at St Stephen’s 

Tuesday 9 February - 6.00 pm -    
 Shrove Tuesday Pancakes at St Stephen’s 

Wednesday 10 February - 10.00 am -   
 Ash Wednesday Communion at St Eth’s 

Wednesday 10 February - 7.30 pm -   
 Pilgrim Course starts at Rheola House 

Sunday 14 February - 7.00 pm -    
 Healing Service at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 20 February -     
 BoB Day at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 27 February - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm -  
 Big Brew at St Stephen’s 

29 February - 13 March - Fairtrade Fortnight 

Sunday 6 March - Mothering Sunday 

Seen walking around the Benefice, 
but where? 

The Golden Lion Pub, Cinderford
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  

Peter Meredith - 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Nick Jones - 01594 825902 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 01594 822286 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham and 

Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the next 
magazine (articles, photographs or 
would like to enquire about placing 

an advert) please contact 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk  

by Friday 15 January. 

Comments and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily 

reflect the  
views of the Editors, the PCCs  

or the Vicar of the Benefice.

Christmas Around the Benefice 

Various services and events were held in all the churches during December, 

for more photographs (and some videos) please see our website. 

Churches were beautifully decorated, 
wreaths were made, carols were sung, 

candles were lit, prayers were said, 
communion was shared, nativity scenes 

were set up, trees were dressed, people 
dressed up, mulled wine was drunk, mince pies were 

eaten, Bibles were read, choirs performed, 
bands played, Christingles were made, lit 

and eaten; the birth of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, was celebrated!

Christingles were enjoyed at St Ethelbert’s 

(with Littledean School), St John’s and  
St Stephen’s.  A big thank you to all who 

donated to the work of the Children’s 

Society through one of our services.
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