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Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

During the election campaign, I read a letter from a 
Parliamentary candidate standing in a constituency I 
lived in some years ago. He had served as MP there for 
some years and part of his argument for re-election was 
that he knew the people, the local issues and the area 
really well. To make this point, he made the statement 
that there wasn't a road in the constituency that he hadn't walked down. I 
was impressed by this straight away. He didn't live in a rural constituency 
like the Forest of Dean, but it was impressive nonetheless.  I thought it 
was an awesome thing for an MP (or a candidate) to be able to say, but I 
also thought it would be something that vicars ought to be able to say 
about the parish or parishes in which they served. 

I know my way round the three parishes here fairly well and have 
probably been along most roads, but a fair few I have only travelled by car 
and I'm sure there's still quite a few that I haven't visited at all. So, I have 
hatched a plan. I'm going to walk along every road in the three parishes! 

I'm going to get a detailed map of the three parishes and start walking 
along the roads. I will mark off where I have walked on the map and let 
you know how things are going. I don't know how far I will have to walk or 
how long this will take (as I will need to try and find time in a busy 
schedule that doesn't include much walking at the moment), but the area 
covered is quite significant. St Stephen's parish has a Northern boundary 
just above the junction between High Street and Valley Road, but, 
possibly surprisingly, both St John's and St Ethelbert's Parishes stretch 
further North. St John's Northern boundary  runs just below the 
Monmouth Road from Nailbridge to Mirystock crossroads (near 
Lydbrook) and St Ethelbert's Northern boundary is just below Green 
Bottom. St John's boundary to the West runs down from the Monmouth 
Road at Mirystock crossroads to Cannop crossroads (by The Pygmy 
Pinetum). To the South, St John's Parish goes as far as The Barracks and 
below Two Bridges and Bradley Hill. To the East, St Ethelbert's Parish 
extends to within about a 1/4 mile of the Greyhound Inn. So, lots of 
wonderful walking to look forward to! 

Being a Vicar, I will not only walk along the roads, but I will pray for the 
people who live , work and study there.  I am happy to walk on my own, 
but would prefer to walk with others if that is possible. If you would like 
to accompany me, for any distance, even if it's just a few yards outside 
your house, then please do get in touch. If you see me out and about, 
please stop me for a chat (and maybe a prayer) or just say 'Hello'. 
(Although I don't always wear it, I will endeavour to wear my collar when I 
am walking so you can recognise me!) 

Ask how I'm doing and do talk to me about walking together if you would 
like to. 

God Bless,  

Mike
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 7 June 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am Baptism 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Sun 14 June 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 21 June 10.30 am JS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW 
3.00 pm CBE

Sun 28 June 3.00 pm CBE 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 5 July 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Midweek Service Times

AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong;  
FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service;  
MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Wed 3 June 10.00 am HC

Wed 10 June 10.00 am HC 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 17 June 10.00 am HC

Wed 24 June No service 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 1 July 10.00 am HC
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Our Partner Churches 

Salvation Army Forest of Dean 
01594 823462 
www.salvationarmy.org.uk 
  
Our Lady of Victories RC 
01594 833173 / www.forestrc.co.uk 
  
Forest of Dean Community Church 
07975 994224 / www.fodcc.org 
  

Cinderford Methodist Church 
01594 825662 
www.gloucestershiremethodist. 
org.uk/chSites/Cinderford/ 
  
Cinderford Baptist Church 
01594 822618 
  
Littledean URC 
01452 760271

Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Hold a range of services at 10.30 am each Sunday. on the 
3rd Sunday of each month the service alternates between 
St Ethelbert’s and Littledean URC. 
St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 

Regular worship at 9.30 am on Sunday mornings is in 
the moderate catholic tradition and has a Eucharistic 
and sacramental focus. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
A Chapel of Ease in Soudley village with a similar tradition 
to St John’s. Eucharist is celebrated on alternate 
Wednesdays. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Broad range of worship styles. 11.00 am Sunday 
services are contemporary with worship led by 
a band and activities for children and young 
people. 3.00 pm services are more traditional 
and use the organ. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, hosting 
traditional services on three Sunday afternoons 
each month.

I’m in a 
Benefice 

church, but 
where? 

Seen 
walking 

around the 
Benefice, 

but where? 

Answers can be 
found on page 11. 

Where in the 
World… is 
Chris? 

Answer can be found 

on page 11.

Annual Parochial Church Meetings (APCMs) 

All three parishes within the Benefice held their APCMs in April. 

New members of the PCC were elected along with churchwardens 

(although this was officially at the Annual Vestry Meeting). 

At St Ethelbert’s the churchwarden is 

Peter Meredith; at St John’s the 

churchwardens are Eve Smith and Chris 

Taylor (pictured) and at St Stephen’s the 

newly elected churchwardens are Nick 

Jones and Chris Witham. Congratulations 

to all who were elected to the various 

positions.

DEC Appeal for Nepal 

Thank you to all who gave at services 
across the benefice towards the work of 
the Disasters Emergency Committee 
response in Nepal following the 
earthquakes a month ago. Over £250 
pounds was sent to the fund. 

The DEC is a group of charities working 
together (including actionaid, British Red 
Cross, CAFOD, Christian Aid, Oxfam, Save 
the Children, Tearfund and World Vision). 

If you wish to give to the work of the DEC 
you can do so at any post office or bank/
building society (except Nationwide or 
Britannia), online at www.dec.org.uk or 
give your donation to a churchwarden or 
Mike and it will be passed on to the DEC.

http://www.dec.org.uk
http://www.dec.org.uk
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A Hundred Years On 

On the 9th of May 1915 – 100 years ago – 

Private Thomas Shott of Court House, Church 

Street, Littledean, died in the First World War. 

He was 34 and serving in Company C of the 

Gloucestershire Regiment; and later in the War, 

his brother James was to die too. The Shott 

family were active church members then, and 

the descendants of the Shott family are still 

active church members today, so it was right to 

mark the 100th anniversary of Thomas’s 

passing. 

But as well as being an active church member, 

Thomas Shott, like his brothers, was one of the 

Littledean band of bellringers. So on Saturday 9 

May 2015 at 10.00 0’ clock in the morning, we 

marked the 100th anniversary of his passing 

with a piece of ringing specially composed for 

the occasion. It certainly sounded excellent; but 

Thomas would not have recognised it as being 

rung on his own bells as they have been 

extensively retuned and added to since he rang 

them himself. 

But Thomas and James aren’t just remembered 

in Littledean. Along with all the other 

bellringers who died in the First World War, 

their names are inscribed in The Rolls of 
Honour – the beautifully inscribed manuscript 

volumes held in St Paul’s Cathedral that were 

created for exactly that purpose. Interestingly, 

though, Thomas and James were only added to 

The Rolls of Honour fairly recently. It seems 

that back in 1919 no one told the Cathedral 

Scribe about them – it was, after all, a very 

difficult year for everybody in the Forest in a 

great many ways – and it was only when I 

noticed their names weren’t there a few years 

ago, that the omission was put right. 

May they rest in peace. 

Steve Coleman

St Stephen’s Summer Fayre - Sat 6 June 

St Stephen’s Summer Fayre will be held on Saturday 6 
June from 10.30 am until 2.30 pm. There will be a 
wide range of stalls to browse and purchase from 
including homewares, plants, jams & chutneys, 
toiletries, jewellery, gifts, crafts and plenty of 
Fairtrade items.  

The BBQ team will be serving bacon sandwiches, 
burgers and sausages (all meat from Cameron’s) and 
the lovely ladies in the kitchen will be rustling up 
wonderful Cream Teas.  

There will be games and activities for the young and 
young at heart to join in with. 

Free entry, all welcome! 

Quiz Night - Friday 12 June 

Quiz night at Littledean URC Hall, Friday 12 June 

starting at 7.30 pm. Lighthearted evening with a light 

buffet at half time alongside a raffle. Small charge per 

person, all funds raised go to support the work at 

Littledean URC.
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VE Day 

On Friday 8 May at 11.00 am in the Cinderford 
Triangle, a short service was held to remember ‘VE 
Day,’ Victory in Europe. The service was conducted 
by Rev Mike Barnsley, Chaplin to the British Legion 
in Cinderford, and was attended by members of the 
Legion, the Mayor and the public. The service 
started with the sound of the air raid siren, followed 
by the Last Post and then silence while those who 
lost their lives were remembered. Then wreaths 
and crosses were laid at the base of the war 
memorial. 

At the start of the service, as the siren wailed across 
the square it brought back vivid memories of when I 
visited my cousin at Kingston on Thames. The siren 
heralded the frequent sound of the flying bomb or 
doodlebug as they were called, screaming their way 
across the sky. The engine stopped and we instantly 
made our way to a place of safety under the stairs 
waiting for the explosion as it hit the ground. On ‘VE 
Day,’ I can remember the huge bonfire in the street 
as our parents rejoiced that the war was over. 

We must not forget that hostilities continued in the 
Far East until August, and conflicts still continue to 
this day. 

John Holliday Please pray for: 

•Bishop of Gloucester elect, Rachel Treweek  
•Bishop Martyn 
•those in training for lay and ordained ministry 

(Anthea, Chris, Eunice, Linda and Richard) 
•Jim & Adalia Fisher (in the Philippines) 
•Felipe & Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) 
•Cinderford Street Pastors 
•those who have recently been bereaved 
•those recently baptised, their families and 

godparents 
•anyone who is unwell 
•others around the Benefice who need prayer 
•children, young people and leaders involved in 

F.A.N. Club, S.M.I.L.E., IF + Sunday groups 
•all affected by the earthquakes in Nepal and those 

working to provide assistance 
•for all those around the world facing persecution, 

homelessness or hunger
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Activity and Event Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St Stephen’s Vicarage

Mon 1 June 2.00 pm Mothers’ Union 
(@The Pludds)

Wed 3 June 7.00 pm people@prayer 
8.00 pm Bible Study

Sat 6 June 9.30 am 
Prayer Meeting

10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Summer Fayre

Wed 10 June 2.30 pm  
Bible Study

Wed 17 June 7.00 pm people@prayer 
8.00 pm Bible Study

Fri 19 June 7.30 pm “Gala Concert” 
in aid of the Dilke

Sat 20 June 9.00 am - 10.00 am 
BoB Breakfast

Sun 21 June 7.00 pm WILDER

Wed 24 June 2.30 pm Fellowship 
Meeting

Sat 27 June 11.00 am - 1.30 pm 
Summer Fayre

Sun 28 June 1.00 pm Fellowship 
Lunch

7.00 pm WILDER

Wed 1 July 7.00 pm people@prayer 
8.00 pm Bible Study

Sat 4 July 1.00 pm Wedding

Weekly Activities

Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (during term time only, not 1st Tuesday of month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 4.30 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), St Stephen’s Church (during term time only) 
 - Craft and activity club for primary school children 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (during term time only) 
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (during term time only) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities
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Mike's challenge: 

Learn the seven I AM statements of Jesus in John’s Gospel. (I know some of you have already done this). They can 
be found at John 6:35, 8:12, 10:9, 10:11, 11:25, 14:6 and 15:1. 

Bonus challenge: Learn the references as well. 

Mike's question: 

What is different between Jesus’ final I AM (in John 15:1) statement and the others. (Look at John 15:5). 

Bonus question: What do John 10:11 and John 15:1 have in common? 

Answers will be in next month’s “News & Views” but please do discuss with Mike in the meantime if you have 
the answers or further thoughts! 

Mike's 5-a-day: 

Try to spend 5 minutes each day praying about the day, either asking God for his help and guidance through the 
day or at the end of the day reflecting on events that have taken place. Let me know how you get on. 

Answers to last month’s questions: 

Luke 23:34 is not included in some early transcripts from which our Bibles are translated 

Mark 16 and John 8 both contain passages not included in some early manuscripts. 

Please talk to me if you want to discuss how we should think about such passages.

Mothers’ Union 

Unfortunately the 
Keep Fit 
demonstration 
scheduled for our 
meeting in May was 
cancelled and so we 
met at St Stephen’s as 
usual where we had 
an afternoon of 
“Pictures and Poetry.” 

Sian brought a lovely 
selection of her 
paintings explaining 
how she first began 
painting and how 
music and Bible 
passages inspire her 
to produce her type 
of work. Barbara 
Brimble read a 
selection of her 
poems to us. Some of 
them referred to 
memories of her 
childhood and others 
were observations of 
everyday situations. 

Sian and Barbara 
were thanked for 
stepping in at such 
short notice to 
provide us with a 
very interesting and 
entertaining 
afternoon. 

On May 6, four of our 
members attended 
the MU Diocesan 
Festival Service at 
the Cathedral with 
guest speaker Lynne 
Tembey, our 
worldwide president. 
We were welcomed 
by the Dean, Rev 
Stephen Lake and the 
service was led by 
Rev Ruth Fitter (the 
MU Diocesan 
Chaplain). Lynne 
spoke of how she 
enjoys her visits to 
the different MU 
Dioceses both here 
and abroad and 
praised the work of 

the MU and the 
dedication of the 
members. 
Afterwards we all 
met in the Chapter 
House for a ‘Bring & 
Share’ lunch.  

Lynne shared with us 
an amusing question 
she had been asked 
by a bishop on one 
of her visits: “When 
you wake in the 
morning do you say 
‘Good morning, 
God’ or do you say 
‘Oh God, it’s 
morning’?” 

Our next meeting is 
on Monday 1 June 
when we join with 
the Drybrook, 
Lydbrook and 
Ruardean branch at 
The Pludds for our 
Quiet Afternoon 
with Rev Marilyn 
Assets at 2.00 pm.

Smart but Casual 
Mixed Voice Choir 

With Musical Director, Michael Kennerley 

Present 

A GALA CONCERT 
St  Stephen’s Church, Cinderford 

Friday 19th June 2015 

7.30pm 

All proceeds donated to The League of Friends,  

Dilke Memorial Hospital 
Tickets available from:- 

Gordon Blake Funeral Director 

2 High Street, Cinderford 

Gordon Blake Funeral Director 

Autumn Leaves Funeral Home, Lydney 

or pay on the door 

Tickets—£5.00  Concessions £3.50 

Refreshments Available 

THE GALA CONCERT WILL BE PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 

GORDON BLAKE FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

LYDNEY, CINDERFORD & DISTRICTS 

Dilke Concert 

“A Gala Concert” will be held at 7.30 pm 

in St Stephen’s, Friday 19 June in aid of 

the Dilke Memorial Hospital. “Smart but 

Casual” will be singing a variety of pieces. 

Tickets are available from Gordon Blake 

or on the door (£5 / £3.50).
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Lectionary 

7 June 2015 (Trinity 1) 
Genesis 3:8-15  Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians. 4:13 - 5:1 Mark 3:20-end 

14 June 2015 (Trinity 2) 
Ezekiel 17:22-end  Psalm 92:1-8 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 Mark 4:26-34 

21 June 2015 (Trinity 3) 
Job 38:1-11   Psalm 107:23-32 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13  Mark 4:35-end 

28 June 2015 (Trinity 4) 
Lamentations 3:23-33 Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8:7-end Mark 5:21-end 

5 July 2015 (Trinity 5) 
Ezekiel 2:1-5   Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13 

Bilson News 

We were pleased to welcome Eunice Wilson 
on Sunday 10 May to lead our Christian Aid 
service that focussed on Ethiopia. Please 
remember their work in this country in your 
prayers and also that of Ethiopiaid who last 
year supported the Hamlin Fistula Hospital, 
especially its new centre in MELU in 
Western Ethiopia - helping women suffering 
after injuries sustained in childbirth. 

For more details, please see 
www.ethiopiaid.org.uk. 

The Annual Benefice Coach Trip is planned 
for Tuesday 4 August. The venue is expected 
to be Stanway House & Fountain, near 
Moreton in the Marsh. Further details will be 
in next month’s News & Views or contact 
Lynne Chaundy (825997). Entrance to the 
House & Fountain is £5, with a coach fare on 
top, it is likely to be around £10 per person. 

Starting in July, the service on the second 
Sunday of the month will be Holy 
Communion and on the fourth Sunday the 
service will be Evening Prayer. (This is a 
change to the current arrangment where 
the second Sunday is EP and the fourth 
Sunday is HC). Both services will continue 
to start at 3.00 pm. Service details will be in 
News & Views each month. If you have any 
questions relating to this change, please 
contact Mike (822286).

Getting to Know You … with Maureen Wheeler 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? Black Cherry 
First job?  Shoe Shop Assistant 
Favourite colour? Pink 
Favourite film? The Bodyguard (I loved 
Whitney Houston) 
Favourite season? Spring  
Favourite flower or tree? The Snowdrop 
(heralds that Spring is not far away) 
Favourite actor/actress? Tom Hanks 

What do you owe your parents? Love & Loyalty 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? 
Hedgehog, then I could sleep through winter 
What would be your ideal holiday? Driving the Garden Route in 
South Africa & Whale Spotting 
Favourite food & drink? Salmon with parsley sauce 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be?        
My Rover Tourer back in running order 
Favourite Book? Winifred Foley’s “A Child in the Forest” 
If you could choose your own first name: what would it be & why?   
I’d stick with the one I have 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village 
Favourite item of clothing?  Silk jacket, hand made in the Far East 
First car (and did it have a name)? Triumph Herald 
What was your best holiday? New England in the Fall 
Favourite hymn or church song? Great is Thy Faithfulness 
What is your earliest memory? VE Celebrations 
What would your superpower be? To cure all sickness.  
Which living person do you most admire? My sister, who is so 
courageous through illness 
Most embarrassing moment? False fingernails coming off in a 
finger bowl at a posh restaurant! 
Favourite Church building? Bilson Mission as it holds so many 
memories from my childhood 
Most treasured possession? My children’s reports / arts & crafts 
from school (now over 50 years old) 
Where would you most like to be right now? Painting my fence (if 
the rain stops!) 
Best job you have ever had? Customer Service working with 
Cardiac Technicians all over the world. 
Worst job you’ve done? Waiting tables & ill mannered customers 
When were you happiest? With my beloved husband who passed 
away in December last year 
Favourite TV programme? Call the Midwife 
Favourite joke? A woman walked up to a little old man rocking in 
his chair on the porch. “Excuse me,” she said, “I couldn’t help but 
noticing how happy you look. What’s your secret for a long happy 
life?”  
“I smoke three packets of cigarettes a day, he said, I drink a case 
of whiskey a week, eat fatty foods and never, ever exercise.” 
“That’s amazing!” exclaimed the woman, “And how old are you?” 
“Twenty-six,”he said.

http://www.ethiopiaid.org.uk
http://www.ethiopiaid.org.uk
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Craft Fayre 

The recent Craft Fayre held at St Stephen’s was filled with 
wonderful handmade creations from a range of amazingly 
talented people. It was a great opportunity to purchase 
some truly unique gifts! Many people commented on the 
lovely welcoming atmosphere and the beautiful building. 
We are looking forward to our next Craft Fayre on 
Saturday 17 October. 

Wedding Anniversary 

On Sunday 3 April, Tony and Eve Smith 
celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary. In a 
simple but moving service in St John’s Church, 
conducted by Mike Barnsley and together with 
relatives and friends they renewed their 
wedding vows. During the service each of them 
lit a candle from the Paschal candle and then 
together lit a candle standing on the altar to 
symbolise their continuing union together. 
After the service there was a celebration meal 
at Speech House where Eve and Tony had their 
reception on April 3, 40 years ago.   

Littledean Summer Fayre - Sat 27 June 

St Ethelbert’s Fayre takes place on  Saturday 27 June 

from 11.00 am until 1.30 pm. Light refreshments will 

be available alongside stalls selling plants, books, 

preserves & pickles and  bric-a-brac. There will also be 

a raffle and a bottle stall. 

All welcome.
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Fairtrade Focus 

Fairtrade Fruit Cake Recipe 
Ingredients 
2 cup of milk 
2 cup of mixed fruit * 
2 cup of sugar * 
8 oz of margarine 
1 cup of chopped mixed peel (or cherries or both) 
2 heaped tsp ground ginger # 
2 heaped tsp ground cinnamon # 
2 heaped tsp ground nutmeg 
2 eggs 
4 cups self raising flour 
2 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

(use a ‘medium sized mug’ if you don’t have a cup 
measurement, but use the same one for all ingredients!) 

(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available 
at the Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with 
a hashtag (#) are available as Fairtrade but not from church). 

Method 
1. Preheat oven 170oC / Gas Mark 3 
2. Grease and line a large round cake tin. 
3. Place the milk, mixed fruit, sugar and margarine 

in a saucepan and warm gently until the sugar 
has dissolved. 

4. Add the mixed peel (or cherries). 
5. Add the ginger, cinnamon and nutmeg. 
6. Remove pan from the heat and stir in the 

beaten eggs. 
7. Sieve together the flour and bicarb and add to 

pan.  

8. Mix well and then place in the greased lined tin. 
9. Bake for 75 minutes or until a skewer inserted 

into the middle comes out clean. 
10. (cover the top of the cake with a piece of 

greaseproof paper half way through the 
cooking time to make sure the top doesn’t 
burn).  

Traidcraft’s Fairtrade Traditional 
Mixed Fruit contains currants, 
raisins, sultanas and mixed peel. 
The fair trade sultanas and raisins 
come from the Orange River 
region of South Africa. The area is 
isolated and dry, as it is near the 
Kalahari Desert. Many crops are 
unprofitable, but farmers can get 

a decent income from growing grapes and drying 
them. The problem for small farmers is that it takes 
three years before the first crop and they need 
training and financial help to get started. 

"The premium through Traidcraft is still definitely 
making a difference. With this new equipment we 
have bought, we are helping a lot of people - those 
that have vines and also those that don't". Albie 
Adams from the Eksteenskuil Farmers Association. 

SAD Vine Fruit (PTY) Ltd is helping these farmers to 
overcome their problems and market their 
products. Traidcraft's sales of dried fruit mean one 
group of farmers has 
the chance of a better 
future. 

Christian Aid 
Thank You 

The annual collection 
for Christian Aid was 
held at The Co-op 
County Store on May 
14 + 15. The response 
was amazing and we 
raised £724.32. Sincere 
thanks to The Coop 
Manager, the collectors 
from various churches 
and all the people who 
donated so generously. 

The amounts collected 
in local churches and 
the Littledean house to 
house collection will be 
in the next magazine.
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Who’s on the Trike? 

David Runcorn 
Warden of Readers Designate 

Associate Director of Ordinands 
Anthea’s Tutor

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

These milk churns can be seen in 
Littledean, just by the roundabout at 
the junction of Church Street, Broad 
Street and Silver Street. 

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
16 May, St John’s 
   Harley William George Dickerson-Scriven 
17 May, St Stephen’s 
    Lola Mae Jones 
Funerals 
7 May, St Stephen’s 
 Muriel Jones 
18 May, Forest of Dean Crematorium 
 Arky Johns 
21 May, St Stephen’s 
 Edna May Hanman 
26 May, Forest of Dean Crematorium 
 Francis Lilian Huggins 

Where in the 
World … is Chris? 

Pearl TV Tower, Shanghai 

I’m in a Benefice 
church, but 

where? 

At Stephen’s to the left 
of the main Communion 
table.
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  

Peter Meredith - 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Nick Jones - 01594 825902 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 01594 822286 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham and 

Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the 
magazine (articles, photographs or 
would like to enquire about placing 

an advert) please contact 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk  

by Mon 15 June. 

Comments and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the views 

of the Editors, the PCC ’s or the 
Vicar of the Benefice.

Deer at St John’s 

Several deer were spotted in the 

churchyard at St John’s on the 

morning of Sunday 24 May. Thank 

you to Jennifer Lang for the 

beautiful photographs. 

Bishop Michael Thanksgiving Service - Sat 13 June 

Bishop Martyn of Tewkesbury writes (11 May): I am very pleased to 
be able to say that Lambeth Palace has today released a statement 
concerning our former Bishop, Michael Perham. Following a police 
investigation last year, which resulted in no further action, the 
matter in relation to Bishop Michael was reviewed by the Church of 
England in accordance with its national safeguarding policy. I am 
delighted to say that, following the completion of the review and 
Independent Risk Assessment, Bishop Michael has been cleared to 
take up ministry in his retirement. 

We are therefore now able to mark Bishop Michael’s committed 
and dedicated ministry to this diocese with a service of 
thanksgiving at Gloucester Cathedral on Saturday 13 June at 4.30 
pm. This Eucharist is open to all who would like to attend and 
Bishop Michael will preside and preach. Following the service there 
will be refreshments and an opportunity to express personal 
thanks to Michael and Alison. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as are able, at that service.
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