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NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 
On 6 March I turn 60. (Or I turned 60 if you are 
reading this later in the month.) I have to say I am not 
that bothered about it. I don't really feel much 
different to when I turned 30, which I remember well. 
And, when I turned 30, I didn't feel too different from 
when I turned 20. I'm not sure what this means. 
Maybe, I'm just relaxed by nature and comfortable 'in 
my own skin' as it were. Maybe I'm just delusional. 
6 March also marks the sixth anniversary of my 
ministry here in Cinderford. I was inducted at St 
Stephen's on Friday 4 March and my first Sunday was 6 March. 
So, it's been a time of reflection as I approach this date. If I had remained in 
any of the three jobs I had before I went into training for the ministry (at 
Girobank, Midland Bank, and ACI - the software company I worked with for 
12 years), I would have retired at 60. The Church of England's current 
recommended retirement age for clergy is currently 68, and this can often be 
extended to 70 with a bishop's agreement. 
During February our daily lectionary readings have taken us through the early 
chapters of Genesis. Reading through these passages we come across details 
of Noah's life. We are told that he was six hundred years old when the flood 
waters came on the earth. Well that makes me getting to 60 seem 
insignificant. 
How are we supposed to interpret and apply such narratives? The Old 
Testament includes details of people living to incredible ages, with 
Methuselah, Noah's grandfather recording as living to 969, and, interestingly, 
we are told, dying in the year of the flood, with Noah a mere 600. 
I think we are to understand something of God's plan for eternal life and an 
eternal relationship with him from these stories. We understand that such 
plans were impacted by the fall and our decision as humanity to walk away 
from our relationship with God. Length of life gradually reduces as we walk 
through the Old Testament and Psalm 90 tells us that 'The days of our life are 
seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong'. But the Old Testament hints 
at, and the New Testament speaks much about, life beyond this life. We 
believe life beyond this life to be possible through Jesus. This is our hope and 
our faith. 
If we think seriously about life beyond this life, and it's not that easy to do as 
we are so caught up in the lives we are living now, then, again, me reaching 60 
seems insignificant. Maybe that's the real reason I'm not too bothered about 
getting to 60. It's just another day in an unknown number of days in this life, 
but even that number (the total number of days in this life) is more or less 
insignificant in the context of thinking about eternity, with God, through Jesus. 
I hope you are not worried about your age. I hope you are comfortable with 
who you are here and now. But more than anything, I hope you have the 
confidence in life beyond this life that faith in Jesus can bring. 
As always, I'd love to talk with you about this if you want to. 
God Bless,  Mike
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson* St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 5 Mar 10.30 am AAW 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Sun 12 Mar 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 19 Mar 10.30 am JS @ URC 9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm CBE

Sun 26 Mar 
Mothering 
Sunday

3.00 pm 
Mothering 

Sunday

10.30 am Mothering Sunday 9.30 am PE 
(Mothering 

Sunday)

11.00 am AAW 
Mothering Sunday

Sun 2 April 10.30 am AAW 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

* All Bilson services are currently taking place at Hanover Court. 
AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong;  
HC = Holy Communion; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer;  
MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Each year, women from around the world hold 
services on the first Friday in March in their local 
churches. This year the Cinderford with Littledean 
service will take place at Cinderford Baptist Church 
on Friday 3 March at 11.00 am. The service this 
year has been prepared by Christian women in the 
Philippines and the theme is “Am I Being Unfair to You?” All are welcome, both men and women, to attend 
the service and share refreshments afterwards.

Midweek Service Times 

Wed 1 March, 10.00 am Ash Wednesday HC  

  at St Ethelbert’s 

 7.30 pm Ash Wednesday HC at St John’s 

 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm Shalom at St Stephen’s 

Fri 3 March,  11.00 am Women’s World Day of  

  Prayer at Cinderford Baptist Church 

Wed 8 March, 10.00 am CBE at St Michael’s 

Sat 11 March, 2.30 pm Wedding at St John’s 

Wed 15 March, 10.00 am CBE at St Stephen’s 

 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm Shalom at St Stephen’s 

Wed 22 March, 10.00 am HC at St Michael’s 

Wed 29 March, 10.00 am HC at St John’s 

 7.30pm -9.00 pm Shalom at St Stephen’s 
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am. 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month the 
service alternates between St Eth’s and 
Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
9.30 am services in the moderate 
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic 
and sacramental focus. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
Place of Worship with a similar tradition 
to St John’s. Eucharist on alternate 
Wednesdays at 10 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11 am and 
3 pm. 11 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a worship 
band & children’s and youth activities; 
3.00 pm services are traditional (BCP) 
with organ. Various midweek services. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at 3 pm.

I’m in a Benefice church, but 
where?  

Answers can be found on page 11.

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
5 February Jacob Anthony Weaver       St Stephen’s 
12 February Ernest John Stanley Greenhalgh-Cook 
   St Ethelbert’s 
19 February Isla Jai Phelps              St Stephen’s  

Funerals 
2 February Eunice Brueford         FoD Crematorium 
7 February Joyce Davis  St Stephen’s 
9 February Frederick Ward St Stephen’s 
16 February Renee Waite  Yew Tree Brake 
22 February Shirley Stewart           FoD Crematorium 
28 February Peter Meredith St Ethelbert’s 

Christian Aid Week 2017 

Christian Aid Week 2017 is 14 - 20 May. The focus 
this year is to help refugees, a concern very close to 
our hearts. 

I have booked the collection at Cinderford County 
Store for Thursday 18 and Friday 19 May. Shortly I 
will be contacting everyone who has helped in recent 
years but we do need more collectors so if anyone is 
willing to collect for an hour either day please contact 
me on 822735.  Thank you, Ann Ladd.

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers 
can be 

found on 
page 11.

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 
01594 839106 

Our Lady of Victories 
Roman Catholic 

01594 833173 
www.forestrc.co.uk 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford  
Methodist Church 

01594 825662 

Cinderford  
Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

 Littledean URC 
01452 760271
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Operation Christmas Child 

The items we have 
decided to focus on 
collecting in March 
are hygiene related: 
toothbrush and 
toothpaste. 

Ideally toothbrushes would be 
individually packed (or two in a pack) 
so they can be packed in the boxes in 
their original packaging and are 
obviously new for those that receive 
them. 

Please also consider some toddler 
sized toothbrushes and toothpastes 
as the youngest boxes are sent to 2-4 
year olds. 

In case you missed it: January we 
were collecting (individually wrapped) soaps and 
flannels; February was hats, scarves and gloves. 

For anyone that donated to the boxes last year, 
the tracker reports that our boxes were sent to 
Belarus (as they were the year before). They 
made up part of the 78,589 shoebox gifts sent to 
Belarus!!  

Although we don’t 
specifically know 
which children 
received our 
boxes, they were 
given to children 
such as Erina and 
Anna, sisters who 
were found 
abandoned in 
their home. By the 
time the 
authorities 
discovered them they were emaciated and 
starving. They were taken to a Social Centre to 
be cared for, and it was here that they received 
an OCC shoebox. They both loved their shoebox 
gifts and said, “we hope lots of other boys and 
girls have as much fun as we will have.” 

If you have any questions, or would like to help 
with organising the collecting of items ready for 
the packing parties later in the year, please 
contact Rachel (01594 719438 / 
mrswitham@gmail.com).

Bilson Mission Update 

Many people have been asking us where we’re up to with Bilson Mission. 
Since December, services at Bilson Mission have been taking place in the 
school room. Little progress was made in December and early January 
for obvious reasons, but since then we have been in contact with many 
builders and have conducted a number of site visits to look at what work 
needs to be completed. 

Initial estimates for repairing the floor at the front of church were 
£5,000 and involved removing the existing rotten floor and some wall 
timbers, laying a concrete floor and making good the walls. However this 
was seen as a quick fix and didn’t address some of the wider concerns 
with the safety of the building. Further investigation has revealed 
considerable rot damage around a number of the windows and in 
structural wall timbers. 

In late January the school room main door became stuck due to damp, 
meaning the building did not have a fire escape or disabled access. Whilst 
investigating if this could easily be fixed, we discovered rot in some of the 
floor boards in the school room similar to in the church. This is clearly 
very serious and has meant the decision to temporarily close the school 
room until the structure can be made safe for use has been taken. 

After a detailed discussion at PCC, we have decided that we need a 
structural survey before proceeding with any work. We’ve arranged for 
our architect to complete the report and hope they’ll be able to visit the 
site before the end of February. We’ve removed some more internal wall 
panels in the church in preparation so that an assessment can be made 
on the wall timbers. Once we have the report, we will be able to make 
plans for how to proceed. 

The church and school room will have to remain closed until they’re 
made safe and are likely to be unavailable for a number of months. As 
such, we have arranged to hold a Sunday service once a month at 
Hanover Court. The first service, held in February, was a great success 
with double the normal congregation. We’re very thankful to Hanover 
Court for accommodating us and providing a warm and welcoming 
location for this service. 

As soon as more information is available, we will write another update. 
Until then, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact us and we will be happy to discuss this with you. 

Chris Witham and Nick Jones - Churchwardens

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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Peter Meredith, 10 October 1933 - 10 February 2017 

Peter Meredith passed away at home on Friday 10 February. He had been 
struggling with health problems over the last couple of years and had a 
recent stay in hospital in Gloucester. He was happy to be back home and 
appreciated Janet being there to look after him. He passed away peacefully 
with nurses in attendance and Janet and her sister at home with him. 
Peter had served faithfully as Churchwarden, Treasurer and Verger at St 
Ethelbert's for many years and has played a major part in keeping the 
building in such good repair and everything ticking over smoothly. 
He will be sadly missed. 
His funeral will be at St Ethelbert's at 12.30pm on Tuesday 28 February. 

Pilgrim Course 

We have run the Pilgrim course through Lent over the last two years and they 
have been well received. This year we continue with the third part of the Pilgrim 
Course as our Lent Course. We will be meeting at St Stephen’s Church, from 
7.30pm to 9.00pm on Thursdays throughout Lent. (Fairtrade tea and coffee will 
be available from 7.15pm)  The course starts on Thursday 2 March (the day after 
Ash Wednesday) and will run each Thursday until 6 April. You don’t need to 
attend all of the sessions, so don’t worry if you can only make one or two. 

This year’s course takes us through The Commandments, but you don’t need to 
have been to either of the previous year’s sessions; each course stands alone. 

Hope to see you there. All welcome. Any questions please contact Mike. 

Lent book  
Our recommended Lent book for 2017 is 'Reflecting the Glory' by Tom Wright. 
The book contains daily Bible Readings and reflections for Lent and Easter 
week. The style is similar to the Tom Wright books we have used over Lent for 
the last three years which have proved so popular.   
Lent is a good time to commit to read something a little different and Tom 
Wright's reflections are very interesting without being too complicated. I am 
sure you will be inspired and challenged and there is something special about 
so many of us reading 
through the same book at 
the same time. 
We have a few copies 
remaining, available from 
Mike at a cost of £6.50. 

Easter Lilies 

If anyone wishes to donate 
towards the cost of the 
Easter Lilies around the 
Benefice: at St Stephen’s 
please contact Rachel 
Witham (719438) and at St 
John’s please contact Eve 
Smith (822755). 

If the donation is in memory 
of a loved one, please let 
Rachel / Eve know. 

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel and Bishop 
Robert 

• those who have recently been 
bereaved 

• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice 

who need prayer 
• those who have recently been 

baptised, their parents and 
Godparents 

• Mike; in his ministry around 
the Benefice 

• Anthea; in her ministry as 
deacon 

• Chris, Linda, Lynne and 
Richard; our licensed readers 

• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the 
Philippines 

• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS 
partners in Spain) and their 
sons Sam and Aaron 

• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• children, young people and 

their leaders 
• comfort for those 

remembering lost loved ones 
• all those around the world 

facing persecution, 
homelessness or hunger
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Activity and Event Times 

Pilgrim Course (Lent Course) at St Stephen’s Thursday 2 March, 7.30 pm (and 9, 16, 23 & 30 March) 

Mothers’ Union (Lady Day Service) at St Stephen’s Tuesday 7 March, 2.00 pm  

people@prayer at The Vicarage   Wednesday 8 March, 7.00 pm - 7.45 pm 

BoB Breakfast at St Stephen’s   Saturday 18 March, 9.00 am - 10.00 am 

Craft Fayre at St Stephen’s    Saturday 25 March, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s   Sunday 26 March, 12.30 pm 

Ladies’ Curry Meal at The Curry Leaf  Tuesday 28 March, 7.00 pm 

Mothers’ Union at St Stephen’s   Tuesday 4 April, 2.00 pm

Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time, not on first Tuesday of the month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 

A Celebration of Christmas Concert 2016 

St Ethelbert’s Church hosted its annual concert on the Wednesday before Christmas and the packed throng were 
regaled with a delightful programme of items spiritual and secular; it would be churlish to pick out specific players and 
performers safe to say that the orchestral pieces (including strings, flute accompaniment and a violin solo), the readers, 
the choir and the ever-popular Handbell Maidens were all very well received by an appreciative audience. 

Whilst proceedings  were conducted in an apparently leisurely but nonetheless structured fashion, there could be no 
doubt as to the quality of the performances, due in every part to the skill and directorship of Katherine Hook in collating 
a band of willing participants from diverse groups such as the Gloucestershire Symphony Orchestra, Forest Orchestra, 
friends of friends, church people, non-church people and simply those who gave of their time to provide enjoyment for 
others, some travelling from far-flung parts (well, Tewkesbury and Randwick). 

This event  now attracts people from outside of the immediate area who are drawn by the sheer quality and fun. Our 
thanks go out to all of the players and helpers for putting in the time and effort to produce such a pleasant evening - but 
especially to Kath, without whose effort, cajoling and directorship the event could simply not get off the page! 

Thank you also to the ladies of St Ethelbert’s who provided their usual excellent refreshments and to all those present 
whose generosity provided Winston’s Wish with £200.       - Jim Duffin
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Mike’s Challenge:  
My challenge again this month is to read our recommended Lent 
book for 2017, “Reflecting the Glory (Bible Readings and 
Reflections for Lent and Easter)” by Tom Wright. 

Mike’s Question:  
Can you complete the following ‘beautitudes’ or 
‘blessings’ (without looking them up)? 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs ... ...  
Blessed are those who mourn, for they ... ... 
Blessed are the meek, for they ... ...  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they ... ...  
Blessed are the merciful, for they ... ...  
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they ... ...  
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they ... ...  
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs ... ... 
Answers will be in next month’s “News & Views” but please do 
discuss with Mike in the meantime! 

Answers to last month’s ?’s:  
Matthew and Luke contain the account of Jesus being tempted 
three times in the wilderness. Mark has a brief summary of the 
temptation in the wilderness, but no details of the three 
different temptations. John does not mention Jesus' temptation 
in the wilderness.

Mothers’ Union Report 

Our recent meeting on Tuesday 7 February - the AGM 
- began with a short service and continued with Mike as 
Chairman welcoming members. Future meetings for 
the year were discussed plus the election of officers, a 
unanimous vote led to the following committee: 

Branch Leader - Nikola Poole 
Deputy Branch Leader - Audrey Brigstocke-Williams 
Secretary - Christine Morgan   
Treasurer - Margaret Swiers 
Committee - Officers along with Heather Brimble, Sian 
Barnsley and Jean Smith. 

Our next meeting is a Lady Day Service on Tuesday 2 
March at 2.00 pm in St Stephen’s Church. “Lady Day” is 
the celebration of the feast of the annunciation, which 
marks the visit of the Angel Gabriel to Mary. Lady Day 
has long held significance for Mothers’ Union as it is 
historically the day when new members are 
traditionally enrolled. Mothers’ Union members 
throughout the world continue this tradition and 
celebrate Lady Day with services and we would love to 
welcome anyone to attend our service here in 
Cinderford. 

- Nikola Poole 

Are you paying too much for your insurance? 

Our team of independent brokers have been arranging 

commercial insurance for over 50 years and can provide 

cover for large farms of smallholdings of less than 50 acres.

If you’re not satisfied with the cover you have,  
pick up the phone and give us a call!

Agricultural Insurance

Independent AdvIce • competItIve cover

50 YeArs experIence

T: 01873 857533     E: info@frball.com

www.frball-insurance.co.uk
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Lectionary 

1 March (Ash Wednesday) 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  Psalm 51:1-18 
2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

5 March (1st Sunday of Lent) 

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 Psalm 32 
Romans 5:12-19  Matthew 4:1-11 

12 March (2nd Sunday of Lent) 

Genesis 12:1-4a  Psalm 121 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  John 3:1-17 

19 March (3rd Sunday of Lent) 

Exodus 17:1-7   Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11              John 4:5-42 

26 March (Mothering Sunday) 

Exodus 2:1-10   Psalm 34:11-20 
2 Corinthians 1:3-7  Luke 2:33-35 

2 April (5th Sunday of Lent) 

Ezekiel 37:1-14  Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11  John 11:1-45 

Getting to Know You … with Nick Jones 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? 
Butterscotch. 
Favourite colour? Blue. 
Favourite film? Annie. 
Favourite actor/actress? Jason 
Statham / Margi Robbie.  
Favourite food & drink? Curry 
and an Ethiopian latte, very 
expensive and not available 
everywhere!    
Favourite book? The Bible. 
Favourite season? Spring, it’s the birth of new life. 
Favourite flower or tree? Oak. 
Favourite TV programme? World Tour. 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? Kite 
(bird), because they’re fast and amazing to watch in flight, 
they also mate for life. 
What would be your ideal holiday? Tour of Great Britain in a 
camper van, without the kids! 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small 
village. 
Favourite hymn or church song? How Great Thou Art. 
First car (and did it have a name)? Nissan 120Y, no name. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? 
It would be a bike - Hayabusha street fighter.  
Where would you most like to be right now? I’m happy 
where I am! 
Favourite place to eat out? White Horse Chinese in 
Gloucester. 
Favourite place to go shopping? Amazon. 
What was your best holiday? Lanzarote with the wife. 
Favourite Church building? The Church of St Roch, 
Lisbon, Portugal. 
Favourite item of clothing? Woollen hooded cardigan. 
Are you a cat person or a dog person? Dog. 
Most treasured possession? My wife and kids. 
What would your superpower be? Healing. 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it 
be and why? Quite happy with Nicholas! 
What keeps you awake at night? Anxiety. 
Favourite family memory? Too many to narrow down to 
one! 
What four people (dead or alive) would you invite to a 
dinner party? Jesus, Moses, the prophet Mohammed, 
Margaret Thatcher. 
First Job? Paper round. 
Worst Job you’ve ever done? Filling bean bags. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go and 
why? Go back to the beginning and tell Eve to leave 
that tree alone! :) 
Most embarrassing moment? Embarrassing for others 
when I’ve walked in on them changing whilst doing my 
job! 
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Littledean Church of England Primary School 

Young Voices 

On the 25th January 2017 we 

travelled to the Genting Arena in 

Birmingham to take part in the 

Young Voices Concert.  It was a 

fabulous experience where we were able to sing 

as part of a choir made up of over 6000 children.   

It was a long day and we didn't 

get back to school until gone 

11.00pm but it was an amazing 

experience that we will 

remember for ever.

Craft Fayre - Sat 25 March - 10 am - 1 pm 

The first St Stephen’s Craft Fayre of 2017 will be on 
Saturday 25 March from 10 am - 1 pm. Once again 
there is a wonderful range of stalls showcasing the 
amazing talents of local artisans plus some Fairtrade 
stalls from international crafters! From knitted toys to 
photographs of the beautiful Forest we live in and 
gorgeous silk flower arrangements to handmade soaps 
and wooden toys there is sure to be something for 
everyone (and don’t forget it’s Mothering Sunday the 
next day!). 

There will also be light lunches and delicious cakes to 
enjoy along with craft activities for children and young 
people.  

Free entry and a very warm welcome to all!
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Fairtrade Focus 

Cinderford Churches are calling on the local community to put 
Fairtrade in their break and support Fairtrade to drive much-
needed change for farmers in developing countries during 
Fairtrade Fortnight.  

Having the perfect cuppa or a snack is an important part of our 

daily routine, yet millions of farmers who produce the treats we 
enjoy during our breaks are struggling to make a living. 
However hard they work to provide the products we depend 
on, they still aren’t paid what they deserve.  

In Kenya’s coffee and tea-growing regions one in three people 

live in poverty, while tea pickers in Malawi earn less than £1.46 
a day. This is not enough to provide decent food, education or 
healthcare for their families or invest in better farming.  

Cinderford Churches will join forces with the rest of the 
country to help ensure a fair deal for disadvantaged farming 

communities by holding various events during Fairtrade 
Fortnight (Big Brew and BakeOff at St Stephen’s - Sat 25 Feb, 
10 am - 1 pm; All Age Worship at St Stephen’s - Sun 26 Feb, 
11.00 am; Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s - Sun 26 Feb, 12.30 
pm; All Age Service at St Ethelbert’s - Sun 5 March, 10.30 am; 

plus various assemblies at local primary schools). 

The food on our tables, the tea and coffee in our mugs, all come 
from farmers who work hard but are not always paid what they 
deserve. Whether in the UK or in Malawi, no one deserves to be 
short-changed for a hard day’s work. Fairtrade has paved the 

way for better, more sustainable ways of trading. By buying 
products bearing the FAIRTRADE Mark consumers can help 
farmers earn a viable income and an extra premium they can 
invest in vital community, business and environmental projects. 

Adam Gardner, from the Fairtrade Foundation said: “Farmers 

get a better deal when they sell their crops on Fairtrade terms. 
This leads to a higher and more stable income and can help 
them break the cycle of poverty they are trapped in. Through 
Fairtrade, farmers can invest in better farming and earn more 
money for their crops, and make sure their children are fed and 

can go to school. Communities can invest in clean water and 
clinics, improving everyone’s health.  

“For change to be transformative for the poorest farmers, their 
families and communities, Fairtrade needs us all – campaigners, 
shoppers and businesses. Working together is vital in building 
awareness and helping the world’s poorest farmers get a fair 
deal.”  

Fairtrade Fortnight is an annual campaign and in 2017 runs 
from 27 February until 12 March. It complements the Fairtrade 
Foundation’s work towards developing living wage benchmarks 
for producers in developing countries. In 2015, these were 
established for tea in Malawi and flowers in Ethiopia.  

Check out the well stocked Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s 
Church for a variety of ways to put Fairtrade in your break this 
Fairtrade Fortnight (and beyond!). 
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I’m in a Benefice church, but where? 

Part of St John’s Church war memorial to those who fell 

in the First World War, located in the Lady Chapel.

Who’s on the Trike? 

Tony Williams 
Rector Christchurch and English Bicknor 

Chaplain HM Prison Eastwood Park

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Sunday 9 April - Palm Sunday 
Thursday 13 April - Maundy Thursday Meal & Holy 
  Communion at St Stephen’s 

Friday 14 April - Good Friday 
Sunday 16 April - Easter Sunday 
Sunday 23 April - 11.00 am - St John’s APCM 
Sunday 23 April - 12.30 pm - St Stephen’s APCM 
Tuesday 25 April - 7.30 pm - St Ethelbert’s APCM 
Saturday 6 May - 10.00 am - 2.00 pm -  
  St Stephen’s Spring Fayre 
Saturday 13 May - Benefice Prayer Day at St Stephen’s 
Saturday 20 May - 9.00 am - 9.00 pm BoB Day 

Seen walking around the Benefice, but 
where? 

On a building near Quik Fit.
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
01594 822286 / 07903 436009 

mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday,  

if you need to speak to someone urgently, please 
contact someone else from the list below) 

Assistant Curate: Anthea Beresford 
01594 822396 

anthea@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Anthea has a full-time job and her regular church 

day off is Saturday. Please phone / email and she will 
respond as soon as possible) 

Readers: 
Linda Blagg - 01594 822153 

linda@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Richard Blagg - 01594 822153 
richard@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Lynne Chaundy - 01594 825997 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 
chris@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens at St Stephen’s: 
Nick Jones - 01594 825902 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer: 
Karen Jones - 01594 825902 

safeguarding@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(If you have any safeguarding concerns regarding 

anyone who attends church please contact  
Karen Jones or Mike Barnsley.) 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/cinderfordcofe 

Or find us on Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/cinderfordchurches/ 

If you have anything for the next magazine (articles, 
photographs) or would like to enquire about placing 

an advert please contact magazine@cinderford-
churches.org.uk by Wednesday 15 March. 

Comments and opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, the 

PCCs or the Vicar of the Benefice.

St Michael and All Angels, Soudley 

At a public meeting at St Michael's on Tuesday 14 February 
we discussed the future of the building with members of 

the Church and community. It has been over 11 years since 
we stopped having regular Sunday services at St Michael's. 

The PCC has been concerned for some time that, with 
limited funds, if there were ever a major problem with the 

building, we would not be able to afford to restore it and it 
would fall into disrepair. Our plan is to ask Bishop Rachel to 

revoke the licence that allows us to use the building for 
public worship and then put it up for auction. Our 

expectation would be that a buyer would retain the outside 
look of the building and convert the interior to be a house. 

We are advised that there will be interest in such a 
conversion. Obviously any plans that are proposed will be 

open to public comment before any decisions are made and 
planning permission granted. 

We intend to occasionally hold services in the Village Hall 
on an ongoing basis. 

- Mike Barnsley, Vicar of Cinderford with Littledean 

Shalom Party 
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