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NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

September saw Bishop Rachel at St Stephen's for our 
Confirmation Service. It was the first time she has 
visited the Benefice to lead a service. The service was a 
great occasion. We had nine people confirmed, Hazel, 
Kate, Melissa, Penny, Anthony, Mark, Rod, Weslee, and 
William, three of whom, Kate, Melissa, and Mark, were 
baptised as well. 

Bishop Rachel seemed to enjoy her time with us, she 
commented to me several times about the atmosphere in the service and in 
conversations with people afterwards. I also had lots of positive feedback 
from people at the service, about the service and about Bishop Rachel. 

The music was great, a mix of traditional and contemporary. The readings 
were well read, with power and emotion, (despite the last minute change of 
readings). The flow of the service seemed to work well and it was good to 
hear Bishop Rachel preach. 

One of the things that always strikes me as significant in Baptism and 
Confirmation services is the use of, and the importance of, our names. When 
we are baptised, we are baptised by name. When we are confirmed, we are 
confirmed by name. 

"Michael, I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit." "Michael, God has called you by name and made you his own." 
"Confirm, O Lord, your servant Michael with your Holy Spirit." 

What is the significance of this? The Old Testament talks again and again 
about God calling his people by name, sometimes referring to individuals, 
sometimes to the nation of Israel. John 10:3 talks of Jesus calling his sheep 
by name. We are called by name, as individuals. It's personal. But it works 
both ways. We are baptised in the 'name' of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. We are called to believe in the 'name' of Jesus. We talk of 
the power of the 'name' of God the Father. 

When the Bible talks like this about our names and God's name, it is talking 
about who we are and who God is. Our names represent us. It's great that 
God knows us by name and calls us by name, but it's a little bit scary too. 
God knows who we are and knows everything about us, but still calls us and 
wants to have a relationship with us. 

What does this mean to you? What does it feel like to be called by name? 
What does it mean to you to 'believe in his name'? What does it mean to you 
to be 'baptised in his name'? 

Let me know what you think. Thanks. 

God Bless,  
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 2 Oct 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE at St 
Michael’s

11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Sun 9 Oct 3.00 pm HC 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
7.00 pm HS

Sun 16 Oct 10.30 am Joint 
Service with School

9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm HC

Sun 23 Oct 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 30 Oct 10.30 am JS HC 9.30 am SE 
6.00 pm All Souls

11.00 am Youth-led Service

Sun 6 Nov 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Midweek Service Times

AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; 
HC = Holy Communion; HS = Healing Service; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = 
Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; SE = Said Eucharist; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Mon 3 Oct 12.30 pm Wedding

Wed 5 Oct 10.00 am HC

Wed 12 Oct 10.00 am HC 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 19 Oct 10.00 am HC

Wed 26 Oct 10.00 am HC 7.30 pm Shalom

Sat 29 Oct 11.30 am Wedding

Wed 2 Nov 10.00 am HC

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.
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Holiday Club 

More than 20 
children from 
around the 
Benefice had fun during 2 days in August at the 
‘On Your Marks’ Holiday Club at St Stephen’s. The 
programme is based on an international sporting 
tournament using stories from Mark’s Gospel; 
with games, crafts, music, drama and Bible stories. 
The children especially enjoyed competing in the 
games and 
getting involved 
in the panto style 
drama, in which 
of course, the 
good people won 
the day! 

We also learnt about how God established the 
early church and 
how we can be part 
of Jesus’ team 
today.     

- Linda Blagg

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

We have reached the month of the packing parties! There will be two 
opportunities to join together to pack shoeboxes; at St Stephen’s on 
Thursday 6 October, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm and at Bilson on Wednesday 
26 October, 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm. There will be people to help show you 
everything that needs to be included and you don’t need to stay for the 
whole time. All very welcome; refreshments will be available. 
The plan is to pack 100 shoeboxes between the two parties. If you have 
items to be included, it would be wonderful if you could give them to 
Eunice or Rachel as soon as possible. 
Lots of sweets are still needed, with a date of March 2017 or later. No 
chocolate or other food items please, due to customs regulations. 
Also still needed (please check with Eunice / Rachel for up-to-date info) 
are: hairbrushes / combs and hairslides or hairbands; stickers; hats, 
scarves, gloves; balls (tennis / bouncy / deflated footballs+pumps, etc); 
pencil cases; soap bags (but no soap, etc needed!); notepads (that would 
fit in a shoebox) or loose paper (plain, coloured, striped) or colouring in 
sheets; younger children’s jewellery (for 2 - 4 or 5 - 9 year old box). 
If you’d love to help, but don’t feel able to purchase suitable items or join 
one of the parties, there are other ways to assist! Eunice has some 
shoeboxes that need wrapping in pretty paper. Financially, each box 
costs £3 to transport; also we have purchased some predecorated flat-
packed shoeboxes (this means we don’t have to collect and wrap 100 
boxes), these cost 40p each. We’ve already had donations towards these 
costs, but more would be welcome! 
If you aren’t sure if an item is suitable or would like more info about 
OCC, please speak to Eunice Wilson (826753), Rachel Witham 

(719438) or Lynne Chaundy (825997).

St Stephen's Church, Cinderford

Friday 14th and Saturday 15th October

A conference for women at

For further information please speak to Sian
01594 822286  |  shine@cinderford-churches.org.uk

Please book on the website or by using a booking form 
and return to The Vicarage, St Annals Road

www.cinderford-churches.org.uk/shine

FREE

Boat

Rockers
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Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers can be found on page 11.

I’m in a Benefice church,         
but where?  

Answers can be found on page 11.

Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am. 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month the 
service alternates between St Eth’s and 
Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
9.30 am services in the moderate 
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic 
and sacramental focus. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
Chapel of Ease in Soudley with a similar 
tradition to St John’s. Eucharist on 
alternate Wednesdays at 10 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11 am and 
3 pm. 11 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a worship 
band & children’s and youth activities; 
3.00 pm services are traditional (BCP) 
with organ. Various midweek services. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at 3 pm.

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
11 September Mark Pitt  St Stephen’s 
11 September Kate Hodges  St Stephen’s 
11 September  Melissa Daunter St Stephen’s 

18 September Niall James Birch St Stephen’s 
18 September Gemma Alana Burge St Stephen’s 

25 September Anastacia Elizabeth Grace Fisher    St Eth’s 
25 September Katherine Elizabeth May Fisher       St Eth’s 

Confirmations - 11 September, St Stephen’s 
Penny Barrington       Melissa Daunter       William 
Dodsworth 
Kate Hodges             Anthony Leighton    Hazel Leighton 
Weslee Leighton         Rod Neep      Mark Pitt 

Funerals 
1 September Caroline Roberts FoD Crematorium 
2 September Lillian Powell  Yew Tree Brake 
8 September Christine Leighton Yew Tree Brake 
13 September Malcolm Taylor  St John’s 
16 September John Wheeler  St Stephen’s 
30 September Barry Jones  FoD Crematorium

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 

01594 839106 

Our Lady of Victories 
Roman Catholic 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford  
Methodist Church 

01594 825662 

Cinderford  
Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

 Littledean URC 
01452 760271

Are you paying too much for your insurance? 

Our team of independent brokers have been arranging 

commercial insurance for over 50 years and can provide 

cover for large farms of smallholdings of less than 50 acres.

If you’re not satisfied with the cover you have,  
pick up the phone and give us a call!

Agricultural Insurance

Independent AdvIce • competItIve cover

50 YeArs experIence

T: 01873 857533     E: info@frball.com

www.frball-insurance.co.uk

CTiC Event - Charles Price 

Charles and Hilary Price are visiting for an evening of Worship & 
the Word on Sat 8 October, 7.30 pm at the Spotlight Theatre, 
Freedom Leisure Centre (GL14 2AF). The event is free. 

Charles was formerly the principal of Capernwray Bible College 
and has served as the teaching pastor of The People’s Church, 
Toronto for the last 15 yrs. His teaching ministry has stretched 
across the world via the popular TV and radio broadcasts on 
Living Truth (livingtruth.co.uk) and he has spoken at Keswick. 
Hilary is also a much loved author and international speaker. 

All welcome for an evening of learning and fellowship.

http://livingtruth.co.uk
http://livingtruth.co.uk
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Light Party 

St Stephen’s is holding 
a Light Party on 
Monday 31 October 
from 5.30 pm - 9.00 
pm. Any children and 
young people (5-17 
yrs) in Primary School 
or Secondary School 
are welcome, but all 
will need to be signed 
in on the evening by a 
parent or guardian. 

There will be food, 
games and crafts 
along with a film and 
the theme this year is 
“Once Upon a Time…” 
Fancy dress is 
optional, but please 
nothing scary.  

For more information, 
please see our website 
or contact Karen 
Jones (825902).

Littledean Church of England Primary School 

New School Year 
We are pleased 
to be able to 
welcome 
everyone back 
after the summer 
holidays.  We would also like to 
welcome our new Reception children and also our 
two new members of staff, Miss White and Mr Virgo.  
We have many exciting things planned for the next 
year and we look forward to sharing them with you. 

The Tour of Britain 
We were very excited to 
learn that the Tour of 
Britain would be travelling 
right past our school.  We 
really enjoyed finding out 
about the event, making 
banners and then cheering 
the cyclists on as they rode 
past the school.  It was a 
fantastic experience!

Craft Fayre - Sat 22 October 

There are a huge range of stalls already 
booked in for the Craft Fayre at St 
Stephen’s on Saturday 22 October from 
10.00 am - 1.00 pm. Artisans will be 
selling a variety of handcrafted and 
Fairtrade products, ideal for Christmas 
gifts or a treat for yourself! 

There will also be craft activities for 
children / young people along with bacon 
sandwiches, soup and lots of delicious 
cakes. 

Come along and kickstart your 
Christmas shopping whilst supporting 
talented local artisans. Free entry and a 
very warm welcome to all! 

Stalls are currently fully booked, but if 
you would like to go on a waiting list or 
an email list for future events, please 
contact Rachel (mrswitham@gmail.com / 
719438). 

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 5.00 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), Bilson Mission Schoolroom 
 - Craft and activity club for primary school children (not on Friday 14 October or 28 October) 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (not on Friday 14 October or 28 October) 
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (not on Friday 14 October or 28 October) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER (Year 9+), The Vicarage (Sunday 16 October and 23 October) 
 - Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food. 

Activity and Event Times 

Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning at St Stephen’s Wed 5 October, 10.00 am HC, followed by coffee & lunches 

people@prayer at The Vicarage   Wednesday 5 and 19 October - 7.00 pm - 7.45 pm 

Bible Study at The Vicarage    Wednesday 5 and 19 October - 8.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

OCC Shoebox Packing Party at St Stephen’s  Thursday 6 October - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

CTiC Evening with Charles Price at Spotlight Theatre    Saturday 8 October - 7.30 pm 
 Freedom Leisure Centre, Cinderford, GL14 2AF 

SHINE Ladies’ Conference at St Stephen’s  Friday 14 and Saturday 15 October 

Wave of Light for Pregnancy & Infant Loss  Saturday 15 October, 7.00 pm - 8.00 pm 

BoB Breakfast at The Witham’s (6 Greenhill Close) Saturday 15 October  - 9.00 am - 10.00 am 

Craft Fayre at St Stephen’s    Saturday 22 October - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s   Sunday 23 October -  12.30 pm 
OCC Shoebox Packing Party at Bilson  Wednesday 26 October - 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 

Light Party at St Stephen’s    Monday 31 October - 5.30 pm - 9.00 pm 
Mothers’ Union at St Stephen’s   Tuesday 1 November - 2.00 pm 
St Stephen’s Christmas Fayre   Saturday 5 November - 10.30 am - 2.00 pm 
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Ride & Stride 

Saturday 10 September was the annual Ride & Stride event raising 
money for Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust. All three parish 
churches around the Benefice were involved, St. Ethelbert's held their 
annual Book Sale to coincide with having the church open for Ride & 
Stride. The church was open all morning and Ann Ladd reports they  did 
have a few cyclists come to sign in and have a well earned drink and were 
very pleased to welcome Andy and Chris. Due to the morning being quite 
wet, book sales were slower than usual. Jim Duffin and his son in law 
were pedalling away on an exercise bike as St Ethelbert’s contribution to the event. 

John, Eve, Nancy, Peter and Nicola from St John’s 
Church ‘strode’ around the churches in Gloucester. 
During the day they walked to 24 places of worship in 
Gloucester which included  two mosques, two spiritual 
churches and a redundant church. They report that 
they were made very welcome in the churches that 
were open and  had a lovely cup of tea and flapjack at 
the last church which was the Quaker Meeting Place. 
Sponsorship money raised to date is in excess of £200.  

Chris Witham and Andy Cole ‘rode’ around churches in the Forest. Chris writes, “Well we’d 
never normally go out for a ride on a day like this” was Andy’s positive spin as we stood in the 
shelter of my porch staring out at the torrential rain bouncing off our bikes. Normally the 
more optimistic of the two of us when we’re out on the bikes, his home made three quarter 
length water proof trousers gave him even more reason to be happier than me as we faced 
Ride & Stride 2016. I’m normally happy to be out on my bike after a week 
at work, but that day, I’d have been content to stay in the shed taking 
photos of my bike and GeoBar for the #GeoActive campaign. 

Nevertheless, we set out into the wet and we weren’t into the woods 
before I was soaked through. Still, Mitcheldean was a relaxed downhill 
roll away avoiding the slippery white lines on the Plump followed shortly 
after by a friendly welcome at the Heritage Open Day in Abenhall 
featuring work from students at Andy’s school. They encouraged us to visit Flaxley on our way 
up to Littledean which at least made us feel we deserved a cake despite it only being stop number four. It was great to see so many 

people at St Ethelbert’s and to receive such a warm welcome. 

Another good downhill run took us to St Peter’s Newnham with great views out over the misty river, followed by 
Awre and on to Blakeney where we visited both the anglican and baptist churches to bring us up to eight in quick 
succession. A longer stretch then followed as we climbed back up to Viney Hill, both glad of the extra effort 
required as we were both rather cold by this stage. We also both reminisced about past Ride & Stride’s that we’d 
done with our Dads. Andy remembered ridiculously big hills and I thought back to all the churches in Chesterfield 
that we used to visit, much closer together! 

Gathering momentum and heading back on to more familiar territory, we visited two chapels in Yorkley and 
the old Methodist church in Pillowell before riding into a head wind along the B4234 approaching Parkend, 
All Saints and lunch at Dean Forest Cycles. We’d covered 25 miles and were definitely ready for pasties but I 
knew the day was long from over and even if we headed straight home, it was 8.5 miles up hill. 

Instead of home, we headed for Coleford passing the old iron works and two steam powered tractor engines 
before calling in at Ellwood Methodist. St Margaret’s, Coleford Baptist and St John’s brought our total to 17 
as we started debating the need for cake, the call of dry clothes in Cinderford or pushing on to get even more churches. 

The weather had started to dry up by now and Coalway Methodist and The Church of the Good Shepherd were another easy two 
stops along the ridge as we made our way to number 20, Christ Church. It never occurred to me that we might only be two thirds of 
the way to our total by this stage. We left English Bicknor quickly to the tune of Mendelssohn’s Wedding March, not wanting to stick 
around and gate crash the wedding before turning the corner by the river to start the long climb from Lower Lydbrook to the top of 
Ruardean Hill. As we approached St John the Baptist (24) we had a phone call to say Rachel and Kate were getting ready to pack up at 
St Stephen’s and we needed to be quick if we wanted cake! 

Given the total lack of churches serving cake since Littledean, we didn’t hang about at any of the three churches in Drybrook on our 
way to a wonderfully sunny Cinderford. We dropped out of the woods to Bilson Mission and then rode up the High Street to the 
Methodist Church and St Stephen’s completely oblivious that I’d ripped a rather large hole in the back of my shorts! We were so glad 
to finally get some more sustenance and a drink but we weren’t quite done. Our Lady of Victories, St John’s and the Baptist Church 
rounded out a total of 30 churches, 48.2 miles, 6 hours of riding, 4160 ft of climbing and a great sense of achievement. 

I’d like to say a massive thank you to Andy for planning the route and taking it easy on me by “flattening the route out” and also to 
everyone who has sponsored us. We’ve raised around £150.

Mike’s Question:  
Other than in the lists in Matthew, 
Mark and Luke, what or where do 
we hear about the Apostles (other 

than Simon Peter, James, John and 
Judas Iscariot) in the Gospels? 

Mike’s Challenge:  
Continuing our disciples / apostles 
theme, what problem do we 

encounter with creating a list of 
12 away from the Gospels? 

Answers will be in next month’s 
“News & Views” but please do 
discuss with Mike in the 
meantime! 

Answers to last 
month’s?’s:  
The 12 Disciples or Apostles as 
named in the Gospels are Simon 
(Peter), Andrew, James, John, 
Philip, Bartholomew (or possibly 

Nathanael), Thomas, Matthew, 
James son of Alphaeus, Thaddeus 
(or possibly Jude/Judas), Simon 

(the Cananean or Zealot) and 
Judas Iscariot.
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Lectionary 

2 October (19th Sunday after Trinity) 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 Psalm 37:1-9 
2 Timothy 1:1-14  Luke 17:5-10 
2 October (Michael and All Angels) 
Genesis 28:10-17  Psalm 103:19-end 
Revelation 12:7-12  John 1:47-end 
9 October (20th Sunday after Trinity) 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c  Psalm 111 
2 Timothy 2:8-15  Luke 17:11-19 
16 October (21st Sunday after Trinity) 
Genesis 32:22-31  Psalm 121 
2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5  Luke 18:1-8 
23 October (Bible Sunday) 
Isaiah 45:22-end  Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 15:1-6  Luke 4:16-24 
30 October (All Saints’ Day) 
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18  Psalm 149 
Ephesians 1:11-end  Luke 6:20-31 
30 October / 2 November (All Souls) 
Philippians 2:12-18  Psalm 27:1-5 
    Luke 14:25-33 

Getting to Know You … with 
Karen Jones 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? Vanilla. 
Favourite book? To Kill a Mockingbird.  
Favourite season? Autumn.  
Favourite item of clothing? Onesie.  
Favourite colour? Blue. 
Favourite City? Stockholm.  
Favourite actor/actress? Nicolas Cage.  
Favourite film? ALL the Star Wars ones! 

Favourite hymn or church song? Be Thou My Vision.  
Favourite Church Building? Wells Cathedral.  
Favourite flower or tree? Allison (reminds me of my nan). 
Are you a cat person or a dog person? Dog. 
First job? Admin assistant. 
Worst job you’ve done? Administrator for a management 
consultancy. 
Favourite food & drink? Hot buttered toast and green tea. 
What was your best holiday? Disneyland, Florida. 
What would be your ideal holiday? Something quiet and peaceful. 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village. 
Earliest memory? Being wheeled up our road on dad’s motorbike. 
Which living person do you most admire? The Queen. 
Where would you most like to be right now? In bed. 
First car (and did it have a name)? Ford Fiesta - Mikey. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? 
Aston Martin DB9.  
When were you happiest? When I was a young child. 
Favourite TV programme? Neighbours. 
What do you owe your parents? Everything. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? 
1930’s, to go and see my grandparents. 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be 
and why? Not Karen, because everyone was called Karen 
in the 70’s. Rebecca, because it’s Biblical. 
Favourite place to eat out? An Italian restaurant. 
What would your superpower be? Kindness. 
Favourite building? Windsor Castle. 
Favourite family memory? Chloe’s adoption. 
Favourite place to go shopping? Online. 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? An 
owl, just because I could. 
Best job you’ve ever had? The one I’m in now, working at 
Heart of the Forest School. 
Most treasured possession? My grandmother’s wedding 
and engagement rings. 
What four people (dead or alive) would you invite to a dinner 
party? My paternal grandfather (as I never got to meet 
him); The Queen; the Dalai Lama; Audrey Hepburn. 
What keeps you awake at night? The kids. 
Favourite joke? Why is the sky so high? So the birds don’t 
bump their heads!
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Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel  
• Robert, Bishop-designate of Tewkesbury 
• those who have recently been bereaved 
• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• Mike; in his ministry around the Benefice 
• Anthea; in her ministry as deacon 
• Chris, Eunice, Linda, Lynne and Richard; our 

Licensed Readers 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 
•Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) 

and their sons Sam and Aaron 
•Cinderford Street Pastors 
•children, young people and their leaders 
•Kate, Mark, Melissa, Niall, Gemma, Anastacia, 

Katherine; all baptised in September 
•Penny, Melissa, William, Kate, Anthony, Hazel, 

Weslee, Rod and Mark; all confirmed in 
September 

•SHINE Ladies’ Conference and all who attend 
•Light Party and all children and young people 

who attend along with the leaders 
•Daniel & Samantha; Chris & Claire; getting 

married in October

Benefice Pilgrimage 

The fifth edition of this annual pilgrimage to each of our 
churches began at 9.30 am in St Michael’s, Soudley with 
readings and prayers as usual. Fifteen walkers then set out via 
the ponds and Pleasant Stile to St Ethelbert’s for coffee and 
cakes before our number swelled to 26 for readings and 
prayers. Refreshed we continued along Greenway and up 
through the fields to the former Foresters pub and thence by 
several routes to St Stephen’s where a splendid lunch and 
welcome drinks awaited us, as did others who were lunching 
then staying for readings and prayers. Eventually we dragged 
ourselves from the food and fellowship to rejoin the forest 
edge for a stroll down to Bilson. Refreshments were once 
again available, consumed with thanks and, after readings and 
prayers we set out on our final section across to the Linear 
Park and so up to St John’s - to be greeted by tea and lovely 
cakes! More good fellowship with readings and final prayers 
brought the pilgrimage to an end. 

Good weather blessed us for the fifth time; Linda and Richard 
ably led us in all the worship – thanks to them. And thanks also 
to all who joined those walking the whole way; it was great to 
have others with us for one or more sections of walking and for 
the prayer and fellowship time. Thanks to all who kept us so 
well fed and watered. No need for anyone to stay away if 
walking is not for you, join us next year to experience the food 
and fellowship. Some of us were a little ‘creaky’ the next day 
but it was so worth it.  - Peter Poole 

St Stephen’s Christmas Fayre - Sat 5 Nov 

Free entry and a very warm welcome! If you have any items to 
donate, please contact Rachel (mrswitham@gmail.com / 
719438) or bring along to an event / service at St Stephen’s. 

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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Fairtrade Focus 

Apple Walnut Spice Muffins 
Makes 10 - 12 standard size muffins.  

One of the editor’s favourite recipes for using the glut of local 
apples available at this time of year! 
Ingredients 
255 g / 9 oz plain flour 
3 tsps / 15 ml baking powder 
1 tsp / 5 ml mixed spice# 
1 tsp / 5 ml cinnamon# 
pinch of ginger# 
100 g / 3.5 oz light brown sugar* 
1 egg 
170 g / 6 oz finely chopped apple 
150 ml / 5 fl oz milk (or soya / coconut milk) 
90 ml / 3 fl oz vegetable oil 
60-85 g / 2-3 oz raisins*, sultanas* or chopped walnuts* 
Topping 
3 tbsps / 45 ml light brown sugar* 
60 g / 2 oz chopped walnuts* 

(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag (#) 
are available as Fairtrade but not from church - speak to Rachel for 
advice on where to purchase - 719438). 
Method 
1. Preheat oven to Gas Mark 5 / 375OF / 190OC. 
2. Prepare muffin tins with your muffin cases. 
3. In a large bowl, sift together: flour, baking powder and 

spices. 
4. In a separate bowl, beat egg. Stir in sugar, milk, 

chopped apple and oil. 
5. Pour all of the wet mix into the dry mix. Stir until just 

combined. Add the dried fruit or chopped walnuts in 
the final strokes. The mixture will be quite thick as the 
apple releases juice as it cooks. 

6. Spoon into tins. Sprinkle with topping. 
7. Bake about 20-25 minutes until tops are light brown 

and spring back when gently pressed. 

Did you know? The farmers involved with Mountain 
Fruits also grow apricots, apples, cherries, mulberries, 
peaches, almonds and pine nuts! 

Traidcraft’s Fairtrade Organic Walnuts are a new 
product for the stall at St Stephen’s, although they have 
been available from Traidcraft for a while. The walnuts 
come from Northern Pakistan, with over 6,000 growers 
scattered around tiny, remote settlements across the 
Himalayan Mountain region. 

Mountain Fruits was set up in 2000 with a founding 
mission to improve the incomes and opportunities for 
isolated farming communities in the area. Along with 
acting as a buyer by providing markets for the local 
produce, they also train farmers in increasing production 
and the processing and grading of nuts. The methods used 

create a product of an international marketable standard, 
with greatly improved stability and food-safety compared 
with traditional drying techniques. 

The conditions in these rural parts of Pakistan are rather 
extreme, with summer temperatures exceeding 40 
degrees Celsius and winter temperatures dropping below 
minus ten! 

Farming is made possible by using forced irrigation 
systems for the glacial melt waters from the Karakoram 
and Himalayan mountains creating flavoursome walnuts! 

Over the years, the Fairtrade Premium has been spent on 
a variety of projects providing all sorts of benefits for 
remote rural communities including: books for community 
schools, a new playground, building a community hall, 
building schools, 
water tanks, a 
generator, sewing 
machines, school fees 
for the poorest 
students and 
irrigation updates! 

If you try the 
Traidcraft walnuts, please let Rachel 
(mrswitham@gmail.com / 719438) know if you would like 
them to stay on the stall, or if there is anything else that 
you can see in the catalogue that you would like to try.

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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I’m in a Benefice church,          
but where? 

Organ detail at St Ethelbert’s Church, 
Littledean.

Who’s on the Trike? 

Rev Canon Philippa Brunt 
Benefice of Parkend and Viney Hill 

Previous Curate at St Stephen’s

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Ventilation chimney at  
The Palace Cinema.

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Sat 5 Nov - 10.3 am - 2.00 pm St Stephen’s Christmas Fayre  

Sun 13 Nov - Remembrance Sunday 

Sat 26 Nov - 11.00 am - 1.30 pm St Ethelbert’s Christmas Market 

Tue 29 Nov - 6.00 pm - 9.00 pm Ladies’ Christmas Evening   
   at St Stephen’s 

Sun 4 Dec - 4.00 pm Advent Carols at St John’s 

Wed 7 Dec - 7.30 pm Shalom Christmas Service at St Stephen’s Church 

Sun 11 Dec - 3.00 pm Christmas Concert at St John’s 

Wed 14 Dec - 7.00 pm Looking for the Light Service at St Stephen’s 

Fri 16 Dec - 7.30 pm Christmas Carol Concert at Bilson 

St John’s Harvest 

Our celebrations at St John’s 
were held on Sunday 4 
September, with the colourful 
floral decorations inside the 
church a welcome contrast to 
the somewhat miserable day. 
Items for the foodbank were 
donated at both the morning 
and evening services. In the evening Richard led our worship, Linda preached a 
most appropriate sermon, and we all sang harvest hymns lustily.  
The ensuing bring and share supper was more than ample, 
washed down with wine, soft drinks, tea or coffee. Folk 

mingled, ate and chatted for 
quite a while before our time of 
good fellowship came to an end. 
Many thanks to all who 
contributed. 
- Peter Poole and John Holliday 
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
01594 822286 
07903 436009 

mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday,  

if you need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Assistant Curate: Anthea Beresford 
01594 822396 

anthea@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Anthea has a full-time job and her regular 
church day off is Saturday. Please phone / 

email and she will respond as soon as possible) 

Churchwarden at St Ethelbert’s:  
Peter Meredith - 01594 822445 

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens at St Stephen’s: 
Nick Jones - 01594 825902 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753  
Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer: 
Karen Jones - 01594 825902 

safeguarding@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/cinderfordcofe 

Or find us on Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/cinderfordchurches/ 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham 

If you have anything for the next 
magazine (articles, photographs) or would 

like to enquire about placing an advert 
please contact magazine@cinderford-

churches.org.uk by Saturday 15 October. 

Comments and opinions expressed do 
not necessarily reflect the views  

of the Editors, the PCCs or  
the Vicar of the Benefice.

Mothers’ Union 

As reported last month we held 
our 140th Anniversary tea for 
Mothers’ Union. The weather was 
appalling but thankfully it didn’t 
deter the 40 members and 
friends who came along. The back 
of church looked beautiful 
decorated with balloons, bunting 
and blue and white hydrangea flower arrangements on white lacy 
tablecloths. We looked out our best china tea-sets which very rarely see the 
light of day and with Karen Wentworth’s lovely cake stands for the cakes we 

could be forgiven for thinking we were dining at The Ritz. 

The catering was certainly on par, with 
assorted sandwiches, quiches, scones & 
cream, cheese scones, cakes of every 
description donated; not only from MU 

members but also from our congregation! Chocolate 
Mousse and little lemon jellies with lemon cream completed the menu. 

Pat Allen’s lovely choir sang for us contributing to a great afternoon. Some 
of us wore hats, fascinators or headbands made by Rachel, all helping to 
create the right atmosphere. To date, we have raised approximately £250 
for Away From It All, a truly wonderful amount! 

My thanks to everyone who contributed in any 
way; Rachel and Heather for selling tickets and 
helping when I could not be available and not 
forgetting the churchwardens and Mike who did 
all the heavy work.  

We welcomed Dot and David Flello to our September meeting who walked 
1,201 miles from Lands End to John O Groats for MacMillan Cancer 
Support. Dot talked about the journey while David illustrated it with film. I 
think this was one of the most interesting talks we’ve had to date. They 
started off in January, showing a field full of daffodils in Cornwall and in 
April when they reached Scotland it was still showing Spring flowers. 

Dot had a table full of everything they needed and carried with them in 
rucksacks. This included the tent, a small camping gas stove with kettle, 
saucepan and frying pan, thermal tights and underwear, sleeping bags, 
tablets and lots more that all packed away neatly in different containers. 

They were both amazed at how generous the people they met on the way 
were, when asking where they could pitch their tent inevitably they offered 
their back gardens. Where possible, Dot said they walked along canal paths. 
If they occasionally had a pub meal, the landlord would not charge them 
when they knew they were walking for charity.  

To date, they have raised £3,546.29! When asked if they would do it again, 
they said probably but the other way round - John O Groats to Lands End, 
but not yet. 

Our October meeting is on 
Wednesday 5 October and will 
be the Deanery Coffee 
Morning with Bring & Buy. 
Beginning at 10.00 am with 
Holy Communion followed by 
coffee and light lunches. 
Proceeds will go to MU 
Overseas work. We would 
welcome anyone to all or part 
of the morning.   - Sheila Moore
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