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Inside this Month… 

Who’s on the Trike? 

NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

"Cancel Easter, everyone. Trust us, after hearing the 
bombshell we're about to drop, you won't feel like 
celebrating anything ever for the rest of time." 

The above is not my view! This is a quote from an 
US online news site and refers to the recent 
argument about the change to the chocolate in 
Cadbury's Creme Eggs. If you haven't been aware 
of this (perhaps because you have been on holiday on the moon) then I will 
explain. After many years of the shell of Cadbury's Creme Eggs being 
made from Cadbury's Dairy Milk, the recipe has been changed this year 
and there is great controversy about the new chocolate which is generally 
felt to be not as good (by a long way). 

The story has been covered by the BBC, in most UK national papers, 
online and in social media with headlines including 'The Cadbury's Creme 
Egg scandal' and 'Cadbury's Creme Egg chocolate controversy'. Some of 
the comments on social media also talk about Easter being ruined, echoing 
the sentiments of the US site quoted above. I am not a Creme Egg fan, but 
I do love Cadbury's Dairy Milk (particularly in its Fairtrade formats!) so I 
can sympathise with those who are upset. 

Headlines and social media comments are often intended to be somewhat 
controversial to attract attention, but I am interested in the association 
between Easter and chocolate and the thought that problems with our 
favourite chocolate would ruin our Easter. 

Obviously, Easter isn't really about chocolate. Or eggs. Or bunnies. Or 
even daffodils. The reason for associations between eggs, bunnies, 
daffodils and Easter is because they provide images of new life. We could 
easily write this off as being to do with Spring and the fact that Easter 
occurs at this time of year, but the idea of new life is tightly bound with the 
theology of Easter. At a simple level we could associate new life with the 
resurrection of Jesus on that first Easter Sunday and this is probably 
where the images come from. But for Christians, the real message of new 
life associated with Easter is that through what Jesus did for us on the 
cross we have the opportunity for new life, with Jesus, with God the 
Father, starting now and lasting on into eternity. 

That's Good News! Always has been. Always will be. No change. Ever. So 
let's not cancel Easter. 

If you are a Creme Egg fan, I hope you are not too upset by the Creme Egg 
'scandal'. I hope you enjoy some chocolate eggs and bunnies and have 
daffodils in your garden and home over Easter. But more than anything I 
hope you have found new life in Jesus. If you would like to talk about this, 
please get in touch. It would be great to celebrate Easter with you at one 
of our services. 

Have a joyous and life-filled Easter. 

God Bless,    
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 5 April 
EASTER Day

10.00 am CBE 10.30 am HC 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAHC + Baptism

Sun 12 April 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 9.00 am HC 
11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 19 April 10.30 am 
Joint Service

9.30 am PE 11.00 am Baptism, JC 
3.00 pm HC

Sun 26 April 3.00 pm HC 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 3 May 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Midweek Service Times

AAHC = All Age Holy Communion; AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening 
Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); 
MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Mon 30 March  
(Holy Week)

7.30 pm HC

Tue 31 March 
(Holy Week)

7.30 pm HC

Wed 1 April 
(Holy Week)

7.30 pm HC 10.00 am HC

Thu 2 April 
(Maundy Thurs)

7.30 pm HC 
(Meal and Service)

Fri 3 April 
(Good Friday)

10.00 am  
Joint Service 

at the URC

2.00 pm “Last Hour” 
7.30 pm Good Friday 

Liturgy

Wed 8 April 10.00 am CBE

Wed 15 April 10.00 am HC 
7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 22 April 10.00 am HC

Wed 29 April 10.00 am HC 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 6 May 10.00 am HC

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.
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Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army Forest of Dean 
01594 823462 
www.salvationarmy.org.uk 

  

Our Lady of Victories RC 
01594 833173 
www.forestrc.co.uk 

  

Forest of Dean Community 
Church 
07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

  

Cinderford Methodist Church 
01594 825662 
www.gloucestershiremethodist. 
org.uk/chSites/Cinderford/ 

  

Cinderford Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

  

Littledean URC 
01452 760271

Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
St Ethelbert’s holds a range of 
service types at 10.30 am each 
Sunday. Services on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month alternate 
between St Ethelbert’s and 
Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
At St John the Evangelist 
regular worship at 9.30 am on 
Sunday mornings is in the 
moderate catholic tradition 
and has a Eucharistic and 
sacramental focus, reflecting 
the Church’s seasons, using mainly traditional hymns. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
St Michael and All Angels, a 
Chapel of Ease in Soudley village, 
has a similar tradition to St John’s, 
the worship being in the 
moderate catholic tradition. Holy 
Eucharist is celebrated on 
alternate Wednesdays. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
At St Stephen’s there is a 
broad range of worship styles. 
11.00 am Sunday services are 
contemporary in style with 
worship led by a band and 
words displayed on screen. 
Activities for children and young people are always 
provided. Other services are more traditional, using 
the organ or piano. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
Bilson Mission is a tin church, 
originally built in 1880, that hosts 
traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month.

I’m in a Benefice church, 
but where? 

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers can be found on page 11. 
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‘BoB’ Breakfast 

On Saturday 21 March, a group 
of men met at St Stephen’s 
c h u r c h f o r B o B ( B a n d o f 
Brothers) monthly breakfast and 
we were soon tucking into bacon 
rolls, bread and jam, hot cross 
buns and coffee. 

Mike introduced the subject for 
today, “being looked after,” which 
related to Nigel a regular 
member who is at present in 
hospital. We spent an hour 
chatting and sharing each others 
experiences.  

After breakfast a number stayed 
behind to carry on clearing the 
churchyard. 

BoB breakfast is held regularly 
on the 3rd Saturday in the month 
at 9.00am in St Stephen’s 
Church. The food is excellent, as 
is the conversation – why not 
join us? All men are welcome. 

   - John Holliday 

B o B B r e a k f a s t i s n ex t o n 
Saturday 18 April at St Stephen’s 
Church from 9.00 am - 10.00 am. 

Where in the World…         
is Anne? 

Answer can be found on page 11. 

Focus on: Mothers’ Union 

Mothers' Union (MU) is a community of over 4 million members 
in 83 countries who offer Christian care for families. Seeking to 
nurture individuals, families and society as a whole, members 
pray for relationships to be flourishing and loving; campaign for 
social justice for the marginalised and bring protection to those 
without a voice and enable development (economic, relational 
and personal) so that family life is strengthened. 
The MU in Cinderford and Littledean is represented through a 
Benefice branch which was formed in 2013 uniting the branches 
from across the Benefice churches. The local branch is part of the 
Forest South Deanery and the Gloucester Diocese. 
The local branch aim to meet once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, at St Stephen’s Church from 2.00 pm. 
There’s generally a short time of prayer and a hymn, followed by a 
speaker and then time to share refreshments and fellowship. 
However, the next meeting will be on Tuesday 5 May at the 
Baptist Chapel and will include a ‘keep fit’ display. 
Each MU branch has prayer partners around the globe and all 
branches participate in the “Wave of Prayer.” This year, our local 
branch will be praying for MU branches from Sudan, Nigeria 
Tanzania, and India; these branches will in turn be praying for our 
branch! In this way, all branches globally are covered in prayer. In 
Cinderford, our time of prayer will take place in St Stephen’s on 
Friday 4 September, 9.00 am - 9.30 am. 
A “Lady Day Service” is held on March 25 annually, also known as 
the Feast of the Annunciation, celebrating the visit of the Angel 
Gabriel to Mary to tell her she would be the mother of Jesus. 
A quiet afternoon is held yearly (Monday 1 June, 2.00 pm, Pludds 
Village Hall), with a speaker and time for prayer and reflection. 
During October, a Deanery overseas coffee morning with light 
lunches is held to raise money for the work of MU overseas. The 
money is used by branches overseas where it is most needed and 
has previously been used to purchase bicycles, tools and send aid 
to areas that have been struck by natural disasters. 
Cinderford and Littledean MU also contribue to “Away From it 
All,” who provide holidays for those who financially cannot afford 
one but would really benefit from some time away. Money is also 
used to support children to join in with school activities, such as 
day trips, that they otherwise would not be able to. 
The Deanery branches are responsible for organising prayers 
and flowers in the MU chapel at Gloucester Cathedral annually. 
The Cinderford Mothers’ Union annual calendar ends with the 
Deanery Advent Carol Service, which this year will take place at 
St Stephen’s on Monday 7 December at 2.00 pm. 
Our local Mothers’ Union branch would be pleased to see any 
visitors (there is no need to be a mother or even a lady, men are 
welcome!) who would like to join us for any of our meetings or 
activities throughout the year. 
To find out more, please speak to the Branch Leader, Sheila 
Moore on (01594) 823055.
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include a bedroom with ensuite and a balcony, 
which can be used by visitors. There is now a 
quiet room that houses a library and computers; 
local children are encouraged to use the room 
and computers for school homework. But it is 
also a room for prayer. On Thursdays a regular 
Bible study is held and on Saturdays, a 
fellowship meeting when children and adults 
meet together for worship. 

Deca Clark 

This is a nicer area, located just a few miles 
outside of Angeles City, where Jim and Adalia 
have recently been able to purchase a property. 
The house is new but the inside has been left for 
the new owners to finish off! So the wall 
divisions, for example, are missing. Jim and 
Adalia will no doubt have fun deciding how they 
want the house laid out. Jim feels that they need 
to make a home that will provide some privacy 
and quiet. Since this house will be more western 
style, it will be a good place to entertain visiting 
family and friends. Jim and Adalia also have a 
dream of bringing children from the poor area to 
this home for an overnight stay, to give them 
experience of a better life style and offer them 
counsel on education and work opportunities. 
Local facilities for swimming and skate boarding 
would also allow the children to have fun. 

Building plan 

Jim would like to purchase some land to put up a 
bamboo hut with thatch roof called a kibu. He’d 
like to use this for Bible studies and if this proves 
to be an effective ministry, to then extend the 
property in a simple way with kitchen facilities. 

Of course, Jim and Adalia are also involved with 
various prayer ministries, often getting called 
upon to go to the hospital or funerals simply to 
pray. They remain involved with other Christians 
too offering encouragement. Specifically, they 
are developing a team of people to help with 
their own ministry, who can be relied on to take 
over functions when Jim and Adalia are not 
available. Seems to me, Pause for Prayer should 
get back to praying! Jim and Adalia need it. 
  - Eunice Wilson 

Update On the Philippines     

This week our Pause for Prayer group paused in 
their praying to allow Jim Fisher the opportunity to 
update us on his mission work out in the Philippines. 
Jim and Adalia remain totally committed to serving 
the Lord in their daily lives accepting the challenges 
and opportunities that come their way, and trusting 
God for wisdom and strength to keep going. Prayer 
and God's Word remain the core of their lives. 

Angeles City, about 75 miles north of Manila 

This is where Jim and Adalia are based, they share a 
home with members of Adalia's family so they are 
often short of space. However, they have reserved 
the front room of the house as a place for prayer 
and Bible study. This room is open at all times for 
people to visit, even if they just need a space to rest. 
Sometimes people arrive as early as 6:00am for 
breakfast because they have no money for food. Jim 
and Adalia are happy to share their own meals with 
them. Bibles and Christian literature are available in 
this meeting room for the visitors who call. 

Santa Lucia, a resettlement area 
Jim and Adalia have established a mission house 
here; the area is a needy one where families live in 
cramped conditions. The little money people have is 
often misspent on drink and gambling. The mission 
house is a symbol of hope, with the message ‘Jesus 
loves everyone and with Jesus change is possible.’ 
Jim and Adalia have the opportunity to share 
Christ's love with both children and adults. Once a 
week they have a feeding programme which 
benefits about 40 children; this is also a chance to 
teach Bible stories and Christian songs. There is a 
keyboard which can be used for worship and some 
of the children are learning to play. Lessons are 
given by musicians at a local church. The  property 
has been nicely decorated and extended upwards to
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Activity and Event Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St Stephen’s Vicarage

Thu 2 April 
(Maundy 

Thurs)

12 noon - 1.30 am 
Christian Aid Lunch 

@ URC

Fri 3 April 
(Good Friday)

12 noon  
March of Witness  
(start in Triangle)

Sat 4 April 9.30 am Parish 
Prayer Meeting

Wed 8 April 2.30 pm  
Bible Study

Tue 14 April 7.00 pm Ladies’ Curry 
Meal  

(at The Curry Leaf)

Thu 16 April 6.30 pm Parliamentary 
Hustings

Sat 18 April 9.00 am BoB Breakfast

Wed 22 April 2.30 pm 
Fellowship 

Meeting

7.00 pm 
people@prayer 

8.00 pm Bible Study

Sun 26 April 1.00 pm Fellowship 
Lunch

Sat 2 May 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 
Craft Fayre

Weekly Activities

Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (during term time only, not 1st Tuesday of month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
4.30 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), St Stephen’s Church (during term time only) 
 Craft and activity club for primary school children 
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (during term time only) 
 Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (during term time only) 
 Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities
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WILDER 

WILDER is a group that has evolved from the Sunday morning youth work at St Stephen’s. 
We really wanted to cater for our ‘young adults’ and give them the opportunity to explore 
their faith on a deeper level. We wanted to give them the opportunity to ask questions and 
think about their own personal relationship with God. We meet twice a month, on the 3rd 
and 4th Sunday evenings, from 7.00 pm till 8.30 pm. We have a drink as people arrive then 
we get down to business. 

We aim to present Biblical truth in this informal setting, giving time to ask questions and 
discuss meaning. At the moment we are working through the Youth Alpha course, which 
gives an introduction to the Christian faith. In the group we have time to explain, discuss and 
hopefully gain a deeper understanding of Truth. These young adults are interested in and 
passionate about so many things, our aim is to give them the opportunity to make the most 
important one Jesus.  

Please continue to pray for them as they journey into adulthood. Thank you. 

In April, WILDER will meet at 23B Dockham Road, Cinderford from 7.00 pm until 8.30 pm 
on Sun 19 and Sun 26.  The group is open to all young people from Year 9 upwards. 

 - Susie Nicklin

Mothers’ Union 
March Meeting 

The March meeting was led 
by Nikola Poole with 
fourteen members and 
friends attending. The 
speakers were Di Martin 
and her colleague Sarah 
Stephenson, who both 
talked about their work with 
Gloucester Domestic Abuse 
Support Service (GDASS) 
and how they hope to 
reestablish a Forest Refuge. 
Currently, support groups 
are run around the Forest 
but the main drawback is 

transport, women need to 
be able to travel to groups 
but there are often poor bus 
links between towns. 
Funding is very much 
needed, both to assist with 
travel and also setting up 
additional groups. One 
question addressed was on 
children and young people 
struggling within these 
situations, GDASS has a 
provision for this and are 
working to set up further 
areas alongside working 
with other organisations. 

With regard to the rise of 
food banks, Di suggested 

that simple recipes might be 
included with items given to 
the food bank to assist 
people in using their food. 
Both Di and Sarah were 
thanked for an excellent, 
interesting and informative 
talk.  

As our Lady Day Service 
took place on Wednesday 
25 March, we shall not meet 
in April and therefore the 
next meeting is Tuesday 5 
May, when we shall be 
visiting the Baptist Chapel 
for a keep fit display at    
2.00 pm in the schoolroom.

Parliamentary Hustings 

St Stephen’s Church will be hosting this 
event on Thursday 16 April from 6.30 pm. 
There will be 4 candidates attending 
alongside the current MP for the Forest of 
Dean: Mark Harper (Conservative); Steve 
Parry-Hearn (Labour); Chris Coleman 
(Liberal Democrat); James Greenwood 
(Green); Steve Stanbury (UKIP). 

Please come along and join in finding out 
the views of the people seeking to 
represent us in Parliament. If you wish to 
ask a question, please prepare it 
beforehand - written questions to be put  
to all candidates (not specific questions to 
individual candidates) to be submitted at 
the beginning of the evening.
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Rev Robert Bruce 

Rev Robert Bruce was rector of 
Littledean from 1903 until March 
1915. Prior to this he spent 28 
years in Northern India and Persia 
as a missionary. On return to 
England, he became Professor of 
Persian Studies at University 
College, London. 

He translated the Book of Common 
Prayer and wrote a Bible history 
both in Persian in 1882. 

He was very active in our Parish, 
was greatly respected and was 
buried in Littledean Churchyard. 
The names of some of the bearers 
may be of interest to a number of 
families in the village today. Here 
they are in alphabetical order: 

 F. A. Boughton Felix Carter 
 Hubert Embling F. Glastonbury 
 S. Jones  W. Nash 
 J. Newman  W. Shott 
 J. Smith  W. Smith 
 W. Stubbs  ?. Stubbs 
Miss Burgum was the organist and 
Mr S.J. Morgan the undertaker. 

Bilson News 

Many thanks to Chris Witham who 
took our service on Sunday 8 March 
and for bringing down a TV and the 
films on the work of Fairtrade and 
Traidcraft’s Fair Necessities Appeal. 
It was really interesting to see how it 
helps improve the lives of people in 
Bangladesh - one of the poorest 
countries in the world! We also 
welcomed two ladies we met at 
Women’s World Day of Prayer. 

Please keep in your prayers the work of 
the Leprosy Mission who bring hope to 
those suffering from this disease and 
the subsequent social isolation and 
rejection by their communities. This 
chain of utter humility and despair can 
be broken! As we celebrate the 
Resurrection of Jesus this Easter give 
thanks for the doctors, nurses and 
outreach workers who dedicate their 
lives to this cause in their daily lives. 

Getting to Know You … with Linda Blagg 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? Blackcurrant 
First job?  Evening paper round 
Favourite colour? Blue 
Favourite film? Keeping Mum 
Favourite season? Spring. 
Favourite flower or tree? Carnations 
Favourite chain to eat at? Harvester 
Favourite actor/actress? Dame Maggie Smith 
Favourite place to go shopping? Chester 
What do you owe your parents? Love  

If you could be any animal, what would you be and why?         
A cat, so I could curl up somewhere warm all day 
Did you enjoy your school days?    
Not at the time, but looking back they weren’t so bad 
What would be your ideal holiday? I love holidaying in Britain, but 
I’d love it to be guaranteed hot and sunny! 
Favourite food & drink? Cheese & Biscuits + a glass of red wine  
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be?         
Anything that was a convertible 
If you could choose your own first name: what would it be & why?  
Charlotte, I just like it 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village 
Favourite item of clothing?  My onesie 
Are you a cat-person or a dog-person? Cat 
First car (and did it have a name)? Vauxhall Astra – no name 
What was your best holiday? The Isles of Scilly in 1997 
Favourite hymn or church song? Be Thou my Vision 
What is your earliest memory? Breaking my arm at the age of 3 and 
going to hospital in an ambulance 
What would your superpower be? Holy Spirit 
Which living person do you most admire? The Queen 
Most embarrassing moment? Dropping blackcurrant ice cream, 
trying to catch it + making more of a mess in Hay-on-Wye 
Favourite Church building?  Gloucester Cathedral 
Most treasured possession? Cross and chain given to me by a 
favourite aunt 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why?    
To a time when my maternal grandmother was alive, I would love 
to have met her but she died before I was born 
What keeps you awake at night?  Nothing 
Where would you most like to be right now?       
With my children and grandchildren 
Best job you have ever had?  
The one I have now, reception manager in a GP surgery 
Worst job you’ve done? Behind the bar in the Swan 
When were you happiest? The day I got married 
Favourite TV programme? Downton Abbey 
Favourite joke?  The one about the Vampire Bats!  Ask me if you 
don’t know it. 
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New Magazine 

A big thank you to the Diocesan Mission 
Development Fund for a grant to start this 
new Benefice Magazine. This has enabled 
us to distribute the magazine for free. 

We hope to have adverts from other local 
businesses to be able to continue to 
provide the magazine free of charge. 

If you would be interested in advertising, 
please contact the Editors by emailing 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk. 

people@prayer and Bible Study 

people@prayer, our Benefice prayer group 
will start again after the Easter break on 
April 22 at 7.00 pm at the Vicarage. It will 
be followed by a new style Bible Study (at 
8.00 pm until 9.00 pm). All welcome. 

Craft Fayre 

After the success of last year’s first Craft 

Fayre, St Stephen’s will be hosting two 
this year.  The first of which will be on 

Saturday 2 May from 10.00 am until 1.00 
pm. Light lunches, teas/coffees and cakes 

will be served and already we have a 
wonderful variety of local artisans booked 

with a range of beautiful creations 
(including photography, paitings, 

jewellery, pottery, handmade cards, 
mosaics and wooden ornaments). There 

will also be an area for children and young 
people to make their own crafts. 

There are still a few tables remaining, if 
anyone is interested in having a stall 

(selling handcrafted goods) please contact 
Rachel Witham - 01594 719438 

(mrswitham@gmail.com). Tables are £5 
each (entry on the day to the public is 

free). 

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
24 March, St Stephen’s 
 Carly Fay Nicholls 
 Kirsty Leanne Nicholls 
 Amie Louise Jones 
 Wayne Albert Nicholls 
28 March, St Ethelbert’s 
 Hannah Beth Piper 
 Brett Matthew Riches

mailto:magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk
mailto:magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk
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Divine Chocolate, 
Tropical 
Wholefoods, 
Zaytoun and the 
Co-Operative who all kindly donated prizes 
and samples for people to taste.” 

Money raised has been sent to Traidcraft 
Exchange’s Fair Necessities Appeal, where it 
was doubled by the UKAid programme. 
Money will be spent helping families around 
the world GROW more, EARN more and EAT 
more. Smallholder farmers such as Rasheda, 
Mohammed and Daudi. By working with 
Traidcraft, Rasheda has doubled her cucumber 
harvest, meaning more money and more 
confidence. She has joined a Traidcraft 
smallholder farmers group and receives 
training, helping her to grow more and better 
quality cucumbers. Her confidence has grown 
and she has used some of her extra income to 
invest in more land. Mohammed’s tomato crop 
is going from strength to strength after 
receiving cultivation training from Traidcraft, 
this has enabled him to expand his farm and 
pay off his loans. His family is now eating well 
and his ambition is to send his young children 
to school. Beekeeper Daudi can now send his 
children to school, breaking the cycle of 
poverty. Daudi joined a Traidcraft beekeeper 
group in Tanzania and is now the proud owner 
of over 50 beehives! He says, “It is easier to 
send my children to school. My income from 
honey means I can provide all the food that my 
family needs.” 

Thank you for making stories like this possible! 

Fairtrade Fortnight and “Big Brew” 

On Saturday 7 March, St Stephen’s Church, held 
a “Big Brew” as part of Fairtrade Fortnight 
events. The purpose of the event was to promote 
Fairtrade, raise funds for smallholder farmers 
around the world and have lots of fun eating cake 
and trying various delicious Fairtrade products! 

The event was well attended with the children 
and young 
people especially 
enjoying the 
tasting table and 
the junk 
modelling area, 
creating a 
wonderful range 
of sculptures from Fairtrade packaging. 

Cake was a large part of the event, with the 
BakeOff being judged at 11.00 am. There were 
three categories: “12 of the Same,” Biscuits and a 
Decorated Cake. All of the categories proved 
very difficult to judge with a range of delicious, 
beautifully prepared entries. All of the entries 
were made with Fairtrade sugar and as many 
other Fairtrade ingredients as possible and the 
prizes were a range of Fairtrade goodies. 
Congratulations to Maria Leighton, Maggie 
Whitney and Karen Jones for winning the adult 
prizes and Martine and Liesl for winning the 
Children and Young People Prizes. Our next 
BakeOff will be at Harvest. 

Through the sale of bacon butties, soup and cakes 
entered into the BakeOff, the event raised £270 
for Traidcraft’s Fair Necessities Appeal, which will 
be doubled through the UK Aid scheme. People 
were also able to buy a wide variety of Fairtrade 
food and gifts from several Fairtrade stalls even 
getting to sample a variety of delicious treats!  

Event organiser, Rachel Witham, said “A big thank 
you to all who attended and helped make the 
event so successful along with Liberation Nuts, 
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Who’s on the Trike? 

Haley McGoldrick 
Headteacher 

Littledean Church of England Primary School 

ANSWERS 

I’m in a Benefice church, 
but where? 

Ralph Addis 

Plaque, St 

Michael’s, 

Soudley 

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Sculpture on 

the Town 

Trail on St 

White’s Hill. 

Where in the World …          
is Anne? 

Acropolis, 

Athens

Mike's challenge: 

In my sermon on 8 March at several of the Benefice churches, I talked about the 10 
Commandments and suggested people might try to learn them. Not word for word, just the 
10 different laws. You can find them in Exodus 20. If you learn them, let me know. I will be 
very impressed(!) and you can have your name in next month's magazine if you want!  

Mike’s question: 

This month's challenge is about the 10 Commandments, which, as I say above, can be found 
in Exodus 20.  

This month's question is: Where else in the Bible can you find the 10 Commandments? 

Bonus question for the particularly enthusiastic: What are the 2 main differences between 
the Biblical lists of the 10 commandments? 

Answers will be in next month’s “News & Views” but please do discuss with Mike in the 
meantime if you have the answers or further thoughts!
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  
Peter Meredith  

- 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Sheila Cole - 01594 825301 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 01594 822286 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-
churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham 

and Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the 
magazine (articles, 

photographs or would like to 
enquire about placing an 

advert) please contact 
magazine@cinderford-

churches.co.uk by April 15. 

Comments and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Editors, the PCC ’s or 
the Vicar of the Benefice. 

Good Friday 

As we approach Holy Week our thoughts turn towards 
Good Friday, the day in which we contemplate the horrific 
way in which Jesus died for us so that we may be forgiven.  
During Good Friday there are events taking place 
throughout the Benefice which help to focus our minds on 
that terrible day. For my part, the day will begin with the 
Churches Together Walk of Witness which starts at 12 
noon in the Triangle at Cinderford when you are able to 
follow the cross. Following a light lunch in the Methodist 
church, there is the service of meditation ‘The Last Hour’ 
at 2.00 pm in St John’s Church. This meditation is based 
on the Seven Words from the Cross, thoughts on each 
word are read expressively and each word is represented 
by a lighted candle. Following each reading, there is a time 
for individual reflections, a prayer and the extinguishing of 
a candle. The meditation ends with all candles being 
extinguished which represent the death of Jesus. 
 - John Holliday, St John’s Church      

Eclipse Reflection 

On Friday morning (20 
March) I set up my camera 
on the tripod to take a 
picture of the eclipse of the 
sun.  At about 9.30am when 
the moon started to cross 
the sun it felt very eerie in 
the garden, the twilight came, the temperature dropped 
and the birds stopped singing and for no reason the ‘Good 
Friday’ thought came into my mind ‘and darkness covered 
the earth’. Then the sun then came out from behind the 
moon, the garden was filled with sunshine, it was Easter! 

Christian Aid Lunch 

On Maundy Thursday (2 April), the annual lunch in aid of 
Christian Aid will be held in the URC Hall in Littledean 
from 12 noon to 1.30 pm. Please come along and enjoy a 
bowl of delicious soup. There will be also be several stalls: 
cakes, plants and bring and buy, along with a Traidcraft 
stall selling Fairtrade food and gifts. Please try and 
support this event and help raise, Christian Aid’s Easter 
Appeal is raising funds to help malnourished children 
receive the nutrition they need to help them grow, protect 
them against disease and help rid them of parasites. 
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