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Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

I have just met with the wonderful people from the 
Forest Upcycling Project who come and do 
gardening work. We have been working out what 
needs doing around the Vicarage gardens. The 
trees and bushes have not been properly looked 
after for many years. Neither Sian nor I are 
gardeners in any way, shape or form and, even if 
we were, we don't have much time for it. I do feel bad about this as I 
walk around the garden. (Usually I recover from such feelings 
reasonably quickly!) I am sure some of your previous vicars would be 
very upset about the state of things. Anyway, the good folks from 
Upcycling are going to have a go at sorting some things out. 

Obviously the job is a bigger job now than it would have been if it had 
been undertaken in a more timely fashion, and I feel bad asking them 
to do it. Having said that, I am excited, as is Sian, about how things will 
look when everything is finished and tidied up. 

It struck me that there is something to learn from our approach to 
gardening, or the lack of it, in terms of our more general lives. If we 
have some sort of problem with our lives, it is better to get it sorted 
sooner rather than later. This is, no doubt, true of medical issues, but, 
I think, it is also true of other issues in our lives. In church, we use the 
word 'sin' a lot. We tend to think it refers to things that we have done 
wrong, but this is not always the case. It could refer to something that 
we should have done, but haven't. In simple terms, sin is anything that 
makes God sad! 

If there is something in your life that is not quite as it should be, 
whether that is something that you are doing that you would prefer 
not to be doing, or something that you are not doing that you think 
you should be doing, then my advice would be to try and get it sorted 
sooner rather than later before it becomes a bigger issue. If there is 
anything that you would like to talk about or pray with someone 
about, then please do get in touch. We are here to help. 

So, if you have some gardening work that needs sorting, don't leave it 
too long, it will only get worse. (Think about getting in touch with 
Forest Upcycling if you need some help!) If you have something in 
your life that needs sorting, don't leave it too long, it will only get 
worse. Think about getting in touch if you need some help! 

God Bless, 
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 3 April 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Sun 10 April 3.00 pm HC 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
7.00 pm HS

Sun 17 April 10.30 am JS 
@URC

9.30 am PE 11.00 am Baptism, JC 
3.00 pm HC (APCM)

Sun 24 April 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE (APCM) 11.00 am AAW

Sun 1 May 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Midweek Service Times

AAHC = All Age Holy Communion; AAW = All Age Worship; APCM = Annual Parochial Church Meeting; CBE = 
Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; HS 
= Healing Service; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = 
Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; RS = Remembrance Service; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Wed 6 April 10.00 am CBE

Wed 13 April 10.00 am CBE 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 20 April 10.00 am HC

Wed 27 April 10.00 am HC 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 4 May 10.00 am HC

Thu 5 May 
Ascension Day

7.30 pm HC

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.
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Mothers’ Union 

Fourteen members and friends attended our 
March meeting when Andrew Holt, a volunteer 
from The Children’s Society, was the speaker. 
Andrew’s talk gave us an insight into the work of 
the society and some of the heartbreaking cases 
they deal with.  

St Stephen’s and St 
John’s raise money 
for The Children’s 
Society at their 
Christingle services, 
St Ethelbert’s in 
partnership with the 
other Littledean 
churches fundraise whilst out carol singing and 
many people around the Benefice have 
collection boxes in their homes during the year. 
The Children’s Society is working towards a 
country where all children are free from 
disadvantage. Their dedicated project workers 
and volunteers tackle child poverty and neglect 
head-on. Together they help families trapped in 
debt, support young carers and runaways and 
stop sexual exploitation. They fight for change 
based on the experiences of every child they 
work with and the solid evidence that is 
gathered. Through campaigning, commitment 

and care they are determined 
to give every child in the UK 
the greatest possible chance in 
life. 

Andrew’s talk was certainly 
inspiring. If you would like a 
box to collect change 
throughout the year, please 
speak to Ann Ladd (822753). 
We also look forward to 
welcoming everyone at 
Christingle services around 
the Benefice later in the year! 

As Mothers’ Union members 
shall be at the Cathedral on 
April 4 for the Lady Day 
service, our next meeting will 
be on Tuesday 3 May when the 
speaker will be Celia Wear 
from Forest Routes. All are 
welcome.

St 
Stephen’s 

will once 
again host 

a range of 
incredibly 

talented 
local 

artisans at 
the Spring 

Craft 
Fayre. Free 

entry to 
the event, 

please 
come 

along and 
browse the 

wonderful 
range of 

homewares, gifts, jewellery and so much more and treat 
yourself to a delicious light lunch followed by some 

homemade cakes. Craft activities for young and young at 
heart. Please contact Rachel (719438 / 

mrswitham@gmail.com) for more information.

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
St Eth’s hold a range of services at 10.30 am 
each Sunday. On the 3rd Sunday of each 
month the service alternates between St 
Ethelbert’s and Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
Regular worship at 9.30 am on Sunday 
mornings is in the moderate catholic 
tradition and has a Eucharistic and 
sacramental focus. 
St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 

A Chapel of Ease in Soudley village with a 
similar tradition to St John’s. Eucharist is 
celebrated on alternate Wednesdays at 
10.00 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11.00 
am and 3.00 pm Sunday services. 
11.00 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a 
worship band and children’s and 
youth activities; 3.00 pm services 
are traditional (BCP) with organ. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at 3.00 pm.

I’m in a Benefice church, but where?  

Answers can be found  
on page 11.

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 

01594 823462 

Our Lady of Victories RC 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford Methodist 
Church 

01594 825662  

Cinderford Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

 Littledean URC 
01452 760271

From the Registers 

Funerals 
11 March Walter ‘Jack’ Davis  St Ethelbert’s, Littledean 
31 March Bernice Griffiths  Yew Tree Brake Cemetery 

Rev. Anthony (Tony) Richards passed away on March 7 2016 at the age of 89 years. Rev 
Richards was the Vicar of St Stephen’s (and Bilson Mission) from 1973 to 1980. He had 
spent the day with Beatrix (youngest daughter) and on return to the Retired Clergy home 
he sadly suffered a massive stroke.  

Our condolences are extended to Marianne, John, Caroline, Andrew, Beatrix and their 
families at this time. The funeral was on Thursday 17 March at St Peter and St Paul, 
Godalming, Surrey. 

Seen walking around 
the Benefice, but 

where? 

Answers can be found on page 11.

What is Dying? -  Thursday 12 May, 2.00 pm - 3.30 pm 

“What is Dying?” was held at St Stephen’s in November and gave people chance to 
talk about death, dying, bereavement, funerals and life beyond this life.  There will 

be a second session to give more people a chance to chat around this difficult 
topic, or a chance for people to ask further questions. All are welcome, you don't 

have to join in the talking if you choose not to, feel free to just come along and 
listen. Light refreshments will be available.
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 

‘Receive 
children. 
Receive me.’ 
was the title of 
the 2016 
service 
written by the 
Christian women of Cuba. During the service, on 
Friday 4th March, we glimpsed Cuba’s history, 
geography, culture and everyday life through three 
generations. The older generation brings the Word 
of God; the young adult carries the food that 
sustains; the youngest reveals the different areas of 
the islands. The Christian women from Cuba gave 
us an invitation to learn from each generation their 
own gift, to put children at the centre of God’s 
Kingdom, and to hear Jesus’ call to be that child.  

After the service, those that had gathered at St 
Stephen’s from churches across Cinderford and 
Littledean enjoyed sharing refreshments together, 
including some delicious ‘Torticas de Navidad’ - 
Cuban Christmas cookies covered in crushed 
cornflakes and topped with a glace cherry. 

Next years service will be on Friday 3 March and 
will be written by Christian women from the 

Philippines along the 
theme of, ‘Am I being 
unfair to you?’ As the 
service moves around 
churches in Cinderford 
and Littledean, the host 
church will be decided 
later in the year. 

Benefice Day of Prayer 

Bishop Rachel has written to all parishes asking that 

they join in praying for the Diocese between 

Ascension and Pentecost. 

We will be holding a day of prayer on Saturday 14 

May 2016 at St Stephen’s Church.  This will be a 

Benefice event and there will be more information in 

the May magazine.  In the meantime please put the 

date in your diaries.

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel  
• those who have recently been bereaved 
• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• those in training for lay and ordained ministry 

(Anthea, Chris and Richard) 
• Eunice, Linda and Lynne; our Licensed Readers 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) and 

their sons Sam and Aaron 
• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• children, young people and leaders 
• Syrian refugees, especially young children living in 

tents 
• a working towards a solution on the ground in Syria, 

so people no longer need to continue fleeing their 
homes 

• the work of MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship); give 
thanks for their amazing work accessing 
communities in the third world that are still very 
difficult to reach by road
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Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (during term time; not on the first Tuesday of the month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 5.00 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), Bilson Mission Schoolroom 
 - Craft and activity club for primary school children (during term time; not on 1 & 8 April) 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (during term time; not on 1 & 8 April)  
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (during term time; not on 1 & 8 April) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER (Year 9 +), Susie’s House, 23b Dockham Road (3 April (from 6.00 pm), 17 & 24 April) 
 - Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food. 

Activity and Event Times 

CTiC Breakfast and AGM  at St Stephen’s  
Saturday 9 April - 9.00 am 

Ladies’ Curry Night at The Curry Leaf, Cinderford 
Tuesday 12 April - 7.00 pm  

BoB Breakfast at St Stephen’s   
Saturday 16 April - 9.00 am - 10.00 am 

St Stephen’s APCM      
Sunday 17 April - after 3.00 pm HC service 

people@prayer at 30 Belle Vue Road  
Wednesday 20 April - 7.00 pm - 7.45 pm 

Bible Study at 30 Belle Vue Road   
Wednesday 20 April - 8.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

Queen’s Birthday Celebration at Bilson  
Saturday 23 April - 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm 

St John’s APCM - Sun 24 April - after 9.30 am PE service 

Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s   
Sunday 24 April -  12.30 pm 

St Eth’s APCM - Tuesday 26 April - 7.30 pm 

Mothers’ Union at St Stephen’s   
Tuesday 3 May - 2.00 pm 

Queen’s 90 Birthday Celebration 

All at Bilson invite you to join us to celebrate the Queen’s 90th 
Birthday on Saturday 23 April from 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm. There 
will be Light lunches, teas and coffees, cakes, bring & buy, games 
and activities for children / young people. All welcome to come 
and join the celebration! 

Any contributions of flags and bunting, homemade cakes and 
contributions for the Bring & Buy stall gratefully received. Please 
let Kath Greenman (827098) know if you would like lunch as this 
helps with catering.

Ladies’ Curry Night - Tue 12 April 

This will be at the Curry Leaf at 7.00 pm. The cost is 
£10 per person which includes a starter, main course 
and a side (rice or naan). Menu choices and a £5 deposit 
will need to be returned to Sian Barnsley (822286) or 
Ellen Baker (826937) by Sunday 10 April. Ladies only!
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Mike’s Challenge:  

Why did Jesus ascend 
into heaven as opposed 
to just ‘disappearing’? 

Mike’s Question:  

Why were there so many 
people from different 
places, with different 
languages, in Jerusalem 
when Peter spoke to the 
crowds after the disciples 
received the Holy Spirit? 

Answers will be in next 
month’s “News & Views” 
but please do discuss 
with Mike in the 
meantime! 

Answers to last 
month’s ?’s:  

On Palm Sunday, Jesus is 
understood to have 
entered Jerusalem, and 
The Temple, through the 
Eastern Gate, which was 
also known as the Golden 
Gate and possibly the 
Beautiful Gate.

A busy start to the year… 

Churchwardens Nick and Chris at St Stephen’s 
have had a busy start to the year. Usually a time 
for inside jobs, storms over the Christmas period 
left the outside of St Stephen’s requiring repairs. 
Guttering that blew out of its brackets needed to 
be repaired on the East Nave as well as all the 
gutters needing to be checked and cleared 
regularly to prevent blockages from excess 
leaves, sticks and debris. The lightening 
conductor has also been damaged. 

A large trough gutter on the vestry roof also 
required a number of visits to be cleared to 
prevent further water ingress into the vestry 
below. Harvey our surveyor from Arnold 
Bartosch Ltd paid a visit to the church in January 
and inspected the vestry roof with Chris. Gutters were cleared again and some 
temporary repairs made to try and prevent problems getting worse. A plan is 
being drawn up to redirect the flow of water from the gutter and Arnold Barstosh 
Ltd will be assisting us in making funding applications. 

Whilst the weather was less favourable for outside works, Nick and Chris with 
the assistance of Chris’ dad Tony finished removing the old heating pipes out of 
the main body of church. They also managed to clear all the scrap metal from the 
back of church including the old radiators and boiler. This allowed the back of 
church to be tidied up and new carpet tiles laid where pipes had been removed 
from the floor, giving some additional space and a neater look. 

Chris has been in touch with Dawson Steeplejacks to arrange for the damaged 
lightening conductor to be repaired and for the regular testing to be completed. 

With any building over 125 years old, there’s always going to be a need for 
repairs and regular maintenance 
but St Stephen’s has a poor 
combination of a sandstone and 
lime mortar construction which 
poses some interesting challenges 
and it is hoped some of the vestry 
can be repointed when other 
works are completed. Needless to 
say, even if grants are successful, 
we will need to start raising funds 
to go towards these projects in 
the coming year. If anyone has any 
suggestions for fundraising 
activities or would like to help out, 
please contact Chris or Nick.  

churchwarden.ststephens@ 
cinderford-churches.org.uk 
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Lectionary 

3 April (2nd Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 5:27-32   Psalm 118:14-end 
Revelation 1:4-8  John 20:19-end 
10 April (3rd Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 9:1-6   Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-end  John 21:1-19 
17 April (4th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 9:36-end   Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-end  John 10:22-30 
24 April (5th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 11:1-18   Psalm 148:1-6 
Revelation 21:1-6  John 13:31-35 
1 May (6th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 16:9-15   Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 22 - 22:5 John 14:23-29  
5 May (Ascension Day) 
Acts 1:1-11   Psalm 47 
Ephesians 1:15-end  Luke 24:44-end 

APCM’s Coming Up… 

Sunday 17 April - following 3.00 pm HC - St Stephen’s 
Sunday 24 April - following 9.30 am PE - St John's 
Tuesday 26 April - 7.30 pm - St Ethelbert’s 

Getting to Know You … with Nikola Poole 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? Mint. 
Favourite season? Spring.  
Favourite food & drink? Lasagne; Kir. 
Favourite colour? Blue. 
Favourite book? The Citadel.  
Favourite flower or tree? Roses. 
Favourite joke? Don’t have one.  
Favourite hymn or church song? All 
People That on Earth Do Dwell. 
Favourite film? Gone With the Wind. 
Favourite actor/actress? Damian Lewis  
First job? Clerical Assistant at GCHQ. 
Worst job you’ve done? Filing Clerk at Critchley Bros near Stroud. 
Favourite Church Building? Cartmel Priory.  
Favourite item of clothing? A blue soft woollen dress. 
What would be your ideal holiday? On a Caribbean island. 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Village. 
Earliest memory? Being bathed by my dad. 
Which living person do you most admire? HM The Queen. 
Where would you most like to be right now? Sitting in the sun. 
What was your best holiday? On the Pelion peninsula in Greece. 
First car (and did it have a name)?) Never had one. 
Best job you have ever had? School Secretary. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? 
Mazda X5 Sports Car.  
When were you happiest? On my wedding day. 
Favourite TV programme? Upstairs, Downstairs. 
Most treasured possession? My engagement ring. 
What do you owe your parents? A happy childhood. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? 
York in the 1400’s - so much history!  
Most embarrassing moment? Hitting another car turning at 
the Cinderford Bridge junction. 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be 
and why? Elizabeth, after The Queen. 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? A 
cat, as they are so inquisitive. 

Happy Birthday and Thank You 

News & Views is one year old, thank you for reading! 

The editors of the magazine would like to thank the Diocese of 
Gloucester’s Diocesan Mission Development for their generous 
grant to help start this magazine along with our advertisers, all of 
which help us to continue to provide the magazine free of charge. 

If you would be interested in advertising, please contact the 
Editorial Team for more information by emailing  
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk. 

Thanks again to: AbFab Flooring, Buds & 
Bouquets, Cameron’s Quality Butchers,  
Co-operative Funeralcare, Crome Creations, 
Forest Traders, Gordon Blake Funeral Director 
and Jemoba Pressure Washing Services.

mailto:magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk
mailto:magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk
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Operation Christmas Child 

Continuing with our aim to pack a 100 shoeboxes as a 
Benefice at the Bilson Packing Party in October… 

This month (April) we have decided to focus on stationery; a 
massive thank you to Jane Weyman who has worked very 
hard to knit 100 small pencil cases, each containing a little 
notebook and pencil. 

As stationery is so important to the children receiving the 
boxes, often allowing them to participate more fully in school, 
we would love to add to Jane’s fabulous gift. Anything from 
the following: boxes of crayons, chalks, pens, pencil 
sharpeners, rulers, notebooks (that will fit in a shoebox). 
Maths sets can be put in for older children. If you aren’t sure, 
please speak to Eunice Wilson (826753), Rachel Witham 
(719438) or Lynne Chaundy (825997). 

Previous months: March - toothpaste and toothbrush; 
February - hats, scarves, gloves; and January - soaps and 
flannels. 

Eunice is coordinating our efforts and will be 
storing items during the year, so if you have 
items ready to donate, please give them to 
her or drop off at St Stephen’s or Bilson. 
Please also let her know if you plan to knit! 

Christian Aid Week 

Christian Aid Week this year is 15 - 21 May. The 
Co-operative County Store (Dockham Road) is 
booked for a collection on Thursday 19 and Friday 
20 May from 9.00 am until 5.00 pm. Collectors are 
needed for hour long stints. It’s an easy task, simply 
requiring picking up a collection box, bib and some 
stickers from The Methodist Church (the back gate 
is almost opposite the Co-op) and then collecting 
for an hour instore. Ann will be compiling a list of 
names after Easter so please let her know if you 
are available for an hour (or two!). 

There’s also a door to door envelope collection 
around Littledean. Someone is needed to deliver 
the envelopes at the start of the week and collect 
them later that week for approximately 20 houses 
along The Ruffitt. 

If you are able to assist with The Ruffitt or the 
collection in the Co-operative Store, then please 
contact Ann Ladd (822735).

Littledean Church of England Primary School 

We are pleased to welcome the staff and pupils of Littledean School as magazine contributors. 

Our school value this term is compassion, and so during Collective Worship we have been thinking 
about what this means.  One of the stories that has helped us is ‘The Good Samaritan,’ a story Jesus 
told (see Luke 10:25-37).  

Brooke and Liesl said, ‘Can you see how compassionate the Samaritan was to the Jew even though he wasn’t the 
person who you would think would be the one to save him? This man was a true neighbour to the stranger.’ 

We have been thinking about what it means to show compassion, here are some of our thoughts about what 
compassion is: ‘When someone feels lonely and you feel sorry for 
them; you have the urge to help,’ Kaylie (year 3). 

‘Helping people with their problems,’ Emily (year 6); ‘Being kind and 
helping others when you spot that they are feeling down,’ Freddie R 
(year 4). - written by Clare 

World Book Day 

We had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day.  We all got to 
dress up as our favourite characters.  We went to the school hall to 
walk on the catwalk and show our parents our wonderful outfits.  

After this all of the parents and other visitors went 
back to the classrooms to share a book with their child.  The morning 
ended with all of the children receiving a delectable iced bun while the 
parents had a cup of tea and an iced bun in the school hall.  Adam, in 
year 5 said that he really enjoyed it ‘because I love 
books.’  Miss Haile, who organised the event, 
commented ‘I loved all of the costumes and the effort 
children and adults had gone to.  The iced buns were 
delicious too!’  - written by Harriet
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Fairtrade Focus 

Geobar Tiffin with thanks to Rachel Wade Whittington 
for this recipe 
Ingredients 
75g / 2.5 oz butter 
200g / 7 oz chocolate* 
1 tbsp golden syrup # 
300g / 10.5 oz Geobars, broken up / crumbled* 
Optional extras: nuts* or dried fruit* 

(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag (#) 
are available as Fairtrade but not from church). 
Method 
1. Melt the butter, chocolate and syrup together. 
2. Stir in the pieces of Geobar. 
3. Add dried fruit or nuts if desired. 
4. Press into a shallow 9” square tin. 
5. Allow to cool. 
6. Cut into squares. 

Did you know? Fairtrade ingredients for the Geobar 
range come from 9 different 
countries. 

Traidcraft’s GeoBar was 
launched 17 years ago and 
was the first product to 
carry the Fairtrade mark 
that contained more than 
one Fairtrade ingredient! There are now several different 
types of GeoBar all with different flavours! The Chewy 
Geobars have just been relaunched and come in three 
delicious flavours: wild apricot, mixed berries and 
chocolate. They all contain Fairtrade raisins, rice, sugar 
and honey plus dried fruit / cocoa. All three flavours are 
currently stocked on the stall at St Stephen’s. The stall 
also currently sells Cocoa Crunch Trail bars which are 
delicious, gluten free as well as being a good source of 
protein! They 
contain Fairtrade 
dates, raisins and 
cocoa. (The editor 
can personally 
recommend all of 
the above!) 

The blueberries from the Mixed Berries Geobars are from 
Apicoop in the Valdiva region of southern Chile. Apicoop 
also produce some of the Fairtrade honey for Geobars 
and,  in the right season, Apicoop’s Fairtrade blueberries 
can be found in the local Co-op! Some of you may 
remember Margo Phillips using them to make a rather 
scrumptious blueberry pie in the very first BakeOff we 
held at St Stephen’s.  

Apicoop originally began as a beekeepers project in the 
1980’s funded by the church during the Pinochet regime, 

they became an 
official cooperative 
in 1997. The fact 
that Apicoop now 
produce two 
Fairtrade products 
reduces the risk of 
relying on just one 
product and helps 
to provide 

additional employment in a rural area where jobs are 
scarce. The income from the blueberries has already 
made the cooperative less reliant on loans from 
commercial banks and has meant they could set up a 
‘cooperative bank’ that makes low-interest loans to 
members, so they can further invest in extra beehives and 
equipment. 

Fairtrade premium from both the blueberries and honey 
has been invested in equipment to make life easier for the 
farmers. For example, they don’t need to have four men to 
carry each barrel of honey anymore, because they use 
their forklift truck!! 

The beekeepers also seek the advice of an ‘agronomist’ 
who helps with avoiding and curing bee diseases and 
dealing with other agricultural issues. The happier and 
healthier the bees are, the more delicious the honey is!! 

The advance payment from Traidcraft for the very first 
crop of blueberries meant that the farmers could buy a 
blue tractor - an essential tool in the blueberry fields! 

More information about the farmers that are benefitting 
from each delicious Geobar you purchase can be found on 
the packets (or on the displays at St Stephen’s Church). 

Fairtrade Fortnight  

The theme for this years Fairtrade Fortnight was “Sit 
down for breakfast, stand up for farmers!” The Fairtrade 
Foundation asked people to sit down for a Fairtrade 
breakfast (at any time of the day) which involved eating at 
least one Fairtrade product and drinking one Fairtrade 
drink. Over 100 people did just that between the Big 
Brew and the Fellowship Lunch the day after at St 
Stephen’s. Thank you to all who joined in; if you would like 
to look at other products that you could consider 
switching to Fairtrade please see the stall at St Stephen’s 
or talk to Rachel (719438 / mrswitham@gmail.com), who 
loves to talk about Fairtrade - 
in case you haven’t noticed! 

A big thank you to the All Age 
Worship team who also 
celebrated Fairtrade 
Fortnight in style by arriving 
at church in their pyjamas to 
highlight the importance of 
thinking about where our food 
comes from! 
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I’m in a Benefice  
church, but where? 

The Mothers’ Union banner 

in St Stephen’s on the left 

hand side of the main 

communion table.

Who’s on the Trike? 

Chris Maclay 
Vicar, St James, Bream 

Area Dean, Forest South Deanery

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Saturday 9 April - 9.00 am -     
 Churches Together Breakfast at St Stephen’s 

Tuesday 12 April - 7.00 pm -     
 Ladies’ Curry Night at The Curry Leaf 

Saturday 23 April - 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm -  
 Celebration of Queen’s 90 Birthday  
 at Bilson Mission 

Saturday 7 May - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm   
 Craft Fayre at St Stephen’s 

Thursday 12 May - 2.00 pm - 3.30 pm -   
 “What is Dying?” at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 21 May - 10.00 am - 12 noon -  
 Churches Together Triangle Event 

Saturday 21 May - 2.00 pm onwards -   
 St John’s Spring Fayre (with cream teas) 

Saturday 25 June - 10.30 am - 2.30 pm -  
 St Stephen’s Summer Fayre 

Saturday 2 July - 11.00 am - 1.30 pm -  
 St Ethelbert’s Summer Fayre 

Saturday 2 July - 6.00 pm onwards -      
 RBL Garden Party at The Vicarage/St Stephen’s 

Seen walking 
around the 

Benefice, but 
where? 

The Barbers Pole is 
found on the High 

Street in Cinderford, 

near the Curry Leaf.
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  

Peter Meredith - 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Nick Jones - 01594 825902 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 01594 822286 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 
Or find us on Instagram: 

www.instagram.com/ 
cinderfordchurches/ 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham and 

Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the next 
magazine (articles, photographs or 
would like to enquire about placing 

an advert) please contact 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk  

by Friday 15 April. 

Comments and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the views  

of the Editors, the PCCs or  
the Vicar of the Benefice.

Congratulations Richard & Linda 

Richard and Linda 

Blagg recently 

celebrated their 

40th Wedding 

Anniversary at a 

70’s theme party at 

St Stephen’s 

Church. Richard even wore his wedding 

suit! It was a joint celebration as it was also 

Linda’s 60 Birthday. Many congratulations 

to them both. 

Big Brew 

A massive thank you to all who attended the Big 
Brew at St Stephen’s at the beginning of Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Cakes were baked, judged and eaten; 
Fairtrade foods were sampled; Fairtrade drinks were drunk; delicious jackets 
and soup were eaten for lunch; Fairtrade products were bought; videos were 
shown; posters were read and it all helped to raise over £250 for Traidcraft 
Exchange. The money will go towards their “Let It Grow” Appeal which is all 

about providing farmers and artisans with 
everything they need to escape from poverty 
and cultivate a better 
future. Traidcraft believe 
the world is full of 
potential, for families to 
be fed, children to be 
educated and poverty to 
be consigned to the 
history books! 

There was once again an impressive range of entries 
for the Fairtrade BakeOff; congratulations to our 
winners: Maria, Tony, Kim, Rosie and Martine along 
with Karen receiving a special prize for the sheer 
number of Fairtrade ingredients she had packed into 
her hot cross buns. Many thanks to all who joined in 
with the wonderful array of cakes, breads and 

biscuits - special 
mention for Heather 
who had covered her 
cake in Fairtrade 
sweets and got us all 
thinking about 
Easter! 
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