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NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Reader’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

Easter is approaching quickly and we will soon 
move from the sombre mood of Lent into the 
full celebration of the resurrection when Jesus 
came back to life. At this time of year, we’re 
constantly reminded of new life, lambs in the 
fields, daffodils bursting through the soil and 
birds returning abundantly to our gardens. I 
always feel brighter and more optimistic when I 
experience the first days of spring and when we celebrate at Easter; 
reminding us that life is more full and purposeful when we share it 
with Jesus. 

March involved some big events for us in Cinderford with Fairtrade 
Fortnight and the first of this year’s three craft fayres. Our Fairtrade 
stall visited schools, schools visited church and Rachel did several 
assemblies too. The children thought about where the things they 
buy come from and what life is like for those who work hard to make 
the things we like to buy. I spoke at St Stephen’s and Hanover Court 
about how we can be good consumers and make wise choices about 
buying products that ensure a fair wage for all those involved. 

So many talented people brought their stalls to our craft fayre. It 
was great to see all the skill that had gone in to their work and be 
able to buy gorgeous gifts from local businesses. 

I travel to London and Leeds a lot with work and I’m constantly 
bombarded with shop fronts and advertising, all the time I’m 
encouraged to buy more and there are endless opportunities to do 
so. Returning to Cinderford, it can sometimes feel like shopping is 
less convenient; but I think many people, involved in making the 
things we buy, would be overwhelmed by two supermarkets, lots of 
local shops and the ability to have shopping delivered to your door 
seven days a week! 

When I’ve been in a city all week, I’m thankful for a few less 
opportunities to buy and a bit more time to think about my 
purchases without huge advertising pressure. I love being able to 
buy fresh local produce in town and talk to people who understand 
their trade. I’m also encouraged by the increasing number of 
Fairtrade products I can buy in Lidl, Co-op and the Wholefood shop. 
I’ve particularly noticed more of Lidl’s chocolate for Easter (as at 
Christmas) switching over to Fairtrade Sourcing programmes which 
are working to improve the lives of farmers around the world. 

Next time you’re out shopping, I’d encourage you to think about the 
people behind your products, whether that’s local producers you 
know well or people thousands of miles away who you have never 
met. How do the choices we make in our consuming share Jesus 
with them and offer those people a brighter, more optimistic future? 

God Bless,  Chris
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson* St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 2 April 10.30 am AAW 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Sun 9 April 10.30 am Palm Sunday Service - starting in either The Triangle or St Stephen’s

Sun 16 April 
EASTER

3.00 pm 
Easter 
Service

9.30 am Easter 
Communion

9.30 am Easter 
Communion

6.00 am Sunrise Service 
on Littledean Hill Rd / Dockham Rd 
11.00 am All Age Easter 

Communion

Sun 23 April 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 30 April 10.30 am JS @ 
URC

9.30 am NO SERVICE 
3.00 pm St Michael’s 

Farewell Service

11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 7 May 10.30 am AAW 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

* All Bilson services are currently taking place at Hanover Court. 
AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong;  
HC = Holy Communion; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer;  
MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

Easter Lilies 

To donate towards the cost of the Easter Lilies around the 
Benefice: at St Stephen’s please contact Rachel Witham 
(719438) and at St John’s please contact Eve Smith 
(822755). If the donation is in memory of a loved one, 
please let Rachel / Eve know.

Midweek Service Times 

Wed 5 April, 10.00 am HC at St Stephen’s 

Mon 10 April, 7.30 pm HC at St John’s 

Tue 11 April, 7.30 pm HC at St John’s 

Wed 12 April, 10.00 am HC at St Michael’s 

 7.30 pm HC at St John’s 

Thu 13 April, 7.30 pm HC & Meal at St Stephen’s 

Fri 14 April, 10.00 am Joint Service at URC 

 2.00 pm Last Hour at the Cross at St John’s 

 7.30 pm Good Friday Liturgy at St John’s 

Sat 15 April, 12 noon Easter Vigil at St Stephen’s 

Wed 19 April, 10.00 am CBE at St Stephen’s 

Wed 26 April, 10.00 am HC at St Michael’s 

 7.30pm -9.00 pm Shalom at St Stephen’s 

Wed 3 May, 10.00 am HC at St Stephen’s 
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am. 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month the 
service alternates between St Eth’s and 
Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
9.30 am services in the moderate 
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic 
and sacramental focus. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
Place of Worship with a similar tradition 
to St John’s. Eucharist on alternate 
Wednesdays at 10 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11 am and 
3 pm. 11 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a worship 
band & children’s and youth activities; 
3.00 pm services are traditional (BCP) 
with organ. Various midweek services. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at 3 pm.

I’m in a Benefice 
church, but where?  

Answers can be found on page 11.

From the Registers 

Wedding 
11 March  Luke Haddon & Nicola Beddington  
      St John’s 

Funerals 
6 March Brian Pope              FoD Crematorium 
27 March Beryl Sleeman             St Ethelbert’s 
28 March Barbara Ellis               St John’s 

Kim’s Big 5 - 0 Quiz! 

Kim Howard is turning 50 and to celebrate she has 
decided to have a quiz night at St Stephen’s Church on 
Thursday 11 May. The evening will start 7.15 pm for 
7.30 pm, there will be refreshments available (hopefully 
including a licensed bar - just waiting for the license!) to 
enjoy alongside the quiz. 

Entry will be £1 per person for the quiz and there will 
also be a raffle on the night.  

Come along, celebrate Kim turning 50 and help to raise 
funds for the leaky vestry roof. 

All are very welcome, but if you know for certain you 
are coming, could you please let Kim know by April 30 

to help with catering! Thank you. 

Maundy Thursday Lunch 

All are welcome to the Christian Aid Lunch on 
Maundy Thursday, 13 April, from noon to 1.30 pm at 
Littledean URC. There will be several stalls alongside 
delicious homemade soup (and normally homemade 
Welsh cakes!). All raising funds for Christian Aid.

Seen 
walking 

around the 
Benefice, 

but 
where? 

Answers can be found on page 11.

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 

01594 839106 

Littledean URC 
01452 760271 

Our Lady of Victories 
Roman Catholic 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

Cinderford  
Methodist Church 

01594 825662 

Cinderford  
Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 
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Operation Christmas Child 

The items we have decided to focus on 
collecting in April are small toys. Things 
such as toy cars and boats or planes. 
Also small dolls (such as baby dolls or 
Barbie / Ken style dolls). Any small toys 
that will fit nicely in a shoebox 

alongside other gifts are perfect. From little jigsaws to 
mini Lego sets to pick up sticks to musical instruments!  

Please be aware nothing can be put in a box with any 
connection to war, as this may remind children of 
traumatic experiences.  

If you aren’t sure, please speak to Rachel Witham 
(719438). 

In case you missed it: January we were collecting 
(individually wrapped) soaps and flannels; February was 
hats, scarves and gloves; March was toothbrushes and 
toothpastes. We have almost enough toothbrushes and 
are around half way on all the other items. 

If you have any items for the shoeboxes, please bring 
along to St Stephen’s Church, or give to a church 
member to bring or please contact Elaine Bradley 
(825401). 

Easter Garden Competition 

Entries from all ages are once again invited for the St 

Stephen’s Easter Garden Competition. This will be 
judged during the Easter All Age Holy Communion 

(Sunday 16 April at 11.00 am) and is an excellent way to 
get involved if you have a passion for garden design, 

crafting or even cake making (with last years entries 

including a cushion!).  

There will be prizes in children, young people and adult 

categories and judging will be based on creativity, 
Biblical reference, originality and overall appearance. 

Sunrise Service 

If you are an early riser (or even fancy rising early for 
a change) why not celebrate the rising of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at a Sunrise service on Easter Day 
(Sunday 16 April).  The short service will start at 6.00 
am on Littledean Hill Road opposite the junction of 
Dockham Road.   

Followed by breakfast at 30 Belle Vue Road. 

Christian Aid Week 2017 

Christian Aid Week 2017 is 14 - 20 May. The focus 
this year is to help refugees around the world. 

I have booked the collection at Cinderford County 
Store for Thursday 18 and Friday 19 May. Shortly I 

will be contacting everyone who has helped in recent 
years but we do need more collectors so if anyone is 

willing to collect for an hour either day please 
contact me on 822735.  Thank you, Ann Ladd. 

Bilson Mission Update 

The architect’s surveyor has now visited Bilson 
Mission and undertaken a structural survey. The full 
report will be returned to us after Easter and we 
should then have a full picture of what work is 
required for the building to be returned to safe 
working order. We will then need to get quotes for 
the required work before we can assess which grants 
may be suitable for us to apply for. This will depend 
on the type and estimated costs of the work involved. 
We are unlikely to have the architect’s report before 
the next magazine goes to print so won’t be able to 
provide an update but we are more than happy to 
discuss the way forward with people, just get in 
touch. 

Chris Witham and Nick Jones - Churchwardens
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Beryl Sleeman, 14 August 1926 - 8 March 2017 

Beryl Sleeman, who turned 90 last year, was born in Littledean and 
lived there all her life. She attended St Ethelbert's Church her whole 
life. Beryl faithfully served her Church and community in a variety of 
ways over the years. For many years she was secretary of a local 
charity managing small bequests; she served as secretary of the local 
branch of the British Legion and as a Governor at Littledean School; 
she was the organist at St Ethelbert's for many, many years; she 
faithfully produced and sold a variety of wonderful jams, chutneys 
and marmalades in aid of Church funds at many events over many 
years. But, perhaps more impressive than any of these acts of 
service, is that Beryl gave 50 years of dedicated service as PCC 
Secretary. Her selfless commitment was an example to all and she 
will be sorely missed. 

Her funeral will be at St Ethelbert's at 11.30am, Monday 27 March. 

St Ethelbert’s Church 

In the last few weeks we have lost our Churchwarden, Treasurer, 
Secretary and Organist. We were all very upset at the death of Peter 
Meredith who had held the posts of Treasurer and Churchwarden for 
over 30 years and while we were reeling from that news we were 
shocked by the sudden death of Beryl Sleeman. She had been our main 
organist for over 60 years and PCC Secretary for 50 years.  

We are really feeling the loss of these important people in 
the life of our church but although we feel bereft, we are 
all pulling together to keep things going until our APCM 
on Tuesday 25 April. We very much value your prayers.  

It would also be wonderful for all PCC members and 
villagers, many of whom regard St Ethelbert's as their 
church, to attend this meeting. The future of Littledean 
Church is in our hands.   - Ann Ladd 

FRED - Forest Read Easy Deal 

Do you know someone who might like to improve their 
reading skills? FRED - Forest Read Easy Deal - provides 
FREE, confidential, one-to-one reading coaching to adults. 
Trained reading coaches are matched with learners and 
because training is one-to-one, learners can progress easily 
at their own pace. FRED is flexible too, using various 
resources to suit the learner’s needs. Typically, learners and 
coaches meet for two thirty minute sessions each week at a 
place that suits them both. 

FRED learners are delighted with their progress and the 
huge difference it has made to their lives. This is what some 
of our learners said about FRED:   

“Since learning to read with FRED my confidence has really 
improved.” FRED learner aged 34.  

“I would certainly recommend FRED to anyone who finds 
reading difficult.” FRED learner aged 70.  

If you know an adult who would like to improve their 
reading, please tell them about FRED. More information 
can be found on the FRED website  

www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk or call  07746371353 

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel and Bishop Robert 
• those who have recently been bereaved 
• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• those who have recently been baptised, their 

parents and Godparents 
• Mike; in his ministry around the Benefice 
• Anthea; in her ministry as deacon 
• Chris, Linda, Lynne and Richard; our licensed 

readers 
• Luke & Nicola, recently married 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in 

Spain) and their sons Sam and Aaron 
• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• children, young people and their leaders 
• comfort for all remembering lost loved ones 
• the upcoming APCM’s at each Parish church 
• all affected by the attack in London; those 

injured and killed, their families and friends 
along with the police and security forces 

• all those around the world facing 
persecution, homelessness or hunger; 
especially those in East Africa 

• all those responding to the famine in Africa

http://www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk/
http://www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk/
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Activity and Event Times 

Mothers’ Union at St Stephen’s   Tuesday 4 April, 2.00 pm 
Pilgrim Course (Lent Course) at St Stephen’s Thursday 6 April, 7.30 pm 
CTiC AGM & Breakfast at St Stephen’s  Saturday 8 April, 9.00 am 
Christian Aid Lunch at URC Schoolroom  Thursday 13 April, 12 noon - 1.30 pm 
Maundy Thursday Meal at St Stephen’s  Thursday 13 April, 7.30 pm - 7.45 pm 
Good Friday Walk of Witness starting Triangle Friday 14 April, 12 noon 
BoB Breakfast at St Stephen’s   Saturday 15 April, 9.00 am - 10.00 am 
Church open for Prayer at St Stephen’s  Saturday 15 April, 11.00 am - 3.00 pm 
   including Easter Vigil at 12 noon 
Music and Meditation for Holy Week at St Stephen’s Saturday 15 April, 7.00 pm 
St John’s APCM     Sunday 23 April, 11.00 am 
Fellowship Lunch (Bring & Share) at St Stephen’s Sunday 23 April, 12.00 noon 
St Stephen’s APCM     Sunday 23 April, 12.30 pm 
St Ethelbert’s APCM     Tuesday 25 April, 7.30 pm 
Spring Fayre at St Stephen’s    Saturday 6 May, 10.00 am - 2.00 pm

Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time, not on first Tuesday of the month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 

St Michael and All Angels, Soudley 

The final service at St Michael’s, Soudley will be on Sunday 30 
April 2017 at 3.00pm. 

Prior to this decision a Public Meeting at St Michaels was held 
on the 14 February 2017. 

The decision to close the church building has not been taken 
lightly. With limited funds for ongoing maintenance and 
repairs, there were concerns the building might fall into 
disrepair. It was accepted the best way forward was to cease 
using it for public worship and put it up for sale with a view to 
it being converted into a home. 

At the meeting our Vicar, Mike, said "While it is always sad 
when a building used for worship needs to close, it makes 
sense for such a building to be fully used and not risk falling 
into disrepair. We intend to continue to serve the local 
community through St John's Cinderford, links with the village 
school and occasional services at the Village Hall in Soudley." 

There will be refreshments in Soudley Village Hall after the 
Service on Sunday 30 April. 

Please make an effort to be at this service to fill St Michael's 
and give thanks to the Lord for 100+ years of service to the 
community.
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Richard’s Challenge:  
The weekly “Pilgrim” course being held during the Lent 
period this year is looking at ‘The Commandments’; with 
that in mind, the challenge is to read through Exodus 
20.1-17 and memorise the Ten Commandments which God 
gave to his people through Moses. 
It is recognised that different Bible versions will have 
different wording and some paraphrasing of the longer 
Commandments is acceptable. The challenge is to have 
them all memorised by Easter Day this year (Sunday 16 
April). 

Richard’s Question:  
There are 66 books in the Bible (excluding the apocrypha). 
Of those 66, how many are grouped under the collective 
name of ‘prophetic’ and can you name them? 
Answers will be in next month’s “News & Views” but please 
do discuss with Richard in the meantime! 

Answers to last month’s ?’s:  
The ‘beautitudes' or ‘blessings’ from Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount can be found in Matthew 5 (if you didn’t know them 
all, or want to check your answers!). 

Mothers’ Union Report 

Members and friends met on 7 March in St 
Stephen’s for our celebration of Lady Day. Our 
service was led by Rev Pauline Godfrey, with 
members giving Bible readings and leading 
prayers and everyone joining together for the 
singing of the hymns. 

Pauline used this year’s MU theme of “Faith in 
Action” for her talk and spoke about the Virgin 
Mary’s experiences from when the angel 
Gabriel visited her to the wedding at Cana and 
the miracle of Jesus turning water into wine. 

Refreshments were enjoyed afterwards, future 
meetings dates advised and a gift chosen to 
support the worldwide Literacy & Financial 
Education programme to help mothers in need. 

Next month’s meeting, Tuesday 4 April, 2.00 
pm at St Stephen’s Church welcomes one of 
the Diocesan Presidents, Helen Barton, to talk. 

- Nikola Poole 
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Lectionary 

2 April (5th Sunday of Lent) 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11  John 11:1-45 

9 April (Palm Sunday) 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 Matthew 26:12 - end of 27 

10 April (Monday of Holy Week) 
Isaiah 42:1-9   Psalm 36:5-11 
Hebrews 9:11-15   John 12:1-11 

11 April (Tuesday of Holy Week) 
Isaiah 49:1-7   Psalm 71:1-8 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31  John 12:20-36 

12 April (Wednesday of Holy Week) 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 70 
Hebrews 12:1-3   John 13:21-32 

13 April (Maundy Thursday) 
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14              Psalm 116:1, 10-end 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26        John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

14 April (Good Friday) 
Isaiah 52:13 - end of 53 Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25              John 18:1 - end of 19 

16 April (Easter Day) 
Acts 10:34-43   Psalm 118:14-24 
Colossians 3:1-4  John 20:1-18 

23 April (2nd Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32  Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9   John 20:19-end 

30 April (3rd Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41  Psalm 116:1-7 
1 Peter 1:17-23  Luke 24:13-35 

7 May (4th Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 2:42-end   Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19-end  John 10:1-10

Getting to Know You 
… with Angela Lewis 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? 
Vanilla. 
Favourite colour? Pink. 
Favourite film? Born Free. 
Favourite food & drink? Vanilla 
Ice Cream and Coffee.    
Favourite book? The Shack. 
Favourite season? Autumn. 
Favourite flower or tree? Rose. 
Favourite TV programme? Life 
on Earth. 
Favourite actor/actress? Virginia McKenna. 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? Cat, to 
me they are intelligent and can tell what the people around 
them are feeling and seem sensitive to that. 
What would be your ideal holiday? A wildlife safari (taking 
photos!) or to swim with the dolphins. 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small 
village. 
Favourite hymn or church song? The Lord is My Shepherd. 
First car (and did it have a name)? Austin A35, no name. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? Sports 
car of some sort, I always fancied an open topped sports car! 
Where would you most like to be right now? Where I am now, at 
home, quietly with my cat, I’m quite content. 
Favourite place to eat out? Hartsbarn Coffee Shop, because 
you feel like you’ve gone back an era. 
Favourite place to go shopping? Cheltenham, not too far away, 
but lots of nice window displays. 
What was your best holiday? Backpacking in Malaysia with my 
daughter and one of my sons. 
Favourite Church building? Gloucester Cathedral. 
Favourite item of clothing? I used to have a lovely green A-line 
long skirt that I loved and it used to make me feel very special. 
Are you a cat person or a dog person? Cat. 
Most treasured possession? Photographs of my children. 
What would your superpower be? To make people live in 
harmony together. 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be and 
why? I have grown to love Angela. 
What keeps you awake at night? Tabitha, my cat. 
Favourite family memory? Anytime, when I’m doing things 
with my children. (Or when Sarah, Mark and I were in 
Malaysia backpacking) 
What four people (dead or alive) would you invite to a dinner 
party? Obama, The Queen, Mother Theresa and Justin 
Welby. 
First Job? Saturday job at a hairdresser. 
Worst Job you’ve ever done? Blackcurrant picking. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go and why? 
When women got the vote, as I like to think I’d be one of the 
suffragettes!
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Littledean Church of England Primary School 

Sports Events 

Over the last few weeks the children have had the 
opportunity to take part in two sporting events – a 
gymnastics competition and a rugby festival. The 

children 
represented 
the school 
really well 
and we are 
very proud 
of them.  

World 
Book Day 

As usual we 
celebrated World Book Day with ‘a book and a bun’. It was 
fantastic to see so many parents and family 
members in school to celebrate with us.

Spring Fayres & 
Flowery Feet 

Two churches around the 
Benefice are holding 
Spring Fayres in May! 

St Stephen’s will be on 
Saturday 6 May from 
10.00 am - 2.00 pm and St 
John’s the following week 
on Saturday 13 May from 
2.00 pm - 4.00 pm. 

Both Fayres will have cream teas, a wonderful selection 
of homemade cakes, teas / coffees, a range of stalls, 
raffles and a very warm welcome for everyone. 

If anyone has any items they wish to donate to either of 
the Fayres, that would be very much appreciated. For St 
Stephen’s, please contact Rachel Witham (719438) and 
at St John’s, please contact Eve Smith (822755). 

St Stephen’s would also love to recreate the “Flowery 
Feet to the Fayre”. If you have an old shoe, boot or welly 
that you would be willing to fill with soil and plant 
something in, please either give it to Elaine Bradley 
(825401) or bring along to St Stephen’s by Friday 5 
May so that we can set them up on Saturday morning! 
They were very effective in encouraging people to join 
in the Fayre! 

St John’s are also looking for stallholders, tables will be 
£5 each. Please contact Eve Smith (as above).
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Fairtrade Focus 

A massive thank 
you to anyone who 
got involved in any 
of the Fairtrade 
Fortnight activities or events around the Benefice. It 
was a very busy, very fulfilling two weeks spent 
spreading the word about Fairtrade through services, 
assemblies, church groups and the Big Brew! 
Once again the Big Brew involved cake baking, 
judging and eating; sampling Fairtrade foods (thank 
you to Geobar, Traidcraft, Divine Chocolate, Tropical 
Wholefoods, Quinola and Liberation Nuts for 
providing samples); glugging Fairtrade juice; 
consuming jacket potatoes for lunch; buying a huge 
range of Fairtrade products; watching videos and 
raising much needed funds for Traidcraft Exchange. 
Together we raised around £150. The money will go 
towards Traidcraft Exchange’s “Let It Grow” Appeal 
which is all about providing farmers and artisans with 
everything they need to escape from poverty and 
cultivate a better future. Traidcraft believe the world 
is full of potential, for families to be fed, children to be 
educated and poverty to be consigned to the history 
books! 
There was once again an 
impressive range of entries for the 
Fairtrade BakeOff; 
congratulations to our winners: 
Maggie, Kim, Maria and Liesl, 
Rosie and Martine. Thank you so 
much to everyone who entered, it 
is always astonishing the display 

that is 
produced every year of delicious 
bakes. Thank you also to Max 
Coborn, the Mayor of Cinderford 
for assisting in the judging. 
And a special mention for 
Maggie’s gravity defying cake 
that was even wrapped with a 
fairtrade ribbon and that 
definitely promotes Fairtrade 
jelly beans!! 

There are a range of delicious Easter Eggs on the Stall 
at St Stephen’s, including milk and dark varieties of The 

Real Easter Egg, an egg that not only is made of 
Fairtrade chocolate, but aims to tell the real Easter 
story in every box. Divine raspberry and toffee & 
seasalt eggs are also available.  

Other Easter products are available, such as fair trade 
handmade cards with crosses made from pressed 
flowers. These cards are 
produced by Salay in the 
Philippines.  

Every purchase you make 
changes the lives of the 
producers who grew the crops 
or crafted the item. 

Please also think of the 
Fairtrade stall as you get on to “Spring tasks” such as 

Spring Cleaning or 
gardening. There are a 
range of cleaning 
products with the 
Fairtrade Mark along 
side a range of lovely 
products for your 
garden.
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I’m in a Benefice 
church, but where? 

Decoration on the front of 

St John’s balcony.

APCM’s Coming Up… 

APCM stands for Annual Parochial Church Meeting and is 
basically the annual meeting for the membership of the 
church. People are elected to the PCC (Parochial Church 
Council), Deanery Synod and then Officers are elected 
from amongst that number. Churchwardens are actually elected at the Annual Vestry Meeting which is the first of two 
meetings that happen very quickly after each other. All those on the electoral roll of the Parish can vote an APCM and 
stand for election. If you aren’t sure if you are on the electoral roll of a church and would like to be, please contact the 
relevant churchwarden (see back page) and they can put you in touch with the Electoral Roll Officer for their church. The 
electoral roll closes each year three weeks before the date of the meeting and then reopens after the meeting. 

This year’s APCM’s around the Benefice: St John’s, Sun 23 April, 11.00 am (following 9.30 am service). St Stephen’s, Sun 
23 April, 12.30 pm (following 11.00 am service and a Bring & Share lunch) and St Ethelbert’s, Tues 25 April, 7.30 pm. 

Who’s on the Trike? 

Mike Barnsley 
Vicar of 

Cinderford with 
Littledean 

(on a different 
trike, in case 

you didn’t 
notice!)

Seen walking around the Benefice, but 
where? 

Walking in Linear Park, Cinderford.

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Saturday 6 May - 10.00 am - 2.00 pm -  
 St Stephen’s Spring Fayre 
Thursday 11 May - 7.30 pm - Quiz Night at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 13 May - 7.00 am - 7.00 pm 
 Benefice Prayer Day at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 13 May - 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
 St John’s Spring Fayre 

Thursday 18 and Friday 19 May - 
 Christian Aid Collection at The Co-op 

Saturday 20 May - 9.00 am - 9.00 pm BoB Day 

Sunday 21 May - Christian Aid Sunday 

Saturday 24 June - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm Craft Fayre 
  at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 1 July - St Ethelbert’s Summer Fayre 
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
01594 822286 / 07903 436009 

mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday,  

if you need to speak to someone urgently, please 
contact someone else from the list below) 

Assistant Curate: Anthea Beresford 
01594 822396 

anthea@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Anthea has a full-time job and her regular church 

day off is Saturday. Please phone / email and she will 
respond as soon as possible) 

Readers: 
Linda Blagg - 01594 822153 

linda@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Richard Blagg - 01594 822153 
richard@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Lynne Chaundy - 01594 825997 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 
chris@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens at St Stephen’s: 
Nick Jones - 01594 825902 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Linda Blagg - 01594 822153 

Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer: 
Karen Jones - 01594 825902 

safeguarding@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(If you have any safeguarding concerns regarding 

anyone who attends church please contact  
Karen Jones or Mike Barnsley.) 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/cinderfordcofe 

Or find us on Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/cinderfordchurches/ 

If you have anything for the next magazine (articles, 
photographs) or would like to enquire about placing 

an advert please contact magazine@cinderford-
churches.org.uk by Monday 17 April. 

Comments and opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, 

the PCCs or the Vicar of the Benefice.

Benefice Prayer Day 

Last year we held a prayer day as part of 
the Diocesan vision shaping process.  

The day was a great success, some of the 
comments left on the day were:  
“Awesome, such a presence of the Holy 

Spirit - love it!”  “I felt at Peace with God”.  
“What a wonderful calming experience, feel totally at peace now”. 

Following the success of last year it was decided to have this as an 

annual event.  The prayer day this year will be on Saturday 13 May 
from 7.00 am – 7.00 pm in St Stephen’s church.  As last year there 
will be prayer stations, you can visit as many or as few as you like 
and drop in and out whenever it suits you during the twelve hours.  

Prayer is an important foundation to our faith.   

Bishop Rachel wrote in a letter recently: “When we talk about prayer, 
there are no experts.  Rather, we simply come before God desiring an 
ever-deeper encounter with our creator, redeemer and sustainer.  We 
should give thanks for God’s generous love, and open our hearts and 
minds to the work of the Holy Spirit.  And as the Holy Spirit works within 
us, there comes both repentance and joy; and the cries of our hearts 
grow ever stronger as we voice our longings for the world and ourselves”.  

The theme this year will be Aspects of Life.  Please put the date in 
your diary.  

Visit of Bishop Robert to the Deanery 

The new Bishop of Tewkesbury, Bishop Robert came to the Forest 
South Deanery on Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2 March to spend 
time getting to know the Vicars and Readers within the Deanery.  
This photo was taken at the tea held in Christchurch church for 
Readers on Thursday evening.  During the tea we spent time 
informally chatting with Bishop Robert who was very 
encouraging about the 
ministry of Readers in the 
Deanery.  The tea was 
followed by a Deanery 
Eucharist at St Mary’s 
English Bicknor. 

Pancake Party 

On the evening of Shrove Tuesday a pancake party was held at the 
home of Eve and Tony Smith. Those who attended enjoyed 
pancakes with various fillings and it was a very sociable time.  

During the evening there was a picture quiz of  iconic structures 
throughout the world which was won by Mike Barnsley and 
Morforwen Jones, and the first prize of the raffle went to Peter 
Poole. Thanks must go to all those who cooked and provided the 
pancakes and also the 
hospitality of Eve and Tony  

 - John 
Holliday
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