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NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Inside this Month… 

Who’s on the Trike? 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 
If you have been shopping anywhere recently, or had a 
radio on at any time, you will no doubt have been 
hearing lots of classic Christmas songs. Band Aid (Do 
they know it's Christmas?), Wham! or Harry Belafonte 
(Mary's boy child), Slade (Merry Christmas everybody), 
Bing Crosby (White Christmas), Cliff Richard 
(Millennium Prayer, Saviour's Day or Mistletoe and 
Wine), Johnny Mathis (When a child is born), John 
Lennon (Happy Christmas, War is Over), Mud (It'll be 
lonely this Christmas), Mariah Carey (All I want for 
Christmas is you) and Wizzard (I wish it could be 
Christmas every day) will all be battling for our 
attention, not to mention The Pogues, Paul McCartney, 
Shakin' Stevens, David Essex, Aled Jones and even the Wombles! 
Many of these songs say very little about Christmas, although, obviously some do 
and are very powerful. What is your favourite Christmas song and why? Please let 
me know. When I was young (a long, long time ago), I used to quite like Wizzard, 
largely because Roy Wood is such a bizarre character. I was thinking about their 
song 'I wish it could be Christmas everyday' and it seems that we get a little nearer 
to that every year with Christmas goods in the shops from late October. I have seen 
decorated and lit Christmas trees in people's houses around Cinderford from early 
November. I don't know if you have a particular time for such things, I know some 
people have a tradition of only putting put decorations up on Christmas Eve. When 
we lived in America, the pattern was to put Christmas decorations up after 
Thanksgiving, which is on the fourth Thursday in November. At the time, in the mid 
to late nineties, this seemed really early, but now it seems quite reasonable. 
The season of Christmas really starts on Christmas Day and lasts for twelve days 
through to 5 January, hence The Twelve Days of Christmas. Epiphany, when we 
remember the coming of the wise men, or magi, follows on 6 January. The night 
before Epiphany, the Twelfth Night, is a time of great celebration and gift giving in 
many countries. This is the time when tradition would have us taking our 
decorations down. 
So, is it a problem that Christmas seems to be starting earlier and earlier? Well, yes 
and no. It isn't really Christmas that is starting earlier, it's a time of preparing for 
and anticipating Christmas that is becoming longer. Advent, a time of preparing for 
Christmas, has always been an important part of the Christian year,  so what is the 
problem? Well, the 'preparing for Christmas' that we are encouraged to engage in 
during Advent isn't about buying gifts or food, or writing cards or planning parties 
or decorating the house. Advent is about preparing ourselves for an encounter with 
Jesus; we think about the first Christmas and God's choice to be with us, and also of 
Jesus' second coming and a time when we will be with him forever. 
Yes, there's lots of practical things to be sorted for Christmas, but let's try to use 
Advent to prepare ourselves to meet Jesus. That will probably mean something 
different for each of us, but if we take Advent seriously, we are sure to enjoy 
Christmas in a more meaningful way. 

God Bless, Mike
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Sunday and Christmas Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 4 Dec 3.00 pm 
FS

10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 
4.00 pm Advent Carols

11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm Advent Carols

Tue 6 Dec 2.00 pm MU Advent Service

Wed 7 Dec 7.30 pm Shalom Christmas

Sun 11 Dec 3.00 pm 
HC

10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
7.00 pm HS

Wed 14 Dec 7.00 pm Looking for the Light

Sun 18 Dec 10.30 am JS @ 
URC

9.30 am PE 4.00 pm Christingle 
6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight

Sat 24 Dec 
Christmas Eve

11.30 pm JS 
@ URC

4.00 pm Christingle 
10.00 pm HC

11.30 pm HC

Sun 25 Dec 
Christmas Day

9.30 am 
Christmas HC

9.30 am Christmas 
CBE

11.00 am Christmas All Age 
Communion

Sun 1 Jan 2017 3.00 pm 
FS

10.30 am Joint HC 
*note earlier time

Sun 8 Jan 2017 3.00 pm 
HC

10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

AoR = Act of Remembrance; AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; ES = 
Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; HS = Healing Service; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to 
Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MU = Mothers’ Union; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; 
RS = Remembrance Service; SE = Said Eucharist; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

Midweek Service Times 

Wed 7 Dec, 10.00 am HC at St Stephen’s 

Wed 14 Dec, 10.00 am HC at St Michael’s 

Wed 21 Dec, 10.00 am CBE at St Stephen’s 

Wed 28 Dec, 10.00 am CBE at St Michael’s 

Looking for the Light 

Do you find Christmas a difficult time?  Perhaps you have lost 
a loved one or are just feeling lonely.  Or maybe you would 
just like some quiet time amongst all the hustle and bustle of 
preparing for Christmas.  If so then Looking for the Light is a 
service for you.  It is a quiet reflective service, a time to be in 
God's presence, to bring to Him your feelings and your needs 
in a warm friendly atmosphere.  Do join us on Wednesday 14 
December, 7 pm in St Stephen's Church.
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Mothers’ Union 

Our November meeting, 

entitled “Members’ Own,” was a 

quiz organised by Sian. Every 

answer was related to chocolate 

which proved very popular, 

especially as we all received a prize of a Fairtrade 

chocolate bar. On December 5, we all meet at The 

Belfry in Littledean for our Christmas lunch.  

Our next MU meeting on Tuesday 6 December is the 

Deanery Advent Carol Service when everyone is 

invited to join us. The service at St Stephen’s will be 

led by Mike, our vicar, and starts at 2.00 pm with tea 

and seasonal refreshments to follow. 

On behalf of our members we wish you all a very 

Happy Christmas. 

- Sheila Moore 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

After our 
second packing 
party at Bilson 
at the end of 
October, a 
total of 148 

shoeboxes were collected to be 
checked at a centre in Lydney before 
being sent to children around the world. We have 
trackers on some of the boxes (by paying online) so will 
find out in the New Year where the boxes were 
distributed. 

Thank you to all who donated items, money for postage or  
came along to a packing party. 

Keep an eye out in the magazine next year for more 
information on next 
year’s activities.

   
St John’s & St Michael’s  
Christmas Concert 2016 

Featuring  

Bream Silver Band 
(Musical Director: Phil Turner) 

And 
St Whites Junior School Choir 

Sunday 11th December 
 

At 3.00 p.m. 
 

St Johns Church, Cinderford 
 

Tickets £ 5 
 Children under 16 free 

 
Call Eve Smith 01594 822755 or  

Chris Taylor 01594 824197 for tickets 
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Seen walking around the 
Benefice, 

but where? 

Answers can be 
found on page 11.

I’m in a Benefice church,         
 but where?  

Answers can be 
found on page 

11.

Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am. 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month the 
service alternates between St Eth’s and 
Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
9.30 am services in the moderate 
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic 
and sacramental focus. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
Place of Worship with a similar tradition 
to St John’s. Eucharist on alternate 
Wednesdays at 10 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11 am and 
3 pm. 11 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a worship 
band & children’s and youth activities; 
3.00 pm services are traditional (BCP) 
with organ. Various midweek services. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at 3 pm.

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
13 Nov    Jenson Hinton-Bowdler     St Michael’s 

20 Nov    Daniel Freddie Roberts              St Stephen’s 

Funerals 
2 November Pauline Price       FoD Crematorium 

3 November Eric Middlecote     St Ethelbert’s 

8 November Barbara Jeffries     St Stephen’s 

10 November Mary Phelps        FoD Crematorium

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 
01594 839106 

Our Lady of Victories 
Roman Catholic 

01594 833173 
www.forestrc.co.uk 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford  
Methodist Church 

01594 825662 

Cinderford  
Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

 Littledean URC 
01452 760271

A Celebration of Christmas 

The programme is varied and alongside the 
Christmas poetry and readings and the 
congregational carols, our string ensemble will 
perform Purcell and a Bach Suite for strings and 
flute ( this year we will be joined by a flautist who 
attended the Royal college of Music). There will be 
a piano duet, the handbells and our choir will sing 
some interesting arrangements of carols.  

Afterwards, there will be plenty of mince pies and 
coffee for the audience. 

Wednesday 21 December, 7.30 pm, St Ethelbert’s.
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Craft Fayre Thoughts from Lola 

Lola was the youngest ever stallholder who has attended the 
Craft Fayre and hopefully she’ll attend again in future! 

I'm Lola, I really like making things at home. I have been making 
knitted bracelets and earrings, a few of my mums friends asked to 
buy them. 

When I saw the craft fayre advertised in the parish magazine I 
asked my mum to find out whether I could have a stall there. 

Rachel said she would squeeze me in. 

I spent a lot of time making sure I had enough things to sell and I 
had new ideas too. I painted pebbles and filled mini bottles with 

wishes. I also knitted snakes. 

On the day of the fayre I was very nervous 
and wondered if I would sell anything but I 
didn't need to worry. 

All the other stall holders were very friendly 
and lots of people bought things, I sold lots 
of things. Luckily I had bought enough bags 
and tissue paper to wrap things in. 

I had a really good time and can't wait until I 
can do another fayre. 

Thank-you Rachel and everybody who 
supported me.

Littledean Church of England Primary School 

The Daily Mile 
During the last week or so we have introduced the 
Daily Mile.  This is an initiative that encourages 
children (and adults) to walk, jog or run a mile (or for 
15 minutes) each day in order to improve physical, 
emotional and social health plus well-being.   The 
children in Maple CLASS worked out for us that in 
order to run for a mile we would need to do 17 laps 
of the school playground! Children and adults in all 
of the classes are now 
taking part in the Daily Mile 
and are thoroughly 
enjoying the experience. 

Operation Christmas 
Child 
This year we were able to 
donate 30 boxes with 
presents for children in 
different countries.  Thank 
you to all of the families 
who donated. 
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Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time, not on first Tuesday of the month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church (not on Dec 30) 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Bradley’s (23 Woodside Street) (term time; not on Dec 23, 30) 
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time; not on Dec 9, 23, 30)) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER (Year 9+), The Vicarage (not meeting in December) 
 - Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food.

Activity and Event Times 

Churches Together Carol Singing in Triangle Saturday 3 December, 10.30 am - 11.30 am 

Mothers’ Union Advent Service at St Stephen’s Tuesday 6 December, 2.00 pm  

Wreath Making Workshop at St Stephen’s Friday 9 December - 10.30 am - 1.00 pm 

Churches Together Carol Singing at Co-op Saturday 10 December, 10.30 am - 11.30 am 

Christmas Concert at St John’s   Sunday 11 December, 3.00 pm 

Bilson Carol Concert at Hanover Court  Friday 16 December, 7.30 pm 

BoB Breakfast at St Stephen’s   Saturday 17 December  - 9.00 am - 10.00 am 

A Celebration of Christmas at St Ethelbert’s Wednesday 21 December, 7.30 pm 

Boxing Day Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s Monday 26 December -  1.00 pm 

Gospel Reading (Matthew) at The Vicarage Sunday 8 January - 7.00 pm 

 St John’s Concert 

Sunday 11 
December, 3.00 pm 
at St John’s .  

The concert will 
feature the Bream 
Silver Band along 
with St White’s 
Junior School Choir. 

The concert will be 
followed by mulled 
wine and mince pies. 

Tickets are 
obtainable from Eve 
Smith (01594 
822755) or Chris 
Taylor (01594 
824197).



Cinderford Churches December 2016

News & Views �7

Wreath Making 

If you would like to make a Christmas wreath for your 
door or for a loved one’s grave, there will be a wreath 
making workshop at St Stephen’s on Friday 9 December 
from 10.30 am till 1.00 pm (it will not take that long to 
make one wreath, but gives people chance to drop in 
and out or make several). 

There will be a cost of £5 per wreath for materials. If 
you have any particular decorations or ribbons you 
would like to include, please bring them along. 

If you know you are coming, please let Rachel know 
(719438) so there are definitely enough materials. 

Shalom Christmas Service 

The Shalom Christmas Service is an accessible service, 

aimed at those with and without special needs.  

The service starts at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 7 

December at St Stephen’s Church and welcomes 
those of all abilities. 

Mike’s Question:  
Without looking them up, can you say which gospels the 
following accounts are in: an angel appearing to 
Zechariah, Gabriel appearing to Mary, Mary visiting 
Elizabeth, the birth of John the Baptist, an angel 
appearing to Joseph in a dream, Mary and Joseph 
travelling to Bethlehem, the shepherds and the angels? 

Answers will be in next month’s “News & Views” but 
please do discuss with Mike in the meantime! 

Mike’s Challenge:  
My challenge this month is the same as last month, to 
undertake the Bible Society’s Advent Challenge, which 
challenges participants to do a small act of kindness 
every day, to share goodwill and make a difference. 

Advent starts on 27 November this year, but if you have 
missed this date, just start when you can.  

Visit www.adventchallenge.org.uk for further 
information or to register.   

Let me know if you take up the challenge! 

Answers to last month’s?’s:  
In John’s Gospel, John the Baptist is simply called John. 
He is called John the Baptist in the other gospels to 
distinguish him from John the Disciple, but John does 
not refer to himself by name in his gospel, so there is no 
confusion.

BoB 
Breakfast 

Band of 
Brothers, a 

gathering of 
men from 

across the 
benefice, 

meet 
monthly on the third Saturday for breakfast. We 

enjoy conversation on a range of topics and seek to 
support one another in our daily lives. This month, 

with a few regulars away, seven of us gathered and 
we visited the newly refurbished cafe at 

Beechenhurst. It was an excellent breakfast and 
great to see the forest turning into wonderful 

autumnal colours.  

If you'd like to join us next month, we'll meet on 17 

December at St Stephen's Church. If you'd like more 
information, contact Chris (719438).

http://adventchallenge.org.uk
http://adventchallenge.org.uk
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Lectionary 

4 December (2nd Sunday of Advent) 
Isaiah 11:1-10  Psalm 72:1-7 
Romans 15:4-13            Matthew 3:1-12 
11 December (3rd Sunday of Advent) 

Isaiah 35:1-10  Psalm 146:4-10 
James 5:7-10                Matthew 11:2-11 

18 December (4th Sunday of Advent) 

Isaiah 7:10-16  Psalm 80:1-8 
Romans 1:1-7            Matthew 1:18-end 

Sat 24 December (Christmas Eve) 

Isaiah 52:7-10  Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4 John 1:1-14 

Sun 25 December (Christmas Day) 
Isaiah 62:6-end Psalm 97 
Titus 3:4-7                 Luke 2:1-7, 8-20 

1 January (2nd Sunday of Christmas) 
Isaiah 63:7-9                Psalm 148:7-end 
Hebrews 2:10-end      
Matthew 2:13-end 

8 January (Epiphany) 

Isaiah 60:1-6  Psalm 72:10-15 
Ephesians 3:1-12           Matthew 2:1-12 

Bilson Carol Concert 

This year, Bilson’s Carol Concert will 
be held at Hanover Court on Friday 
16 December at 7.30 pm.  
The Belle Vue Singers, led by Pat 
Allen, will be singing and there’ll be 
chances to join in with the festive 
singing.  
All very welcome to come along. 

Eunice & Peter 

On Sunday 6 November, Eunice and 
Peter Wilson said goodbye in 
preparation for their move to North 
Wales. They were thanked for their 
many years of ministry here in the 
Benefice.  

Maria had baked a rather fabulous cake 
and St 
Stephen’s 
members 
gave them a 
hamper filled 
with 
Fairtrade 
goodies.

Getting to Know You … with Maria Leighton 

First job? Dental assistant. 
Favourite book? Harry Potter series.  
Worst job you’ve done? Engineering YTS at Xerox. 
Favourite season? Summer.  
Favourite item of clothing? My slippers.  
Favourite colour? Greens and browns. 
Favourite actor/actress? Gerard Butler / Julia Roberts.  
Favourite film? Love Actually. 
Favourite Church Building? Buckfast Abbey!  
Favourite flower or tree? Stargazer lilies and gerbera. 
Are you a cat person or a dog person? Both!  
Favourite building? Bay Hotel, Newquay. 
Favourite hymn or church song? Our Father & Lord of 
the Dance.  
Favourite ice-cream flavour? Mango, pistachio and 
salted caramel. 
Favourite food & drink? Prawns, yoghurt and fruit. Elderflower cordial or water! 
What was your best holiday? This years - 30th Anniversary as all my kids were 
with us along with Tiffany, my granddaughter (we missed our mums though!). 
What would be your ideal holiday? African Safari or Caribbean with ALL my 
family! 
Earliest memory? Being stung on my thumb by a bumble bee and putting it in 
my mouth to stop it hurting (I think) - my thumb, not the bee! 
Where would you most like to be right now? Back on holiday! 
Most embarrassing moment? My middle son breaking wind on a pew sat next to 
his sister, then ducking because it was loud so she got the blame - it was also 
midnight mass. 
When were you happiest? When all my children were really little and my dad and 
grandparents were all alive. 
What would your superpower be? To heal all diseases that were life threatening 
and give food and shelter to those in need.  
What four people (dead or alive) would you invite to a dinner party? Michael 
Jackson, Billy Connolly, Will Smith and Martin Lawrence.  
First car (and did it have a name)? White Allegro - Reliable! 
Which living person do you most admire? Sir David Attenborough. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? A motor home - large 
one!  
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village. 
Favourite TV programme? Was Vicar of Dibley; now, Doc Martin. 
What do you owe your parents? Love and creativity (plus never giving up from my 
mum!). They could also both sing really well! 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? Back to having both 
my dad and gramps, walking in woods because I was free and I loved it! 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be and why? Maria seems 
nice, now I’m older. 
Favourite place to eat out? Shanghai-Chinese cuisine in Gloucester. 
Favourite family memory? Going to Bristol Zoo with all the kids and my parents 
and having a lot of laughs all day. 
Favourite place to go shopping? Hobby craft or equivalent :) 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? Probably a big cat, or 
maybe a bird - so I could run or fly and see all the beauty of the world. 
Best job you’ve ever had? Either the pet shop or PATA Toddler support-worker, 
unsure of which one as I loved both equally as I took my kids when I needed to! 
Most treasured possession? My grandchildren and my kids! 
Favourite joke? Sorry, I only know ones inappropriate for a church magazine.
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Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel  

• Robert, Bishop of Tewkesbury (welcome 
service, Dec 11 @ Gloucester Cathedral) 

• those who have recently been bereaved 

• anyone who is unwell 

• others around the Benefice who need prayer 

• Mike; in his ministry around the Benefice 

• Anthea; in her ministry as deacon 

• Chris, Linda, Lynne and Richard; our Licensed 
Readers 

• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 

• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) 
and their sons Sam and Aaron (especially Sarah 
as her mum has just passed away) 

• Cinderford Street Pastors 

• children, young people and their leaders 

• Jenson and Daniel, baptised in November 

• comfort for those remembering lost loved ones 

• all involved with checking and transporting 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts 

• the work of MAF and Ethiopaid, especially 
their work amongst street children

Nativity Sheep Trail 

Once again, during December, knitted sheep will be placed in 
participating shops around Cinderford in the “Sheep Trail.” 
Children and young people are encouraged to walk around town 
(with parents / guardians) finding the sheep and recording their 
names. A prize will be given at St Stephen’s Christingle Service 
(4.00 pm, Sunday 18 December), drawn from correct entries. 

Entry forms, with more details and a list of participating local 
businesses, can be found on the website. 

Bilson Mission 

On Saturday 19 November, we met at Bilson Mission to start 
work on replacing the floor at the front of church. Some of you 
will be aware that the floor had become rotten in parts and was 
not suitable to be walked on. We had hoped to replace the 
floor before the Bilson Carol Concert in December. 
Unfortunately, removing the floorboards revealed further 
damage. The joists under the floor were incredibly damp and 
were badly damaged. It was clear that before we could fit a 
new floor, the majority of joists would need to be replaced too. 
Underneath the joists is the original floor, but this now has 
several large holes in it exposing bare earth below. On further 
inspection, we discovered timbers in the walls that have also 
been badly affected by the rot and decided we needed to seek 
further assistance. We took a lot of photos to document our 
findings and sent these off to the Churches Officer at the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC).  

The DAC were very quick to respond and provide assistance 
but unfortunately have requested that we close the building 
until suitable checks can be made to ensure the safety of the 
structure. Obviously this is not what we wanted to hear, 
especially in the run up to Christmas, but obviously we must 
act to ensure the safety of everyone who uses our buildings. 
We have since spoken to our architects and our insurance 
company to get further advice and to consider options to move 
forwards. Initially, we are looking at the possibilities of 
structural surveys and obtaining quotes to return the building 
to a safe and usable condition. This work is obviously a priority 
to us as churchwardens and we will be pushing for each stage 
to be completed as quickly as possible. 

Until all work is completed, we will need to relocate services 
and events. Pat and Lynne have already managed to arranged 
for the Bilson Carol Concert to take place at Hanover Court. 
We hope this will be a great success and may allow people who 
couldn't normally attend to access the entertainment. We are 
looking to accommodate some services in the School Room at 
Bilson Mission which we will setup with the communion table 
from the church. Some events may need to be held elsewhere 
but we will be working together to ensure these can run as 
smoothly as possible. 

As the project develops, we will endeavour to keep everyone 
updated with progress. However, if anyone has any questions 
about the building or repairs, please do not hesitate to contact 
either of us.  

Chris Witham and Nick Jones - Churchwardens

Are you paying too much for your insurance? 

Our team of independent brokers have been arranging 

commercial insurance for over 50 years and can provide 

cover for large farms of smallholdings of less than 50 acres.

If you’re not satisfied with the cover you have,  
pick up the phone and give us a call!

Agricultural Insurance

Independent AdvIce • competItIve cover

50 YeArs experIence

T: 01873 857533     E: info@frball.com

www.frball-insurance.co.uk
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Fairtrade Focus 

Christmas Cake Cheesecake 
Ingredients 

300 g of mixed fruit*  1 tsp ground cinnamon# 

1 tsp ground mixed spice# 1/2 tsp ground nutmeg 

zest and juice of 1 orange# 25g unsalted butter 

250g dark brown soft sugar* 50g walnuts* 

25g glacé cherries, chopped 100g lightly shredded suet 

2 medium eggs, beaten  50g plain flour 

100g breadcrumbs  75g dried figs, chopped 

25g flaked almonds# 

(or a ready made Christmas pudding and skip to step 8!) 

50g of melted butter  seeds from 1 vanilla pod# 

500g of ricotta   100g of icing sugar# 

250ml of double cream   
extra cinnamon + icing sugar to dust# 

(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag (#) 
are available as Fairtrade but not from church). 

Method 
1. Place the mixed fruit and figs in a large bowl 

with the cinnamon, mixed spice, nutmeg, orange 
zest and juice. Mix well and allow to soak. 

2. Heat the butter with 25g sugar in a pan until melted. 

3. Stir in the almonds, walnuts and cherries and arrange in the 
bottom of a greased 1.2 litre pudding basin. 

4. Stir the suet, eggs, flour, breadcrumbs and remaining sugar 
into the bowl of soaked dried fruit and mix well. 

5. Prepare a large steamer or alternatively place a trivet or 
inverted heatproof plate in a large lidded pan. Cut 2 x 70cm 
lengths of baking parchment and a piece of extra-wide foil. 
Place the baking parchment lengths on top of the foil and 
place the pudding basin in the centre of the parchment. 
Wrap the pudding, with the foil on the 
outside. Secure with kitchen string, making 
a loop for easy removal. 

6. Place the pudding in the steamer or pan. 
Add boiling water, filling to halfway up the 
sides of the basin. Cover and steam for 6 
hours, topping up the water regularly. 

7. Remove the pudding from the steamer and 
discard the foil and parchment. Allow to 
cool. 

8. Crumble the Christmas pudding into a 
bowl with the melted butter and then tip 
into a lined cheesecake tin. 

9. To make the filling combine the vanilla pod 
seeds, ricotta, icing sugar and double 
cream in a bowl and beat together. 

10.Pour over the pudding base and place in a 
fridge overnight to set. 

11.Dust the top with a little cinnamon and 
icing sugar. 

On Wednesday 9 November, St 
Stephen’s Church hosted a Traidcraft 
Roadshow. The church was filled with 
over 80 supporters of Traidcraft, 
people who sell Traidcraft products at 
various places around the country. 
Traidcraft staff showed videos about different producers of 
their products around the world and stories about their 
visits with them. 
Many of the videos centred around Get Paper Industries 
(GPI) in Nepal (see article from last month) and Noah’s Ark 
in India. Noah’s Ark is the first and only Fair Trade certified 
exporter in Moradabad. They are a member of the World 
Fair Trade Organisation (WFTO) and Fair Trade Federation 
India. For over 25 years, Noah’s Ark has supported artisans 
and their families with fair wages 10-15% higher than local 
wages, long-term business investment and collaboration, 
and health and education initiatives. 
Their mission is to empower low income artisans to break 
the cycle of poverty and to preserve the cultural traditions 
of their crafts through their commitment to Fair Trade. They 
employ 35 full-time on site workers along with 49 artisan 

groups, employing over 500 artisans (30% of whom are 
women). 
Because they work with so many different artisan 
groups, the products from Noah’s Ark available through 
Traidcraft vary immensely. From trinket boxes, painted 
cake stands, gorgeous metal work items and a range of 

recycled items - including planters made from tyres, boxes 
and bowls made from keys and various items made from 
bike chains (plus much much more!). If 
you want to know more about Noah’s 
Ark, their products and what they 
produce, please either browse a 
catalogue (available from the stall at 
St Stephen’s Church) or get in contact 
with Rachel (719438 / 
mrswitham@gmail.com)

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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I’m in a Benefice church, but where? 

Cross at the top of the rood screen, St John’s Church.

Who’s on the Trike? 

Max Coborn 
Mayor of Cinderford  

who recently opened the  
Craft Fayre at St Stephen’s  

Seen walking around the Benefice, but where? 

Forest of Dean Boundary Marker on Cinderford High 
Street, near the mini roundabout.

Recap of Christmas Dates for Your Diaries…  

Sun 4 Dec - 3.00 pm Advent Carols at St Stephen’s 
Sun 4 Dec - 4.00 pm Advent Carols at St John’s 
Wed 7 Dec - 7.30 pm Shalom Christmas Service at St Stephen’s 
Sun 11 Dec - 3.00 pm Christmas Concert at St John’s 
Wed 14 Dec - 7.00 pm Looking for the Light Service at St Stephen’s 
Fri 16 Dec - 7.30 pm Bilson Carol Concert at Hanover Court 
Sun 18 Dec - 4.00 pm Christingle at St Stephen’s 
Sun 18 Dec - 6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight at St Stephen’s 
Mon 19 Dec - 7.30 pm A Celebration of Christmas at St Ethelbert’s 
Sat 24 Dec - 4.00 pm Christingle at St John’s 
Sat 24 Dec - 10.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion at St John’s 
Sat 24 Dec - 11.30 pm Christmas Eve Communion at St Stephen’s 
Sun 25 Dec - 9.30 am Christmas Communion by Extension at St John’s 
Sun 25 Dec - 9.30 am Christmas Communion at St Ethelbert’s 
Sun 25 Dec - 11.00 am Christmas All Age Communion at St Stephen’s 

Jim Fisher visit 

Jim Fisher recently visited Cinderford and Littledean 
from his new home in the Philippines and it was 
wonderful to have the opportunity to learn more about 
the various mission work that he and his wife, Adalia, 
undertake. 

They run projects in various areas of the city that they 
live in, including feeding programmes for children, prayer 
rooms, a library - including computers - to enable 
children to study along with prison visits and much more. 

Jim is planning on 
returning in around 
eighteen months and has 
promised he will bring 
Adalia with him next time! 

Please keep them, and 
their work, in your prayers. 
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
01594 822286 
07903 436009 

mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday,  

if you need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Assistant Curate: Anthea Beresford 
01594 822396 

anthea@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Anthea has a full-time job and her regular 
church day off is Saturday. Please phone / 

email and she will respond as soon as possible) 

Churchwarden at St Ethelbert’s:  
Peter Meredith - 01594 822445 

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens at St Stephen’s: 
Nick Jones - 01594 825902 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer: 
Karen Jones - 01594 825902 

safeguarding@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/cinderfordcofe 

Or find us on Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/cinderfordchurches/ 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham 

If you have anything for the next magazine 
(articles, photographs) or would like to 
enquire about placing an advert please 

contact magazine@cinderford-
churches.org.uk by Tuesday 20 December. 

Comments and opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the views  

of the Editors, the PCCs or  
the Vicar of the Benefice.

Remembrance 
Sunday 

Public Acts of 

Remembrance 

were held 

around  the 

Benefice to 

remember and 

honour those who 

have sacrificed 

themselves to 

secure and protect 

our freedom. 

St Stephen’s Christmas Fayre 

A big thank you to all who donated 
items, baked for, helped at and came 
along and supported the St Stephen’s 
Christmas Fayre; £1200 was raised 
for church funds.  

It was wonderful to welcome so many people to the church and 
see everyone enjoying the range of stalls plus warming bacon 
sandwiches and jacket potatoes and a range of delicious cakes.

http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.instagram.com/
http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
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