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NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the last benefice magazine letter for 
2018.  Looking back over the year, so much has 
happened around the benefice.  The year started at 
the vicarage with the end of Mike and Sian’s New 
Years’ eve party, and will end with Christmas 
concerts, Carol services, Christingles and of course 
the beginning of Mike and Sian’s New Years’ eve party. 

I can almost hear some of you groaning at the thought of Christmas fast 
approaching, if you listen to conversations around the town or in the 
shops people are generally complaining that Christmas preparations 
started too early and that Christmas is coming too fast.  Why is that?  Is it 
because we are focused on the materialistic side of Christmas?  Or 
perhaps it’s the thought of all the preparations.  Maybe Christmas is a sad 
or lonely time for you.  Or is it simply because we are not ready? 

The first of December is the first day of Advent a time when the church 
‘looks forward to’, and prepares to celebrate the birth of Jesus and also 
to consider His promise to return.  Why does the church look forward?  
Because the birth of Jesus is Good News.  Jesus tells us he is the 
beginning and the end, he will come again.  We can look forward to that 
day with joy.  Luke tells us that Jesus will come in a cloud with great 
power and glory.  When these things begin to take place, we should stand 
up and raise our heads, because our redemption is drawing near.  Jesus 
warns us that we are to be ready for that time, we should not be weighed 
down with the worries of this world (Luke 21:27-28).   

So as we approach Christmas let’s approach it with joy in our hearts 
looking back to the birth of Jesus and the joy felt by Mary and Joseph, the 
Shepherds, the Wise men and the angels.  Joy, known by everyone, who 
has come to know and love Jesus.  Remembering that Jesus came, that 
we might know life in all its fullness (John10:10). 

We can also look back at the last year around the benefice.  There have 
been many events around the benefice too many to mention in this letter, 
there have been sad occasions and happy times which we have all shared.  
Laughing together and crying together.  But through them all I hope we 
have been able to feel Jesus with us guiding us and comforting us.   

Whatever you are doing this Christmas I pray that you will know the love 
and joy of Jesus in your heart and that you will look forward to the New 
Year with renewed hope through Jesus. 

Yours in the love of Christ 

Linda 
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Sunday Service Times

St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s Hanover 
Court

Sun 2 Dec 10.30 am SW 9.30 am PE 11.00 am Christmas Tree Festival 
Service 

3.00 pm Carol Singing

Sun 9 Dec 10.30 am HC 9.30 am PE 
3.00 pm Concert

11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm Messy Church 

7.00 pm Healing Service

3.00 pm HC 

Sun 16 Dec 10.30 am JS @ URC 9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm HC

Sun 23 Dec 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 4.00 pm Christingle 
6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight

Sun 30 Dec 11.00 am Joint HC

Sun 6 Jan 10.30 am SW 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD

AAW = All Age Worship;  
CBE = Communion by Extension;  
ES = Evensong; HC = Holy Communion;   
JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6);  
JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer;   
MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist;   
SW = Sunday Worship;  URC = Littledean United 
Reform Church; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

Midweek Service Times 

Wed 5 Dec, 10.00 am HC at St Stephen’s 
  7.30 pm Shalom at St Stephen’s 

Wed 12 Dec, 10.00 am HC at St John’s 

Wed 19 Dec, 10.00 am CBE at St Stephen’s 
 7.30 pm Shalom at St Stephen’s 

Thu 20 Dec, 7.00 pm Looking for the Light Service  
  at St Stephen’s 

Mon 24 Dec CHRISTMAS EVE 
      4.00 pm Christingle at St John’s 
     10.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion  
  at St John’s 
     11.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion  
  at St Stephen’s  
     11.30 pm Joint Watchnight Service at URC 

Tue 25 Dec CHRISTMAS DAY 
     9.30 am Christmas Communion at St Ethelbert’s 
     11.00 am All Age Christmas Communion  
  at St Stephen's 

Looking for the Light 

Christmas is a time when everyone seems to be having 
fun, partying, buying presents and spending time with 
family.  But that is not the case for everyone.   

If you find Christmas difficult because you are lonely 
or the time holds painful memories, or simply because 
the rush and build up to the Christmas season causes 
so much stress; why not take an evening out and come 
along to the ‘Looking for the Light’ service?  The 
service is very quiet and reflective; there is time to sit 
and restore peace in your life amongst the chaos and 
preparation. 

It really is a wonderful service where you can feel 
refreshed, receive prayer or simply spend time with 
God.  The service this year will be on Thursday 20 
December at 7.00 pm in St Stephen’s Church. We 
would love to see you there. 
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am. On 
the 3rd Sunday of each month a joint 
service is held at Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
9.30 am services in the moderate 
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic and 
sacramental focus. 
St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 

Different worship styles at 11 am and 3 
pm. 11 am services reflect a more 
relaxed style with a worship band & 
children’s and youth activities; 3 pm 
services are traditional (BCP). Messy 
Church every 2nd Sunday at 3 pm is a 
fun, creative service for the whole 
family. Various midweek services. 

Services are also held at Hanover Court at 3.00 pm 
every 2nd and 4th Sunday. 

From the Registers 

Funerals 
9 November Wendy Hancock  FoD Crem 

22 November Stanley Strange FoD Crem 

23 November Royston Cartwright St John’s 

27 November Stella Caine  FoD Crem

I’m a church around the 
Diocese, but where?  

Answers can be found on page 11. 
   

Home Communion 

If you live in the Benefice and would like to receive home 
communion, please contact the Vicar, Mike Barnsley, 
(822286) or Linda Blagg (822153). 

Games & Movie Night 

On Wednesday 31 October, much fun 

and excitement was had as people 

joined together to enjoy playing board games 
and watch a film.  

It was a great time for all ages to enjoy 
spending time together as well 

as having a great laugh whilst 

watching Paddington 2.

Seen walking around 
the Benefice, but 

where? 

Answers on page 11.

Our Partner Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 
01594 839106 

Littledean URC 
01452 760271 

Our Lady of Victories Roman 
Catholic Church 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

Cinderford  
Methodist Church 

01594 825662 

Cinderford  
Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 
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Mothers’ Union Report 

The November meeting began 
with a short service then our 
guest speaker Helen Barton – 
one of the Diocesan Presidents 
– gave an interesting talk about 
the Mothers’ Union Listening, 
Observing, and Acting project. 

Usual business and future 
meetings details were discussed 
before all enjoyed refreshments. 
The next meeting will be a 
Deanery Advent Service at St 
Stephen’s church at 2.30 pm on 
Tuesday 4th December. 

- Nikola Poole 

Craft Fayre 

Saturday 10 November saw  
St Stephen’s filled with an 
amazing array of wonderful 
stalls packed with amazing 
handmade products. 

A big thanks to the huge 
number of people who came 
along and supported on the 
day. It is always wonderful to see small businesses and individuals being boosted by the local community. 

We look forward to hosting more wonderful Craft Fayres at St Stephens next year.  

2, High Street
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Messy Church 

Messy Church in November looked at 
remembering and what poppies mean. We all 
made various poppies, many of which have now 
formed part of a display at St Stephen’s.  

In December, we will be looking at the Christmas story through 
drama, crafts and activities. All welcome to join in the fun followed by 
a shared meal on Sunday 9 December from 3 - 5 pm at St Stephen’s 
Church. Children / young people must be accompanied by a 
responsible adult. 

Don’t forget to come and vote for the Messy Church tree (or 
whichever one is your favourite) at the Christmas Tree Festival - 
Friday 30 November to Sunday 2 December at St Stephen’s. 

Wave of Light 

Wave of Light is an international 
movement as part of Baby Loss 
Awareness week and takes place on 
October 15 each year.  St Stephen’s 
church was open that evening to 

allow people to light candles and sit in quiet reflective prayer.   

The church looked beautiful with candle light illuminating the dark 
church, candles to light and butterflies made to hang on a memory 
tree full of light.  The space and time was a wonderful way to be able 

to come 
before God to 
feel his love 
and presence 
and to know 
that he 
grieves with 
us.  Thanks to 
Rachel for 
creating the 
wonderful 
space. 

- Linda Blagg

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel and Robert, Bishop of 
Tewkesbury 

• Mike; in his ministry around the Benefice 
• Anthea; in her ministry as priest 
• Chris, Linda, Lynne and Richard; our licensed 

readers 
• those who have recently been bereaved; 

especially the families of Wendy Hancock, 
Stanley Strange, Royston Cartwright and 
Stella Caine 

• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in 

Spain) and their sons Sam and Aaron 
• children, young people, their teachers and 

leaders 
• peace for all those who struggle with 

Christmas festivities 
• the worldwide Church, especially those 

worshipping in places of conflict

Lectionary 

2 Dec (1st Sunday of Advent) 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 Psalm 25:1-9 
1 Thess 3:9-end Luke 21:25-36 
9 Dec (2nd Sunday of Advent) 
Malachi 3:1-4  Benedictus 
Philippians 1:3-11 Luke 3:1-6 
16 Dec (3rd Sunday of Advent) 
Zephaniah 3:14-end Isaiah 12:2-end 
Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 3:7-18 
23 Dec (4th Sunday of Advent) 
Micah 5:2-5a  Magnificat 
Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45 
24 Dec (CHRISTMAS EVE) 
Isaiah 9:2-7  Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14  Luke 2:1-14 
25 Dec (CHRISTMAS DAY) 
Isaiah 52:7-10  Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4  John 1:1-14 
30 Dec (1st Sunday of Christmas) 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 Psalm 148:7-end 
Colossians 3:12-17 Luke 2:41-end 
6 Jan (Epiphany) 
Isaiah 60:1-6  Psalm 72:10-15 
Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12
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Activity and Event Times 

Mothers’ Union Deanery Advent Service at St Stephen’s Tuesday 4 December, 2.30 pm 

BoB Breakfast at St Stephen’s     Saturday 8 December, 9.00 am - 10.00 am 

Messy Church at St Stephen’s     Sunday 9 December, 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm 

Wreath Making at St Stephen’s     Tuesday 11 December, 1.00 pm - 5.00 pm 

Celebration of Christmas at St Eth’s    Wednesday 19 December, 7.00 pm 

Boxing Day Lunch at St Stephen’s     Wednesday 26 December, 12.30 pm 

Regular and Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month)  
- Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 

Tuesday: 1.00 pm - 5.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (term time only; not on 1st Tues of month)  
- Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 

Wednesday: 7.00 pm - 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting, The Vicarage (every other week: 12 December)  
- Opportunity to pray about individuals, our churches, towns and the world 

Friday: 10.00 am - 11.15 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
- Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 

7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (finishing on Friday 7 December)  
- Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities

Wreath Making 

If you would like to make a Christmas wreath for your 
door or for a loved one’s grave, there will be a wreath 
making workshop at St Stephen’s on Tue 11 Dec from 1 
pm till 5 pm (it won’t take that long to make a wreath, but 
gives people chance to drop in and out or make several). 
There will be a cost of £5 per wreath for materials. If you 
have any particular decorations or ribbons you would like 
to include, please bring them along. 
If you don’t fancy a wreath, you could make a floral 
centrepiece for your table, complete with candle! 
If you know you are coming, please let Rachel know 
(719438) so there are definitely enough materials. 

#Follow the Star 

For many of us, Christmas brings up so many emotions, 
memories and expectations. We have one nativity story, but 
it can seem like we all have very different Christmases. For 
you it might be a time of joy and togetherness. Or perhaps 
it’s all about planning and to-do lists. 

Many others can find it a sad and lonely time – nagged by 
the feeling that your Christmas is not like those ‘perfect’ 
ones we see in the media. But just like the unexpected 
assortment of people who were invited to meet the baby 
Jesus, #FollowTheStar doesn’t ask you to be perfect. 

It says: come just as you are to take the life-changing 
Christmas journey. Wherever you are this Christmas, you 
are invited to follow the star 

and to be with Jesus. You are welcome. You are deeply known and truly loved. Mary and 
Joseph and all those caught up in the Christmas story were surprised by the astonishing 
way that God chose to live among us. 

You can get involved with #FollowTheStar by coming along to any of our Christmas 
Services to experience God’s love and the true meaning of Christmas. You can also sign up 
for daily emails at www.churchofengland.org/followthestar 
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Bible Reading Challenge 

In my challenge this month, I 

suggested making a commitment to 

read the Bible next year. 

So, how long each day would that 

take? 

Well, in around 12 minutes per day, 

you could read the whole Bible in a 

year. If that feels like too big a 

commitment, then in around 6 

minutes per day, you could read the 

New Testament in just 6 months. 

If that seems like too long a commitment to take 

on initially, it takes about 10 hours total to read 

the four Gospels and the book of Acts. If you 

spend 20 minutes per day, you could read all 5 

books in about a month. It takes about 15 hours 

to read all of the Prophets, from Isaiah to 

Malachi. Spend just 30 minutes a day reading the 

Prophets, and in a month you will have finished 

all 17 prophetic books. 

If you don’t want to start any sort of reading 

plan, but just want to read a little; then there are 

29 books in the Bible each of which would take 

you 20 minutes or less to read, 13 of which 

would take 10 minutes or less. 

Interested? Inspired? Let me know what you are 

planning to read! Let me know how you are 

getting on. 

Yours, Mike

Mike’s Question:  
What are the ‘roots’ of the name Jesus? 
Answers will be in next month’s “News & Views” but please do discuss with Mike in the meantime! 

Mike’s Challenge:  
Think about, pray about, committing to read the Bible (or the New Testament) in a year in 2019. Talk to me if 
you want to borrow a “One Year Bible”. 

Answers to last month’s question:  
There is someone else in the New Testament called Jesus. ‘Jesus who is called Justus’ is mentioned by Paul 
towards the end of Colossians as sending his greetings.
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The Benefice Remembers… 

Remembrance Sunday this year coincided with the 100 
year anniversary of the Armistice at the end of the “Great 
War”. This was a truly special occasion to commemorate 
the end of the first World War and the bravery of those 
who fought so hard for our country. 

Various services were held around the Benefice, with 
large numbers of people coming together to remember all 
who have served in wars in the last 100 years 
along with all those who worked so hard here 
at home during the Great War.  

St Stephen’s commemorations included 
repainting the gates which were 
originally installed in memory of 
the first man who fell from 
Cinderford, Private Reginald 
Packer. 

In a special service at St John’s in 
the evening, a marker 
commemorated each of the fallen from Cinderford. 

In Soudley, an overwhelming 130 people attended the Act of 
Remembrance at the Memorial, including the family of Private Joiner 
who had travelled from all over the country to be in Soudley. 

Many of the local schools also remembered 
with special services and displays of artwork 
created by the students. Including Littledean 
Primary, whose work was displayed for parents 
and family members to see. 

A big thank you to Jennifer Lang and others 
for photos. 

St White’s Primary School Armistice Day Commemorations – Friday 9 November 2018 

On Friday 9 November, the school held the most wonderful Armistice 
Commemorations Assembly marking 100 years since the end of WWI.  

It was a privilege to be joined by so many people from the local community as well 
as members from The Royal British Legion, The First Battalion the Rifles, Mike 
Barnsley - Vicar of Cinderford and Littledean, and Mark Harper MP.  

Mrs Lyn Parson, a Teaching Assistant here at St White’s, constructed the most 
beautiful poppy display for the event. During the 2 minute silence 5 of our 
children gently dropped poppy petals down as a mark of respect for those who 
sacrificed their lives in The Great War and since.  

To mark this most poignant time in world history, the school have submitted an 
application to get Cinderford war memorial officially listed and will also be 
putting together morale boxes to send to serving soldiers and holding a church 
service that will reenact the Christmas Truce.  

- Mrs Rosalyn Hewitt 
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Littledean Church of England Primary School 

On the last Tuesday in October a small team from St Ethelbert’s church 
went into Littledean School to hold a prayer space day for the children.  The 
day involved a Bible reading from John 10:1-10 ‘I am the Good Shepherd’.  

The children discussed what prayer is and how and when we can pray.  All 
the children were very enthusiastic with their responses.  The children were all 

well aware that they could talk to God in prayer at anytime and anywhere.  They talked about 
times when they could pray such as giving thanks, saying sorry and asking for help.  It was 
wonderful to hear of their enthusiasm for prayer.   

After the story and discussion there were crafts on sheep and shepherds.  The children all 
enjoyed making sheep masks, mobiles, and badges, stand up cut out sheep and decorating 
biscuits as well as making shepherds from toilet roll tubes, and discussing opportunities for 
prayer. 

There was also a chance for the children to consider John 10:10 - Jesus’ statement that he 
came ‘that they may have life and have it to the full’.  They were encouraged to think of words 
beginning with each letter from the 
word LIFE that would express their 
time at school.   

The day was very enjoyable and 
enjoyed as much by the adults as the 
children who took part.

Christmas Tree Festival 

The second St 
Stephen’s 
Christmas Tree 
Festival starts 
on Fri 30 Nov 
till Sun 2 Dec.  

The church will 
once again be 
packed with 
gorgeous trees 
representing 
various 
community 
groups, 
individuals and 
small 
businesses. 
Come along 
and vote for 
your favourite, 
buy some 
unique 
ornaments for 

your own tree and enjoy some delicious refreshments. 

There will be a special service on Sunday at 11 am taking 
place amongst the trees and celebrating Advent. 

This will be a wonderful opportunity to really kick start your Christmas preparations and the season of Advent. 
Various groups will be playing music or singing carols during the festival, with some Carol Singing planned at 3.00 pm 
on Sunday if you fancy joining in yourself. Plus you can vote for your favourite tree!
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Fairtrade Focus: Traidcraft News 

Fruit & Nut Biscuits 

Ingredients 
225g / 8oz soft margarine / butter 
125g / 4oz demerara sugar* 
175g / 6oz self raising flour 
1/4 level tsp salt 
175g / 6oz wholewheat flour 
50g / 2oz sultanas or raisins*  
50g / 2oz walnuts, chopped* 
25g / 1oz chocolate, chopped* 
extra demerara sugar for dusting* 
(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag (#) 
are available as Fairtrade but not from church). 

Method 

1. Cream fat and sugar until soft and fluffy. 

2. Work in both types of flour, salt, fruit, nuts and 
chopped chocolate. Work together to make a 
stiff dough. 

3. Pat the dough into a shallow tin about 30cm x 
20cm (12” x 8”) and smooth level with a spoon. 

4. Mark a pattern on the dough with a fork, then 
sprinkle with a little extra demerara sugar. 

5. Cut into 20 fingers. 

6. Bake in a moderate oven at 180OC / 350OF / 
Gas Mark 4, on the centre shelf, for about 30 
minutes until cooked evenly through. 

7. Leave biscuits in the tin until they have cooled a 
little then cut through into fingers and remove 
to a wire rack. 

Purchasing Traidcraft products to make treats 

during Christmas will continue to help them in 
their efforts to relaunch in the New Year. 

There are also some wonderful Christmas 
products available including some gorgeous 

nativities and ornaments. There will be a display of 

beautiful handcrafted Christmas Trees and 
ornaments at the Christmas Tree Festival 

alongside the well packed Fairtrade stall. 

The Fairtrade stall will be on the road 

supporting various fayres and events 

around the community in the next 
month. If you see Rachel out and 

about, do come and say hi. 
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Seen walking around the Benefice, but where? 

Cinderford 
Library.

     I’m a church around the Diocese, but where?  

All Saints Church, 
Newland.  

Traditionally 
known as the 

Cathedral of the 
Forest. The 

church dates back 
to the early 

1200s.

Dates for Your Diaries… CHRISTMAS  

Sun 9 Dec, 3.00 pm - St John’s Concert 
Sun 9 Dec, 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm - Messy Church 

Tue 11 Dec, 1.00 pm - 5.00 pm - Wreath Making 
Workshop at St Stephen’s 

Wed 19 Dec, 7.00 pm - Celebration of Christmas  
  at St Ethelbert’s 

Thu 20 Dec, 7.00 pm - Looking for the Light Service  
  at St Stephen’s 

Fri 21 Dec, 7.00 pm - Christmas Carol Concert  
  at Hanover Court 

Sun 23 Dec, 4.00 pm - Christingle at St Stephen’s  
6.00 pm - Carols by Candlelight at St Stephen’s 

Mon 24 Dec, 4.00 pm - Christingle at St John’s  
10.00 pm - Christmas Eve Communion  
  at St John’s  
11.00 pm - Christmas Eve Communion  
  at St Stephen’s 

Tue 25 Dec, 9.30 am - Christmas Communion  
  at St Ethelbert’s  
11.00 am - All Age Christmas Communion  
  at St Stephen’s 

Who’s on the Trike? 

Debbie Grey 
Higher Level 

Teaching Assistant - 
Maple Class 

Littledean School
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
01594 822286 / 07903 436009 

mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you need to 
speak to someone urgently on a Monday, please 

contact someone else from the list below) 

Assistant Curate: Anthea Beresford 
01594 822396 

anthea@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Anthea has a full-time job and her regular 

church day off is Saturday. Please phone / email 
and she will respond as soon as possible) 

Readers: 
Linda Blagg - 01594 822153 

linda@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Richard Blagg - 01594 822153 
richard@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Lynne Chaundy - 01594 825997 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 
chris@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Churchwardens at St Ethelbert’s: 
Jim Duffin - 01594 510191 

Sharron Hill - 01594 368054 

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Pat Byett - 01594 823713 

Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 

Churchwardens at St Stephen’s: 
Kim Howard - 01594 827933 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Linda Blagg - 01594 822153 

Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer: 
Karen Jones - 01594 825902 

safeguarding@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(If you have any safeguarding concerns regarding 

anyone who attends church please contact  
Karen Jones or Mike Barnsley.) 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/cinderfordcofe 

Or find us on Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/cinderfordchurches/ 

If you have anything for the next magazine 
(articles, photographs) or would like to enquire 

about placing an advert please contact 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk by 

Saturday 15 December. 

Comments and opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Editors, the 

PCCs or the Vicar of the Benefice.

Christmas Festival at Speech House 

The Deanery 
Christmas Festival 
at Speech House 
was a great success. 
Around 2000 
people visited over 
the two days. A 
great team effort by 
volunteers from 
churches across the 

Forest ensured that car parking, refreshments and events all 
ran smoothly.  

Over 35 local artisans, 
all based in the Forest 
of Dean, showcased 
and sold their craft in 
the large marquee. 
Bishop Rachel 
attended both days 
and was keen to meet 
stall holders, talk to 
members of the public 
and spent time being interviewed by Area Dean, Chris Maclay.  

A huge amount of cake had been baked by church members 
and Fairtrade tea and coffee were served in the lovely warm 
pavilion. The scouts did an excellent job of catering for 

everyone with a great range of hot 
food.  

There were exciting sports activities 
and Messy Church along with face 
painting. On Sunday a professional 
dance group gave two excellent 
performances of “The Journey of the 
Magi”.  

Rachel, Rachel and Karen sold nearly 
£2000 of Fairtrade items across 
three packed Fairtrade stalls, which 
was excellent and will really help 

support the work of Traidcraft going into the new year. Thank 
you to everyone who came along, invited people and helped 
out. A special Thank You too to Richard Blagg who spent 
months preparing for the event, organising all of the 
marquees and then almost lived on site for a week ensuring 
everything was setup correctly in time.  - Chris Witham
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