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Reader’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

In his letter in the December magazine, Mike 
encouraged us all to use Advent to prepare ourselves 
for an encounter with Jesus at Christmas. As we look 
back over the past weeks of festivities, I hope you had 
chance to think about the first Christmas and God’s 
choice to be with us. 

In January I am, like I’m sure you are, often asked if I have set any new 
year’s resolutions. Whilst I don’t often make resolutions, as I’m not very 
good at keeping them, I do think it is a good time of year to take stock and 
think about the year ahead. After being reminded of God’s promise to us 
in the Christmas services, I like to ask myself “what is my response?” 
What difference will my faith have on the way I approach 2017? 

You might have watched the Queen’s Speech on Christmas Day, or on 
catchup like me if you were busy with friends and family. In her address, 
Her Majesty talked of often drawing strength from meeting ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things: volunteers, carers, community 
organisers and good neighbours; unsung heroes whose quiet dedication 
makes them special. This resounded with me as I thought about the many 
people I meet in Cinderford on a regular basis who make other people’s 
lives better in some small way. 

We have some fantastic businesses, individuals and non-profit 
organisations in Cinderford and I think we should celebrate and support 
these throughout 2017. But we can also take inspiration from them too. 
We might be inspired to start our own initiatives, support existing 
businesses and organisations through giving time or money or to do some 
other kind act that makes our part of the world a little bit better. 

I’m sure like 2016, this new year will bring with it great challenges. 
Conflicts around the world, changing political climates, a growing refugee 
crisis, natural disasters, terrorism and poverty to think of just a few. 
Individually we are unlikely to be able to solve any of these issues 
ourselves and at times it may feel like there is no hope. But Mother 
Teresa once said: ‘Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small 
things with great love’ and whether we plan to do great things or not in 
2017, can I encourage us all to remember the hope that was born that 
first Christmas and to do the things we do with great love. Remembering 
the second commandment, love your neighbour as yourself. 

As we are inspired and inspire others and as we are loved by God and love 
others, those acts of kindness and that love that starts as a small gift will 
grow and grow. 

God Bless,  Chris
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson* St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 1 Jan 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am HC

Sun 8 Jan 3.00 HC 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 15 Jan 10.30 am CTiC Covenant Service @ Baptist Church

Sun 22 Jan 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 
3.00 pm Baptism

11.00 am AAW

Sun 29 Jan 10.30 am JS @ Littledean 
School

9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 5 Feb 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD

* All Bilson services are currently taking place in the School Room (next door to the Chapel). 
AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; CTiC = Churches Together in Cinderford;  
EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; JC = Junior Church (preschool 
up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; RS = 
Remembrance Service; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

CTiC Service 

The annual Churches Together in Cinderford (CTiC) 
Covenant Service this year is at 10.30 am on Sunday 15 
January at Cinderford Baptist Church.  

Please join us for this once a year opportunity to meet 
together and worship with our friends from the other 
churches in Cinderford and Littledean.  

There will not be services at any of our churches on this 
date. 

BoB Breakfast 

On Saturday 17 December for 
the last BoB breakfast of 
2016, Chris cooked us a full 
English breakfast which was 
delicious. BoB breakfast is a 
time to informally chat and 
over the year we have had some interesting times whether you are contributing or listening there is always 
something to learn about what’s going on and about each other.  A huge vote of thanks to Chris and others who 
turn up regularly come rain or shine to provide our breakfast.  
BoB breakfast is held on the 3rd Saturday in the month from 9.00am to 10.00am at St Stephens Church, Cinderford 
and is open to all men who wish to join us.  

Midweek Service Times 

Wed 4 Jan, 10.00 am HC at St Stephen’s 

Wed 11 Jan, 10.00 am HC at St Michael’s 

Wed 18 Jan, 10.00 am CBE at St Stephen’s 

Wed 25 Jan, 10.00 am CBE at St Michael’s 
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am. 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month the 
service alternates between St Eth’s 
and Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
9.30 am services in the moderate 
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic 
and sacramental focus. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
Place of Worship with a similar tradition 
to St John’s. Eucharist on alternate 
Wednesdays at 10 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11 am and 
3 pm. 11 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a worship 
band & children’s and youth activities; 
3.00 pm services are traditional (BCP) 
with organ. Various midweek services. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at  
3.00 pm.

I’m in a Benefice church, but 
where?  

Answers can be found 
on page 11.

From the Registers 

Funerals 
14 December     Austin Beddis     FoD Crematorium 
20 December    Gail Evans          FoD Crematorium 

Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child was started here in the UK 
over 25 years ago with the aim to provide gifts, packed in a 
shoebox, to children overseas. The boxes are sent to 
children in a variety of countries worldwide; with boxes 
from the UK typically going to Eastern Europe or Africa. 
Every year, Cinderford Churches hold a packing party in 
late November. Each box is wrapped (with the lid separate 
so the box can be checked) and then filled with toiletries, 
stationery, small games, teddies and toys.  

Last year, the benefice sent over 100 boxes and we would 
love to aim for 100 again this year. As last year, we will be 
collecting one item per month. In January, we are 
focussing on collecting 100 bars of individually wrapped 
soap and 100 flannels. (The soap needs to be individually 
wrapped for hygiene reasons and for the box to pass 
customs regulations in the receiving countries).  

As Eunice has moved, it would be wonderful if someone 
would like to come forward to coordinate this year’s 
campaign. Please contact Rachel (719438) if you think this 
could be you!

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers can be found on page 11.

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 
01594 839106 

Our Lady of Victories 
Roman Catholic 

01594 833173 
www.forestrc.co.uk 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford  
Methodist Church 

01594 825662 

Cinderford  
Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

 Littledean URC 
01452 760271
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Mothers’ Union Report 

On Tuesday 6 December, the 

annual Mothers’ Union 
Deanery Advent Service was 

held. This year was the turn of the Cinderford with 
Littledean branch to host at St Stephen’s. Members 

from neighbouring branches 
came along to celebrate the 

season of Advent. The 
Benefice Choir sang during 

the service along with several 
congregational carols. 

Following the service, a delicious buffet was provided 
by members and enjoyed by all. 

Also in December, 

members enjoyed a 
wonderful Christmas meal together at The Belfry. 

There is no meeting in January, but the next meeting 
will be on Tuesday 7 February at 2.00 pm in St 

Stephen’s, this will include our yearly AGM. 

Members of the Mothers’ Union were deeply 

saddened to hear of Sheila Moore’s passing and will 
miss her greatly, as branch leader and simply as a 

friend. 

Ladies’ Christmas Evening 

The Ladies’ Christmas Evening was once again very 
well supported by ladies from around the community.  

Food, shopping and a spot of pampering was enjoyed 
by all who attended and money raised was donated 
to the work of GDASS (Gloucestershire Domestic 
Abuse Support Service).  

A big thank you to all stallholders, the lovely ladies 
from the PowderPuff, 
along with those who 
attended and 
supported; indeed, 
everyone who helped 
make the evening a 
success!

St John’s Christmas Concert 

On Sunday afternoon 11 December we had our 
Annual Carol Concert at 3.00pm. Despite the 
inclement weather the church was packed to listen to 
Christmas Music from the Bream Silver Band 
conducted by Phil Turner, and singing from the Junior 
Choir of St Whites School.  

During the interval mulled wine and mince pies were 
served by members of the church. Many thanks to all 
who supported the concert and those who worked so 
hard to make it a success and £325.50 was raised for 
church funds.  - John Holliday
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St Ethelbert’s Christmas Market 

St Ethelbert's was once again filled with 
festive cheer for the annual Christmas 
Market on Saturday 26 November. 

It was wonderful to welcome so many people 
to the church. Big thank to all who attended 
and supported the event, along with the 
stallholders and those who were busy 
beforehand baking, creating and preparing. 
Around £900 was raised for church funds. 

There are lots more 
photographs of this event (and 
many others) on our website. 
(www.cinderford-
churches.org.uk) 

Bilson Concert 

Due to the works needed at Bilson Chapel, the concert this 
year was held at Hanover Court. This had the advantage of 
making it easy for the 
residents to come and 
take part as well, which 
was excellent.  

The benefice choir 
performed a number 
of new carols, and the 
audience joined in with 
many other well 
known ones.  

All enjoyed the 
evening, and we would 
like to thank Hanover 
Court for allowing us 
to be with them, in 
such pleasant warm 
surroundings. 

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel and Bishop Robert 
• those who have recently been 

bereaved; especially the family and 
friends of Sheila and also Sydney-May 

• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need 

prayer 
• Mike; in his ministry around the 

Benefice 
• Anthea; in her ministry as deacon 
• Chris, Linda, Lynne and Richard; our 

Licensed Readers 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners 

in Spain) and their sons Sam and Aaron 
• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• children, young people and their 

leaders 
• comfort for those remembering lost 

loved ones 
• all affected by the crises in the Middle 

East and North Africa, including all 
displaced persons 

• all those around the world facing 
persecution, homelessness or hunger 

• all those working for justice and peace 
in the world 

• the worldwide Church, especially those 
worshipping in places of conflict

http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
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Activity and Event Times 

Gospel Reading (Matthew) at The Vicarage Sunday 8 January - 7.00 pm  

people@prayer at The Vicarage   Wednesday 11 & 25 January, 7.00 pm - 7.45 pm 

Shalom Party at St Stephen’s   Wednesday 18 January, 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm  

BoB Breakfast at St Stephen’s   Saturday 21 January  - 9.00 am - 10.00 am 

Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s   Sunday 22 January -  12.30 pm 

Shalom Gathering at Viney Hill Adventure Centre    Saturday 28 January, 10.30 am - 5.00 pm 

Talent Show at St Stephen’s    Friday 3 February -  7.00 pm 

Mothers’ Union at St Stephen’s   Tuesday 7 February, 2.00 pm

Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time, not on first Tuesday of the month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), (restart date and venue to be announced soon; see Sian for details) 
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time; restart January 6) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER (Year 9+), The Vicarage (January 15 and January 22) 
 - Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food.

Tree Decorating at St John’s 

On December 7, a number of us met at St Johns Church to decorate the Christmas 
tree which Graham and Pat had donated. The afternoon reminded me of our 
expectations that slowly grow through Advent to the joyful celebrations at Christmas, 
and so it was with the tree that 
started as a bare green fir tree that 
grew into something special by the 
end of the afternoon. - John Holliday  

Reading of Matthew’s 
Gospel 

Our lectionary readings will work 
through Matthew’s Gospel during 
2017.  To get a feel for the flow and 
major themes of Matthew, please 
join us to read through the gospel on 
Sunday 8 January at the Vicarage 
starting at 7.00 pm. 

All welcome. (No-one will be asked to 
read on the night. If you would 
particularly like to read, please 
contact Mike - 822286).
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Mike’s Challenge:  

My challenge this 
month is to start a 
Bible reading 
scheme! It might just 
be a short one, for a 
week or a month, or 
possibly something 
that will last the full 
year. Please let me 
know what you are 
doing. 

Mike’s Question:  
Without looking 
them up, can you say 
which gospels the 
following accounts 
appear in: The 
naming of Jesus, the 
presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple, 
the wise men, the 
escape to Egypt, the 
massacre of the 
infants in 
Bethlehem, the 
return from Egypt? 

Answers will be in 
next month’s “News 
& Views” but please 
do discuss with 
Mike in the 
meantime! 

Answers to last 
month’s ?’s:  

These accounts 
appear in the 
Gospels listed: An 
angel appearing to 
Zechariah (Luke); 
Gabriel appearing to 
Mary (Luke); Mary 
visiting Elizabeth 
(Luke); the birth of 
John the Baptist 
(Luke); an angel 
appearing to Joseph 
in a dream 
(Matthew); Mary 
and Joseph 
travelling to 
Bethlehem (Luke); 
the shepherds and 
the angels (Luke).

Christmas Around the Benefice… 

Various services and events 

were held in all the churches 
during December, for more 

photographs (and some videos) 
please see our website. 

Churches were beautifully 

decorated, wreaths were made, 
carols were sung, candles were 

lit, prayers were said, communion was shared, nativity scenes were set up, trees 
were dressed, people dressed up, mulled 

wine was drunk, mince pies were eaten, 

Bibles were read, choirs performed, bands 
played, Christingles were made, lit and 

eaten; the 
birth of our 

Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, was 
celebrated!

Are you paying too much for your insurance? 

Our team of independent brokers have been arranging 

commercial insurance for over 50 years and can provide 

cover for large farms of smallholdings of less than 50 acres.

If you’re not satisfied with the cover you have,  
pick up the phone and give us a call!

Agricultural Insurance

Independent AdvIce • competItIve cover

50 YeArs experIence

T: 01873 857533     E: info@frball.com

www.frball-insurance.co.uk
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Lectionary 

1 January (2nd Sunday of Christmas) 

Isaiah 63:7-9  Psalm 148:7-end 
Hebrews 2:10-end Matthew 2:13-end 

8 January (Epiphany) 

Isaiah 60:1-6  Psalm 72:10-15 
Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12 

15 January (2nd Sunday of Epiphany) 

Isaiah 49:1-7  Psalm 40:1-12 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 John 1:29-42 

22 January (3rd Sunday of Epiphany) 

Isaiah 9:1-4     Psalm 27:1, 4-12 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18    Matthew 4:12-23 

29 January (Candlemas) 

Malachi 3:1-5  Psalm 24:7-end 
Hebrews 2:14-end Luke 2:22-40 

5 February (4th Sunday before Lent) 

Isaiah 58:1-9a  Psalm 112:1-9 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 Matthew 5:13-20

Getting to Know You … with Rosie Jones 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? Mint choc-
chip 
Favourite colour? Red. 
Favourite film? Nim’s Island. 
Favourite actor/actress? Colleen 
Ballinger.  
Favourite food & drink? Chinese. Pepsi.    
Favourite season? Summer. 
Favourite book? Anything by David 
Walliams or Michael Morpurgo. 
Favourite flower or tree? Rose. 
Favourite TV programme? The Simpsons. 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? Wolf, because 
they work together. 
What would be your ideal holiday? Going to Paris and seeing the Eiffel 
Tower. 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village. 
Favourite hymn or church song? Mary did you know - Penatonix 
version. 
What is your earliest memory? Being an angel in a school play, aged 
about 4/5. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? A formula one 
car because they are fast.  
Which living person do you most admire? My mum. 
Where would you most like to be right now? In bed! 
Favourite place to eat out? ZaZaBazaar in Bristol. 
Favourite place to go shopping? Daphnes, otherwise 
known as Ruspidge post office! 
What was your best holiday? Sea Cadets Summer 
Camp 2016 - went to Oakwood Theme Park, one of 
the best places I’ve ever been. 
When were you happiest? When me and my brother 
got along. 
Favourite joke? What do you call a bear with no 
teeth? A gummy bear. 
Favourite Church building? Ours (St Stephen’s). 
Favourite item of clothing? Wooly hats. 
Are you a cat person or a dog person? Both. 
Most treasured possession? My teddies. 
What do you owe your parents? Everything. 
What would your superpower be? Teleportation. 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it 
be and why? Happy with Rosie. 
What keeps you awake at night? Mum and Dad 
watching TV too loud. 
Favourite family memory? The first year we went to 
Keswick. 
Favourite building? Home. 
What four people (dead or alive) would you invite to a 
dinner party? YouTuber iisuperwoman, ‘old nanny’ 
Jones, David Walliams, Walt Disney.
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Littledean Church of England Primary School 

Christmas Festivities 
We have had a fantastic time preparing for 
Christmas.  Lots of festive activities in our 
classrooms, our annual visit to the pantomime, 
Christmas dinner, the Christmas Fair and 
preparing for the Christmas service on the last 
day of term.  We would like to wish you all a 
(belated) very merry Christmas from all of us at 
Littledean C of E Primary 

Talent Show 

Get out your 
dancing shoes, 

polish up your 
trombone, start 

practicing those 
high notes; the 

'world famous' (?) 
Cinderford 

Churches Talent 
Show is back! 

Whether you are a 
performer, a talent 

spotter, or just 
looking for a good night out, put Friday 3 February 

in your diary and come along to St Stephen's at 
7.00pm for an evening of fun and entertainment. 

Refreshments will be provided. No charge, but we 
will have a collection for the Cinderford branch of 

the Trussell Trust foodbank during the evening. 
Contact Sian (822286) if you would like to perform 

on the night.
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Fairtrade Focus 

To start this month, firstly a 
big thank you to all those 
who have supported the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s 
throughout 2016, whether 
that be directly at the stall or 
at an event the stall has ‘visited’. Every purchase is 
very much appreciated and goes to support producers 
around the world. 

One of our best-selling handicraft products were the 
bamboo socks from Braintree. They come in two 
sizes, 4-7 and 7-11 and in a wonderful range of 
patterns and colours. They are super-soft, breathable 
and have natural anti-bacterial and anti-fungal 
properties; all helping to keep feet healthy and 
hygienic. They keep feet warm in the winter and cool 
in the summer. It’s easy to see why they are a firm 
favourite! 

Braintree is an independent fashion company that 
Traidcraft works with. They have a simple philosophy - 
to design and make beautiful timeless fashion while 
caring for the environment. 

Braintree consider all of their clothing to be 
“Thoughtful Clothing,” so from the fabrics they use, to 
how the garments are designed, made and delivered, 
each step of the journey is carefully considered and 
done as ethically as possible. Braintree aim to 
minimise their environmental footprint every step of 
the way. 

They also take every step to make sure that kindness 
and respect is shown to the people and partners 
working with Braintree. All suppliers have to sign up to 
a Code of Conduct, which details the rights of workers 
(including no discrimination, no child labour, no forced 
labour, rights to consultation between employees and 
their employer and a living wage must be paid). 

Braintree have built up excellent partnerships in the 
twenty years they have been in business and always 
have a long term vision in mind when they set up new 
partnerships. Through these 
longterm partnerships they 
ensure their vision is shared; 
creating jobs, protecting wages 
and developing skills. 

Braintree works hard to maintain 
open channels of communication 
between the head office in 
London and China, with regular 

visits along with conference calls to the suppliers and 
factories. They also aim to give factories plenty of time 
with new designs to avoid undue pressure involved 
with short lead times. 

They are firm believers in Fashion Revolution’s 
statement, ‘… that fashion can be made in a safe, clean 
and beautiful way. Where creativity, quality, 
environment and people are 
valued equally.’ 

So, as with all the products 
available from Traidcraft, you are 
buying much more than just a 
pair of socks! You are helping to 
protect the future of producers 
and workers around the world. 

Fairtrade Fortnight is approaching, in 2017 this will 
be from Monday 27 February to Sunday 12 March. 

The Fairtrade Foundation’s theme this year is “It’s 
Time to Put Fairtrade in Your Break.” There will be 
various events happening around the Benefice to 
celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight, and lots more 
information in next months’ magazine.  

St Stephen's will once again host a Big Brew event, 
with the BakeOff returning where the idea is to 
include as many Fairtrade ingredients as possible in 
your bakes, so get your thinking caps on.  

The event will be on Saturday 25 February from 10 
am - 1 pm. Lots more info will be in next month’s 
magazine, but also keep an eye on the website and 
Facebook page!  

Alongside the BakeOff, there will be lunches, 
Fairtrade stalls, Fairtrade food to sample, craft 
activities for young people (and young at heart), 
videos and lots of information about the difference 
Fairtrade makes to 
people’s lives. All money 
raised will be given to 
Traidcraft Exchange’s 
“Let it Grow” campaign.
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I’m in a Benefice church, but where? 

Pebbles in the font at St Stephen’s Church, Cinderford. 

Along with the reflection of the stained glass window 

in the water.

Who’s on the Trike? 

Sarah Bick 
Vicar of Mid-Wyedean Churches 

Previously a member of St Stephen’s Church

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Friday 3 February - 7.00 pm - Talent Show  
 at St Stephen’s 

Sunday 12 February - 7.00 pm - Healing Service  
 at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 25 February - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm  
 Big Brew at St Stephen’s 

27 February - 12 March - Fairtrade Fortnight 

Tuesday 28 February - Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 1 March - 10.00 am -  
 Ash Wednesday service  at St Eth’s 

Wednesday 1 March - 7.30 pm -  
 Ash Wednesday service  at St John’s  

Thursday 2 March - 7.30 pm - Pilgrim Course starts 
  at St Stephen’s

Seen walking around the Benefice, but 
where? 

Railway Wagon at the start of Linear Park, Cinderford

Nativity Sheep Trail 

A big thank you to all the participating 
shops and small businesses around 
Cinderford that looked after sheep 
during Advent along with all those who 
did the trail and submitted their entry 
forms. 

Congratulations to Kim, who was selected from all those who 
completed 
forms, 
enjoy your 
Fairtrade 
goodies! 
Watch out 
for the 
return of 
the sheep 
next year!
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
01594 822286 
07903 436009 

mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday,  

if you need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Assistant Curate: Anthea Beresford 
01594 822396 

anthea@cinderford-churches.org.uk 
(Anthea has a full-time job and her regular 

church day off is Saturday. Please phone / email 
and she will respond as soon as possible) 

Churchwarden at St Ethelbert’s:  
Peter Meredith - 01594 822445 

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens at St Stephen’s: 
Nick Jones - 01594 825902 

Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer: 
Karen Jones - 01594 825902 

safeguarding@cinderford-churches.org.uk 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/cinderfordcofe 

Or find us on Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/cinderfordchurches/ 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham 

If you have anything for the next magazine 
(articles, photographs) or would like to 
enquire about placing an advert please 

contact magazine@cinderford-
churches.org.uk by Tuesday 20 December. 

Comments and opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the views  

of the Editors, the PCCs or  
the Vicar of the Benefice.

Shalom Christmas Service 

The Shalom group fully 
entered into the spirit of 
Christmas at their Christmas 
Service.  Many of the group 
were unrecognisable as they 
dressed for the parts of the 
nativity story.  Mary and 
Joseph, tired after their journey, were relieved to sit and adore 
baby Jesus after his arrival.  Shepherds, with their sleepy sheep 
and the Kings were led by the star on the long journey to greet 
the new King.  After their encounter with Herod they were 
quickly on their way again to present gifts to the baby Jesus. 

Well known favourite Carols were sung and after the service 
everyone enjoyed refreshments.  

Thank you to everyone who supported the Shalom group. 

Sheila Moore  
1940 - 2016 

It is with great sadness that we 
recognise the loss of Sheila Moore, who 

passed away peacefully at 
Gloucestershire Royal Hospital with 

family by her side on 27 December, 
2016. 

Gerald, Barbara, Andrew, Anthony and 
all her family remain in our prayers. 

Sheila will be remembered for her many 
roles at church, along with her 

wonderful smile and friendly personality 
that always put you at ease. She was a wonderful example to us all 

of how to live out our faith through your words and actions. She 
will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 

Sheila’s funeral is at St Stephen’s Church, Belle Vue Road at 1.15 
pm on Thursday 12 January, 2017. 
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