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Reader’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

July, for some people, is a time to go on holiday.  Holidays 
generally involve a journey of some sort.  Life is a journey 
and, like all journeys, there are beginnings and endings. 

July especially is a month of endings.  That is because it’s 
the end of the academic year.  Very young children will 
be ending a time of nursery and playgroup.  Primary 
school children will be ending a year spent with teaching 
staff they have got to know, and some will be ending 
their time at Primary school.  Young people in senior schools will have 
finished their exams and the end of another year.  Some College and 
University students will be coming to the end of their time of studying. 

But endings in life are not the end, there is always a beginning.  The very 
young children will be starting school in September, looking forward with 
excitement to learning.  Primary school children will meet a new teacher and 
advance in their education, some will be moving on to senior school, making 
that big transition from primary to senior, which, can be daunting, but also a 
time of excitement.  The eldest of the young people at senior school will be 
moving on to College.  College students will move on to University, 
apprenticeship or employment.  University students will be heading out into 
the world of work and so they travel on. 

Students in education are not the only ones who have endings.  As adults 
journeying through life we face many endings, such as a holiday, friendships, 
a marriage, a job, moving home.  Not all endings are happy ones and 
sometimes the beginnings are not what we would desire.  Life is a journey, 
through good and bad.   

Going on a journey means that we ought to know where we are going.  We 
should have some end in sight; otherwise we could end up going round in 
circles.  We can’t map out our route in life in the same way that we plan a 
journey, but we need somewhere and something to aim for. 

Jesus taught that if we believed and trusted in him then we would know the 
way to travel.  He told his disciples “In my Father’s house there are many 
rooms.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  And you know the way 
to where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you 
are going.  How can we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me.” 

So, whatever age you may be and at whatever stage in your journey through 
life, as you travel on, through all the endings and beginnings, the ups and 
downs, keep your eyes on your destination. Keep your eyes on Jesus, the 
way, the truth and the life. 

May God bless you on your journey,   Linda
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 3 July 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Sun 10 July 3.00 pm HC 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 17 July 10.30 am JS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm CBE

Sun 24 July 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC

Sun 31 July 10.30 JS HC @ 
URC

9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 7 August 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Midweek Service Times

AAHC = All Age Holy Communion; AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening 
Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; HS = Healing Service; JC = Junior Church 
(preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; 
RBL = Royal British Legion; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Wed 6 July 10.00 am HC 
7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 13 July 10.00 am HC

Wed 20 July 10.00 am HC

Wed 27 July 10.00 am CBE

Wed 3 August 10.00 am HC

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.
Confirmation - Sunday 11 September 

There will be a Benefice Confirmation Service at 

St Stephen’s Church at 10.30 am on Sunday 11 

September, 2016. Bishop Rachel will be leading 

the service, preaching and confirming candidates. 

If you are interested in being confirmed, or would 

like to discuss what confirmation means and what 

it involves, please contact Mike, your Vicar, as 

soon as possible on (01594) 822286 / 07903 

436009 or via mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk.

mailto:mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk
mailto:mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk
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Operation Christmas Child 

Continuing with our aim to pack 100 
shoeboxes as a Benefice at the 
Bilson Packing Party in October… 

In July, we are focussing on larger toys such as 
skipping ropes or small puzzles / building sets. If 
you aren’t sure if an item is suitable, please speak to 
Eunice Wilson (826753), Rachel Witham (719438) 
or Lynne Chaundy (825997). 

Previous months: June - hairbrush / comb & 
hairbands / bobbles; May - small toys; April - 
stationery; March - toothpaste and toothbrush; 
February - hats, scarves, gloves; and January - 
soaps and flannels. 

Eunice is coordinating our efforts and will be 
storing items during the year, so if you have items 
ready to donate, please give them to her or drop off 
at St Stephen’s or Bilson. 

Thank you for all your support so far! If you get a 
suitable sized shoebox and would be able to start 
wrapping it, please do so. The shoebox needs to be 
‘medium sized’ and the lid needs to be able to open 
(so the lovely gifts can be packed inside!). 

Mothers’ Union 

On a lovely summer afternoon, 
members met at The Pludds 
village hall for our annual 
Deanery Quiet Time led this 
year by Rev Helen Rodwell. We 
were asked to think of someone 
who had inspired us in our Christian life, either famous or 
someone we knew personally. Helen brought along a 
selection of books and literature for us to reflect on. As 
the weather was good, we were able to wander outside if 
we wished, or just sit quietly and listen to the birds with 
the beauty of the Forest surrounding us. 

Afterwards, tea was served by the ladies of the 
Drybrook, Lydbrook and Ruardean branch. 

On Saturday 20 August, we are holding an “Afternoon 
Tea” here at St Stephen’s Church to celebrate the MU 
140th Anniversary. This will be by ticket only and will 
cost £5. We invite you all to join us, male and female, 
although places will be limited.  

To make this day special and fun, it would be nice (but not 
compulsory) if the ladies could wear hats. 

There will be a raffle on the day to raise money for AFIA 
(Away From It All), who provide holidays for those who 
need some time away from their everyday 
circumstances, they also help support children to attend 
school trips when they otherwise wouldn’t be able to. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 5 July at 2.00 pm 
when the speaker will be Liz Curtis from Mothers’ Union. 

For more information about MU or the Afternoon Tea, 
please contact Sheila Moore (823055). 

Annual Coach Trip 

There is still time to book your place on the Annual 
Benefice Coach Trip on Thursday 7 July to Hartlebury 
Castle, near Kidderminster. This is the former home of 
the Bishop of Worcester.  

A guided tour of the State Rooms including the medieval 
Great Hall, a beautiful Georgian Saloon, the Chapel, the 
Bishop’s House including the Prince’s Bedroom and the 
nationally important Hurd Library is £6 per person and 
the museum entrance (if desired) is £2.25 each (for 
seniors). Coach fare would need to be added on top, but 
will depend on how many people are interested in going. 

Please phone Lynne Chaundy (825997) NOW if you 
want to go or for more information.  
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am. 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month the 
service alternates between St Eth’s 
and Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
9.30 am services in the moderate 
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic 

and sacramental focus. 
St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
Chapel of Ease in Soudley with a similar 
tradition to St John’s. Eucharist on 
alternate Wednesdays at 10 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11 am 
and 3 pm. 11 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a worship 
band & children’s and youth 
activities; 3.00 pm services are 
traditional (BCP) with organ. Various midweek 

services. 
Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at 3 pm.

I’m in (on) a Benefice church, 
but where?  

Answers can be found  
on page 11.

From the Registers 

Funerals 
9 June  Gerrard White        Yew Tree Brake 
13 June Rose Astruc        St Stephen's  

Baptisms 
26 June Lexi-Janet Rose Broomfield      St Eth's 

Weddings 
18 June     Ryan Walding & Ami-Jo Bryan      St John’s 
25 June     Adrian Williams & Joanne Kemmett      St Eth’s

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers can be found on page 11.

Summer Fayre - Sat 9 July 

Littledean Community Centre is holding a Summer Fayre on 
Saturday 9 July from 2.00 pm. There will be tea, cake, jams, 
tombola, plants, stalls (including Fairtrade and painted glass), a 
magician, fire engine, activities for children and much more! The 
Community Centre is off George Rd, behind the Belfry Pub 
(coming from Cinderford take the first left after Littledean 
House Hotel). All proceeds will go towards the Centre and the 
activities that take place there.  

If you would like more information or a table, please contact 
Pauline Rea-Dickins (823735) or Keith Wallis (826125).

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 

01594 839106 

Our Lady of Victories 
Roman Catholic 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

Forest of Dean  
Community Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford  
Methodist Church 

01594 825662 

Cinderford  
Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

 Littledean URC 
01452 760271
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Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel  
• those who have recently been bereaved 
• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• Chris and Richard; preparing for licensing as 

readers in September 
• Anthea; as she begins her ministry as deacon 
• Eunice, Linda and Lynne; our Licensed Readers 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) and 

their sons Sam and Aaron 
• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• children, young people and leaders 
• Syrian refugees, especially young children living in 

tents and unaccompanied minors 
• Ryan & Ami and Adrian & Joanne, married in June 
• the work of MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship), 

especially as they set up new airstrips in what are 
still very remote areas of Africa.

Smart but Casual Concert - Sat 9 July 

Sue Thomas is a member of the “Smart but Casual” Choir 
that is led by Michael Kennerley. Sue sadly lost her 
husband, Tony, to cancer a few years ago and has 

organised this concert to raise funds for Hope for 
Tomorrow, a charity that provides mobile chemotherapy 
units (MCUs). There are now 11 MCUs operating in 

various counties throughout the country.  

It was Gloucestershire that received the world’s first ever 
unit (named Helen - as they all commemorate various 

people), which became operational in 2007. Having a local 
unit reduces the amount of travel those receiving 
chemotherapy must do and gives more time to spend with 
loved ones. 

Tony, a former captain of Cinderford Rugby Club, 
volunteered to be the first person to try out the very first 
Hope for Tomorrow mobile chemotherapy unit during the 

infancy period of the charity. It is this first unit, Helen, that 
is to be replaced for Gloucestershire later this year.  

Sue writes, “It seemed very fitting to me and all at Hope 

for Tomorrow that all the money raised at this concert 
should go towards providing this brand new MCU for 
Gloucestershire, helping local people who have cancer. 
Cinderford is the perfect place for us to hold this event, 

because of my late husband’s wish to support its aims.”
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Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (during term time; not on the first Tues; last one July 19) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 5.00 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), Bilson Mission Schoolroom 
 - Craft and activity club for primary school children (during term time; last one July 15) 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (during term time; last one July 15)  
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (during term time; last one July 15) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER (Year 9 +), The Vicarage (meeting 26 June and 17 July, then break for summer) 
 - Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food. 

Activity and Event Times 

St Ethelbert’s Summer Fayre   Saturday 2 July - 11.00 am - 1.30 pm 

RBL Garden Party at The Vicarage   Saturday 2 July - 5.00 pm onwards  

Mothers’ Union at St Stephen’s   Tuesday 5 July - 2.00 pm  

Benefice Coach Trip to Hartlebury Castle  Thursday 7 July - pickups from 9.00 am at Hanover Court 

Smart but Casual Concert at St Stephen’s  Saturday 9 July - 7.00 pm 

people@prayer at The Vicarage   Wednesday 13 July - 7.00 pm - 7.45 pm 

Bible Study at The Vicarage    Wednesday 13 July  - 8.00 pm - 9.00 pm  

BoB Breakfast at St Stephen’s   Saturday 16 July  - 9.00 am - 10.00 am 

Shalom BBQ at St Stephen’s    Thursday 21 July - 6.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s   Sunday 24 July -  12.30 pm

RBL Garden Party 

Cinderford Royal British 
Legion Branch are hosting a 
Garden Party to recognise 
the Battle of the Somme, 
July 1916 in the Vicarage 
Garden on Sat 2 July from 
5.00 pm. Entertainment will 
be provided by Cinderford 
Town Band and ‘Ukes Uv 
Azzard.’ There are a limited 
number of tickets available 
at £5 each, which includes 
Pimms, Pork Roast and a 
Pudding. All proceeds to 
the Poppy Appeal.  

Tickets available from 
Soldiers & Sailors Club; St 
White’s School or The Old 
Post Office, St White’s Rd.
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Mike’s Challenge:  
In Ephesians 4:4-6 there is a list of 
seven things that all Christians 
have in common. Can you learn 
them? 

Mike’s Question:  
How many of the letters we 
generally think of as written by 
Paul, are actually introduced as 
being from Paul and a colleague or 
colleagues? If you want an 
additional challenge, list those of 
Paul’s colleagues mentioned by 
name in such introductions! 

Answers will be in next month’s 
“News & Views” but please do 
discuss with Mike in the 
meantime! 

Answers to last month’s?’s:  
The literal meaning of the word 
Pentecost is ‘fiftieth’ or ‘fiftieth 
day’. The Jewish Feast of Harvest 
of Firstfruits was celebrated fifty 
days (counting inclusively as is the 
Jewish custom) after Passover. 
(Our celebration of Pentecost is 
fifty days (counting inclusively) 
after Easter Sunday.) 

Sea Sunday 

On Sea Sunday, churches all over the world 
come together to remember seafarers and 
pray for them, their families and those who 
support them. The Mission to Seafarers needs 
your prayers and support for all merchant 
crews and their families on Sea Sunday 2016, 
to continue their vital work for those in need. 

The Mission to Seafarers was started in Avonmouth (Bristol) 160 years ago. 

The Revered Andrew Wright, Secretary of the organisation says, “The 
Mission to Seafarers works tirelessly to provide help and hope to seafarers 
in distress in 50 countries worldwide. In 200 ports, from Southhampton to 
Sydney, every day the world’s 1.5 million crew men and women look out for 
the Mission’s ‘Flying Angel’ flag. The Mission is universally trusted to be of 
service for everyday problems and in maritime emergencies. This year is the 
The Mission to Seafarers’ 160th Anniversary and we are celebrating to give 
thanks for Mission work then and now.” 

Sea Sunday will be celebrated at the family services on Sunday 3 July at both 
Bilson and St Ethelbert’s. For more information, speak to Lynne Chaundy 
(825997). 

Christian Aid Week 

Another year’s collection over! The week seems to arrive quicker every year. All 
money is now in and once again the amount raised is a fantastic sum from the 
Cinderford and Littledean area.  

Firstly, I would like to sincerely thank all the hardworking collectors and 
everyone who donated so generously.  

The amazing total of £2142.22 has 
been sent to Christian Aid and £738 
of the total is eligible for Gift Aid so 
the final total should be over £2326. 

The amounts collected were:  
- Littledean Village Collection: 

£680.89 
- County Store Collection: £ 694. 93 
- Envelope Donations from local 

churches (Baptist, Bilson, 
Greenbottom, Methodist, St 
Ethelbert's, St John's, St Stephen's 
and URC), Churches Together 
Good Friday Lunch, Littledean 
School and Hanover Court: 
£744.73 

- Extra Donations: £21.67 

Well done to everyone and God Bless 
you all.   - Ann Ladd
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Lectionary 

3 July (6th Sunday after Trinity) 
Isaiah 66:10-14  Psalm 66:1-8 
Galatians 6:7-16             Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

10 July (7th Sunday after Trinity) 
Deuteronomy 30:9-14 Psalm 25:1-10 
Colossians 1:1-14  Luke 10:25-37  

17 July (8th Sunday after Trinity) 
Genesis 18:1-10a  Psalm 15 
Colossians 1:15-28  Luke 10:38-end 

24 July (9th Sunday after Trinity) 
Genesis 18:20-32  Psalm 138 
Colossians 2:6-15  Luke 11:1-13 

31 July (10th Sunday after Trinity) 
Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14, 2:18-23         Psalm 49:1-9 
Colossians 3:1-11  Luke 12:13-21 

7 August (11th Sunday after Trinity) 
Genesis 15:1-6  Psalm 33:12-21 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  Luke 12:32-40

Getting to Know You … with Thomas Howard 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? 
Vanilla. 
Are you a cat person or a dog 
person? Both. 
Favourite season? Autumn.  
Favourite food & drink? 
Chocolate and hot chocolate.  
Favourite colour? Turquoise. 
Favourite flower or tree? 
Orchid. 
Favourite film? Troy / The 
Devil Wears Prada.  
Favourite actor/actress? Tom 
Hanks / Meryl Streep.  
First job? Never had one. 
Worst job you’ve done? 

Looking after a small child. 
Favourite book? Clockwork Angel.  
Favourite hymn or church song? Amazing Grace.  
Favourite Church Building? St David’s Cathedral / St Peter’s 
Basilica.  
Favourite item of clothing? Blazer. 
What was your best holiday? Florida. 
What would be your ideal holiday? City break to New York. 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Big City. 
Earliest memory? Being on a beach in Menorca. 
Which living person do you most admire? The Queen. 
Where would you most like to be right now? Washington DC. 
First car (and did it have a name)?) Never had one. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? Audi 
R8.  
When were you happiest? When I found out I got an offer to 
study at Oxford. 
Favourite TV programme? Suits / Downton Abbey. 
What do you owe your parents? A lot of money. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? 
Ancient Greece, because it’s always been my favourite 
period of history. 
Most embarrassing moment? Hitting my PE teacher in the 
face doing gymnastics. 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be and 
why? I quite like Thomas. 
Favourite place to eat out? TGI Fridays. 
What would your superpower be? Teleportation. 
Favourite building? The Palace of Westminster. 
What keeps you awake at night? Spiders. 
Favourite family memory? Swimming with dolphins. 
Favourite place to go shopping? Fortnum and Masons or 
Harrods (!) 
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? A 
giant panda, because it seems like a relaxing life. 

Are you paying too much for your insurance? 

Our team of independent brokers have been arranging 

commercial insurance for over 50 years and can provide 

cover for large farms of smallholdings of less than 50 acres.

If you’re not satisfied with the cover you have,  
pick up the phone and give us a call!

Agricultural Insurance

Independent AdvIce • competItIve cover

50 YeArs experIence

T: 01873 857533     E: info@frball.com

www.frball-insurance.co.uk
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Littledean Church of England Primary School 

Maple Class Residential Trip When we went to 
Whitemead, we took part in lots of different activities. 
One of the things that we did was to work as a team 
to build a buggy, which we then 
raced against the others. Our buggy 
fell apart before we even started - 
but it was great fun. We would love 
to go again. 

-Harriet and Clare 

Year 6 Leavers Service The children in Year 6 have attended the 
Leavers Service at Gloucester Cathedral. This is something that all 

Church of 
England schools 
across Gloucestershire are invited to join each 
year. It is a time for the children to reflect on 
their primary school years and to start to think 
about the future. We were very proud to be 
asked to take an active part in the service and 
Morgan, Lucy and Harriet had the important 
job of reading the prayers at the end of the 
service. 
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Fairtrade Focus 

Mango and Brazil Nut Teabread Taken 
from The Fairtrade Everyday Cookbook 

Makes one 900g (2 lb) loaf 
*Requires overnight soaking!* 
Ingredients 
100 g / 3.5 oz Fairtrade dried mango, 
diced* 
90 ml (3 fl oz) Fairtrade tea (for soaking mango)* 
125 g (4.5 oz) butter, softened 
125 g (4.5 oz) Fairtrade golden granulated sugar* 
2 large eggs, beaten 
250 g (9 oz) organic self-raising flour 
50 g (1.75 oz) Fairtrade brazil nuts, chopped* 
2 tbsp maple syrup 
100 g (3.5 oz) Fairtrade fresh mango, diced# 
1 tsp Fairtrade mixed spice# 
(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag (#) 
are available as Fairtrade but not from church - speak to Rachel for 
advice on where to purchase - 719438). 
Method 
1. Soak the dried mango overnight in the Fairtrade tea. 
2. Preheat the oven to 160OC / 325OF / Gas Mark 3.  
3. Grease a 900 g (2lb) loaf tin, line it with parchment 

paper and set aside. 
4. Beat together the butter and sugar until creamy and 

pale. 
5. Add the beaten eggs and combine. 
6. Fold in the flour, nuts, maple syrup, fresh mango, dried 

mango, any remaining tea and the mixed spice. 
7. Pour the mixture into the lined tin and place in the 

oven. Bake for 1 hour or until a skewer pierced into 
the cake comes out clean. 

8. Cool on a wire rack. 

Did you know? The brazil nut only grows in the Amazon 
rainforest as it requires pollination by a specific bee 
(which in turn relies on a specific orchid) and the only 
animal (other than humans) that can crack through the 
very hard outer casing of the fruit is an agouti - a large 
rodent with sharp, chisel-like teeth. 

Traidcraft’s Fairtrade Brazil Nuts are supplied by a fair 
trade organisation in Bolivia, CAI Campesino. They are a 
cooperative of more than 400 family farmers in the north 
of the country who are scattered through the Amazon 
rainforest. 

CAI Campesino was formed in 1980 during the collapse 
of the rubber industry in Brazil to help farmers receive a 
fair price for their nuts and avoid the often corrupt 
middlemen. 

The cooperative is hoping in the future they can grow and 
establish a trade centre for various products to further 
improve their ability to support local farming families. 

The members elect a governing board each year at the 
annual meeting who help to decide the policies for the 
year ahead. Within the cooperative the price for nuts is 
agreed in advance and also the split between farmers and 
a common fund to finance community projects, such as 
schools and small shops. 

Tropical Wholefoods Fairtrade 
Organic Mango comes from the 
fair trade company Gebana 
Afrique based in Ouagadougou in 
Burkina Faso. Gebana Afrique 
purchase Fairtrade Organic dried 
mangoes from twenty different 
rural cooperatives and 
associations in the south of 
Burkina Faso. They also purchase 
Fairtrade Organic cashew nuts 
and run a cashew processing 
facility themselves. 

Every year, thousands of tonnes of fresh mangoes are 
processed in the local processing facilities. The vast 
majority of people growing, drying and processing the 
mangoes are women. 

Burkina Faso is one of the poorest countries in Africa, and 
in the world, and sales of this product provide badly 
needed income to the cooperatives’ members. 

The mango brings three fold benefit to the cooperatives. 
The fresh fruit farmers benefit from sales, the women 
doing the processing gain from paid employment and the 
whole community benefits from the Fairtrade social 
premium.  

Adult literacy, new water 
sources, bicycles, cereal 
banks, a health centre, 
new classrooms, 
medicines, mosquito nets 
and a photocopier for the 
office are just some 
examples of what the social premium has been spent on 
by the cooperatives.  

A theatre group has also been established by one of the 
partner organisations which puts on educational plays 
about issues such as child trafficking, health and sex 
education. 

The mango is sundried using special solar technology 
developed by the Centre Ecologique Albert Schweitzer 
and contains no added sugars. 

Drying the mango has 
meant that the farmers 
no longer have to rely on 
trying to sell the fresh 
fruit and risk either 
selling at a very low price 
or having their fruit rot.
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I’m in a Benefice  
church, but where? 

“Cap” on the top of St John’s 

Spire. See below for more 

information…

Who’s on the Trike? 

Rev Rob James 
Vicar of Newnham with Awre and Blakeney

St John’s Spire 

Some readers will have 
noticed the strange ’cap’ on 
the spire of St John’s church. 

In October 2013 a violent 
storm brought down 
masonry: subsequent 
investigations established internal and external work was 
needed. The PCC decided to have other advised pointing 
done while contractors were at height, using a firm of 
Roped Access specialists rather than conventional 
scaffolding. As the pictures show it looks precarious 
working but is quite safe! 

The total cost with vat is £56,000 approx. More than half 
the remedial work is met by insurance; three grants and a 
generous donation cover about half the ‘optional’ repairs. 
Locally we have to find about £11,000 before any possible 
vat reclaim. Any donations are most welcome! 

Work is expected to be finished by the end of July.  

Seen walking around the Benefice, but 
where? 

Seen at the bottom of Hastings Road,  

by Furnace Close and Valley Road 

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Wed 24 and Thurs 25 Aug - 10.00 am - 3.00 pm  
 “On Your Marks” Holiday Club at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 27 August - Benefice Pilgrimage
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  

Peter Meredith - 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Nick Jones - 01594 825902 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 
Or find us on Instagram: 

www.instagram.com/ 
cinderfordchurches/ 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham and 

Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the next 
magazine (articles, photographs or 
would like to enquire about placing 

an advert) please contact 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk  

by Friday 15 July. 

Comments and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the views  

of the Editors, the PCCs or  
the Vicar of the Benefice.

St John’s May Fayre 

On Saturday 
21 May, St 
John’s Church 
May Fayre 
was held 
inside the 
church due to the inclement 
weather, but this did not 

deter people from 
coming and looking 
round the many 
stalls and enjoying 
cream teas. Thank 
you for those who 
helped and all who 
supported us, and 
just over £600 was 
raised for church 
funds.  

Reader 150 Celebration 

Our three licensed 

readers were invited 
to the Cathedral for a 

celebration of Reader Ministry over the last 

150 years. Bishop Rachel spoke and an 
enjoyable afternoon was had by all. 

Fairtrading and supporting the Dilke 

It was wonderful to be able to support 
the League of Friends for the Dilke at 

their Summer Fayre on Saturday 11 
June. Despite the rather wet start to 
the day, there was a wonderful 

amount of support for our rather 
fabulous local hospital and it was 
great to be part of the event. Thanks 

to all who came along and said hi! 
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