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Inside this Month… 

Who’s on the Trike? 

NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

The best view of Jerusalem is from the Mount of Olives, 
some 200 feet above Jerusalem, across the Kidron Valley, 
to the East. Jesus spent a lot of time there. He would go 

there to pray. He would spend time there with his disciples. 
He talked to them there about the future of Jerusalem and 
the Temple. (It is possible that he spent the nights there in 

the days leading up to his arrest; see Luke 21.37). Starting 
from Bethany, on the other side of the Mount of Olives, Jesus rode down the 
Mount to Jerusalem on a donkey on the day that we now know as Palm Sunday. 

Luke tells us that as Jesus comes close to the city, he wept over it. (Luke 
91.41-44.) 

There is a procession from the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem each year on 
Palm Sunday. The first part of the route is believed to be much the same as 

Jesus would have taken, although we have no real way of knowing the exact 
route that Jesus took. It follows a narrow, twisting road down the hill. On the 
left hand side as you come down the hill, there is now a huge cemetery. On the 

right hand side there are a series of Churches including a Roman Catholic 
Sanctuary Church called Dominus Flevit. 

Dominus Flevit translates as 'The Lord Wept' and the Church commemorates 

the place where Jesus stopped and wept. The lower part of the road passes 
through the Garden of Gethsemane. It was possible that Jesus, having 
knowledge of the events that would unfold during the days to come, was 
overcome by emotion as he approached the Garden. 

But Luke makes it clear that Jesus wasn't weeping about his own situation or 
what was to happen in a few days. He wept for Jerusalem and for the Jews. He 
understood their rejection of him. He knew of the destruction of Jerusalem and 

the temple that was to come. 

I think he also knew of the battles that would take place there in the centuries 
to follow. I think he knew of the future of the Temple site. I think he knew of the 

divisions that would take place in the city. I think he knew of the blocking of the 
gate that he is about to enter. I think he knew of the cemeteries that would be 
established on each side of the Kidron Valley. I think he knew of the ongoing 
disputes that would continue in and around Temple Mount and Jerusalem 

today. No wonder he stopped and wept. 

I will no longer be able to think of Palm Sunday without thinking of Jesus 
weeping for Jerusalem. Think of Jesus as we approach Palm Sunday this year. 

Think of his tears. Think of all he went through in and around Jerusalem those 
last few days. Think of Jesus, and give thanks for his love for us. 

I hope and pray that you meet anew with Jesus through Palm Sunday, Holy 

Week and Easter Sunday this year. 

God Bless, 
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 6 March 
Mothering Sunday

3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 13 March 3.00 pm CBE 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 11.00 am MW, JC, WILD

Sun 20 March 
Palm Sunday

10.30 am Benefice Palm Sunday Service, JC 
Start in Triangle or St Stephen's

Sun 27 March 
Easter Sunday

10.00 am 
CBE

9.30 am HC 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAHC

Sun 3 April 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Midweek Service Times

AAHC = All Age Holy Communion; AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension;  
EP = Evening Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; HS = Healing Service; 
JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; 
PE = Parish Eucharist; RS = Remembrance Service; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Wed 2 March 10.00 am HC 
7.30 pm Shalom

Fri 4 March 11.00 am Women’s World Day of Prayer

Wed 9 March 10.00 am HC

Wed 16 March 10.00 am HC 
7.30 pm Shalom

Mon 21 March 7.30 pm HC

Tue 22 March 7.30 pm HC

Wed 23 March 7.30 pm HC 10.00 am CBE

Thu 24 March 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Benefice Meal+HC

Fri 25 March 
Good Friday

2.00 pm Last Hour 
at the Cross 

7.30 pm Good 
Friday Liturgy

10.00 am 
Joint Service 
at Littledean 

URC

12 noon Churches Together March of Witness 
starting from The Triangle

Sat 26 March 11.00 am - 3.00 pm Church Open for Prayer

Wed 30 March 10.00 am CBE 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 6 April 10.00 am HC

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.
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Mothers’ Union 

Our February meeting, being the first meeting of the 

year, was our AGM. It began with a short service during 

which Branch Leader Sheila Moore read the Purpose, 

Aim and Objects of Mothers’ Union. Mike, our Vicar, 

then welcomed Jo Hook to our branch. 

Mike chaired our AGM and afterwards, having just 

returned from his trip to Israel, told us a bit about the 

places he had visited. We look forward to hearing 

more! 

All officers and committee members were re-elected: 

Branch Leader: Sheila Moore 

Secretary: Christine Morgan 

Treasurer: Margaret Swiers 

Committee: Audrey Brigstocke Williams, Christine 

Morgan, Heather Brimble, Sian Barnsley, Nikola 

Poole, Jean Smith and Sheila Moore. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 1 March at 2.00 pm 

when the speaker will be Andrew Holt from The 

Children’s Society. Everyone is welcome. 

Craft Fayre 

The next Craft Fayre at St 

Stephen’s will be held on 

Saturday 7 May from 10.00 am 

until 1.00 pm. It is always 

wonderful to see the work of so 

many local artisans showcased 

as well as being able to eat 

lunch, cakes and spend some 

time together! If anyone would 

like a table (£5 each) to sell 

handcrafted items, please 

contact Rachel (719438 / 

mrswitham@gmail.com) for 

more information.

Pancakes around the Benefice 

On Shrove Tuesday 

(9 Feb) two pancake 
parties were held 

around the Benefice, 
members of St John’s 

gathered together at 

the Coombe Drive Centre for pancakes, tea, coffee 
and a raffle and an enjoyable time was had by all.  

At St Stephen’s, despite a power 
outage, everyone enjoyed pancakes 

with a variety of fillings 

including Sheila Moore’s delicious 
butterscotch sauce (see page 10 for 

the recipe!). 

Easter Lilies 

If anyone wishes to donate towards the cost of the 

Easter Lilies around the Benefice: at St Stephen’s 

please contact Sheila Llewellyn (822394); at St 
John’s please contact Eve Smith (822755) and at 

Bilson please contact Kath Greenman (827098). 

If the donation is in memory of a loved one, please 

let Sheila, Eve or Kath know. 

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
St Eth’s hold a range of services at 10.30 am 
each Sunday. On the 3rd Sunday of each 
month the service alternates between St 
Ethelbert’s and Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
Regular worship at 9.30 am on Sunday 
mornings is in the moderate catholic 
tradition and has a Eucharistic and 
sacramental focus. 
St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 

A Chapel of Ease in Soudley village with a 
similar tradition to St John’s. Eucharist is 
celebrated on alternate Wednesdays at 
10.00 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11.00 
am and 3.00 pm Sunday services. 
11.00 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a 
worship band and children’s and 
youth activities; 3.00 pm services 
are traditional (BCP) with organ. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month at 3.00 pm.

I’m in a Benefice church, but 
where?  

Answers can be found  
on page 11.

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 

01594 823462 

  

Our Lady of Victories RC 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

  

Forest of Dean Community 
Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford Methodist 
Church 

01594 825662 

  

Cinderford Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

  

Littledean URC 
01452 760271

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
21 February Hollie Louise Brain  St Stephen’s 
28 February Mila Jane Morgan  St John’s 

Funerals 
8 February Madeline Hodges  Forest of Dean Crematorium 
26 February Valerie Didcote  Forest of Dean Crematorium 

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers can be 
found on page 11.

Where in the world is Mike? 

Answers can be found on page 11.
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Candlemas 

On 31 January, we 

celebrated Candlemas at St 
Stephen's, two days early 
but significant none the less. 

Candlemas marks forty 
days after the celebration of 
the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at Christmas. During 

the service, we recalled the 
day on which Jesus was presented in the Temple, when he 
was offered to the Father and shown to his people. 

Candlemas is a pivotal time in the church calendar as we 
switch our focus from looking back to Christmas, to 
looking forwards to Easter. 

We brought lit candles in to church as a sign of Jesus' light 
entering the temple. During my talk, I spoke about times in 
which our faith can feel fragile like the flame of a candle 
but that God has trusted fragile people like Mary and 

Joseph to do amazing things down the centuries. I also 
spoke about the Word of God being Good News for the 
poor and how Jesus was born into a poor family. We 

prayed for all who work with the poor in our world 
especially the Foodbank and Traidcraft.  We had a time to 
offer ourselves and our prayers to God as we lit individual 

candles as a sign of our response. 

This was the first time in a number 
of years that we had had a 
Candlemas service at St Stephen's 

and, if you were there, I’d value 
your feedback.   - Chris Witham 

Pilgrim Course 

The Pilgrim Course (our Lent Course) this year focuses 
on The Lord’s Prayer. All welcome, it’s not too late to 
come along! Wednesday evenings (last one Wed 16 
March) at Rheola House on Belle Vue Road, from 
7.30pm to 9.00pm. (Tea and Coffee available from 
7.15pm).  Any questions please contact Mike. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Each year, women from around the world hold services on 
the first Friday in March in local churches. This year the 
Cinderford with Littledean service will take place at St 
Stephen’s on Friday 4 March at 11.00 am. The service this 
year has been prepared by Christian women in Cuba and 
the theme is “Receive children. Receive me.” All are 
welcome, both men and women, to attend the service and 
share refreshments afterwards. 

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel  
• Bishop Martyn as he finishes his ministry here and heads 

to his new post as Bishop of Leicester  
• those who have recently been bereaved 
• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• those in training for lay and ordained ministry (Anthea, 

Chris and Richard) 
• Eunice, Linda and Lynne; our licensed readers 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) and their 

sons Sam and Aaron 
• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• children, young people and leaders 
• the country of Ethiopia, as it is in the grip of the worst 

drought in nearly 30 years. Pray for aid agencies working 
there (such as EthiopiAID) to help prevent starvation of 
the millions that are at risk. 

• the people of Nepal, as they continue to rebuild following 
the powerful earthquake nearly a year ago, that more 
people will have shelter sorted in preparation for their 
winter. Charities such as The Leprosy Mission who are 
currently supporting people through their (damaged) 
existing buildings and hospitals.
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Activity and Event Times

   Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (during term time; not on the first Tuesday of the month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 5.00 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), Bilson Mission Schoolroom 
 - Craft and activity club for primary school children (during term time; not on Fri 25 March or April 1 & 8) 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (during term time; not Fri 25 March or Apr 1 & 8)  
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (during term time; not Fri 25 March or Apr 1&8) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER (Year 9 +), Susie’s House, 23b Dockham Road (20 March, not 27 March) 
 - Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food. 

Mothers’ Union  
Tuesday 1 March - 2.00 pm at St Stephen’s 
Pilgrim Course - Wednesdays (weekly; 2, 
9 & 16 March) - 7.30 pm at Rheola House 
(Belle Vue Road) 
Lent Lunch - Saturday 5 March and 19 
March - 12 noon - 1.30 pm at St Stephen’s 
BoB Breakfast - Saturday 19 March 
9.00 am - 10.00 am at St Stephen’s 
Christian Aid Lunch - Thu 24 March -       
12 noon - 1.30 pm at URC Littledean 
Churches Together March of Witness  
- Fri 25 March - 12 noon start in Triangle 
Quiet Time for Personal Prayer - Sat 26 
March -11.00 am - 3.00 pm at St Stephen’s 
Easter Fellowship Lunch - Sun 27 March  
12.30 pm at St Stephen’s 
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Mike’s Challenge:  
In the Gospel accounts of 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
what does Jesus do when 
he enters the Temple 
after his triumphal entry 
on Palm Sunday? When 
does this event occur in 
John’s Gospel? How 
would we explain the 
differences in these 
accounts? 

Mike’s Question:  
Through what Gate is 
Jesus understood to have 
entered Jerusalem (and 
the Temple) on Palm 
Sunday? 

Bonus Question:  
What is the Gate 
(possibly) also known as? 

Answers will be in next 
month’s “News & Views” 
but please do discuss 
with Mike in the 
meantime! 

Answers to last 
month’s ?’s:  
If the water that Jesus 
turned into wine were 
bottled, there would have 
been around 700 (750 
ml) bottles! 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter Services around the Benefice 

Palm Sunday Service - there is only one service around the Benefice, at 10.30 am, 
starting in The Triangle and then processing up to St Stephen’s. If you feel unable to 
join the procession, the service will also start at St Stephen’s at 10.30 am. 

Holy Week Communions - on Monday (21), Tuesday (22) and Wednesday (23) 
there will be a Holy Communion service at St John’s starting at 7.30 pm. The 
services are a good time to reflect on the events that took place between Palm 
Sunday and Easter. 

Maundy Thursday Meal & Holy Communion - at St Stephen’s from 7.30 pm, the 
evening starts with a shared meal and Holy Communion and ends with the stripping 
of the Communion Table (others will then proceed to strip the altar at St John’s). 

Good Friday - there are various services around the Benefice; at 10.00 am, a Joint 
Service at Littledean URC; at 12 noon the various churches from around 
Cinderford and Littledean meet in The Triangle for the March of Witness; at 2.00 
pm, a quiet reflective service around the Last Hour at the Cross at St John’s and at 
7.30 pm (also at St John’s)  a service using the Good Friday liturgy. 

Holy Saturday - on Saturday 26 March, St Stephen’s will be open for personal 
prayer from 11.00 am until 3.00 pm. 

Easter Sunday - various services to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and 
Saviour with a Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s (12.30 pm) for anyone who wishes 
to attend. (For the various service times, please see page 2). 

Easter Garden 
Competition  

Entries from all ages are 

once again invited for the St 

Stephen’s Easter Garden 
Competition. This will be 

judged during the Easter All 
Age Holy Communion 

(Sunday 27 March at 11 am) 

and is an excellent way to 
get involved if you have a 

passion for garden design, 
crafting or even cake 

making (with last years 

entries including a cake!).  

There will be prizes in 

children, young people and 
adult categories and 

judging will be based on 

creativity, Biblical 
reference, originality and 

overall appearance.  
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Lectionary 

6 March (Mothering Sunday) 
Exodus 2:1-10   Psalm 34:11-20 
2 Corinthians 1:3-7  Luke 2:33-35 
13 March (5th Sunday of Lent) 
Isaiah 43:16-21  Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14  John 12:1-8 
20 March (Palm Sunday) 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Luke 19:28-40   Psalm 118:19-24 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 22:14- 23:55 
21 March (Monday of Holy Week) 
Isaiah 42:1-9   Psalm 36:5-11 
Hebrews 9:11-15  John 12:1-11 
22 March (Tuesday of Holy Week) 
Isaiah 49:1-7   Psalm 71:1-8 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31  John 12:20-36 
23 March (Wednesday of Holy Week) 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 70 
Hebrews 12:1-3  John 13:21-32 
24 March (Maundy Thursday) 
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14  Psalm 116:9-end 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26      John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
25 March (Good Friday) 
Isaiah 52:13 - end of 53 Psalm 22:1-11 
Hebrews 10:16-25           John 18:1 - end of 19 
27 March (Easter Day) 
Isaiah 65:17-end  Psalm 118:14-24 
Acts 10:34-43   Luke 24:1-12 
3 April (2nd Sunday of Easter) 
Acts 5:27-32   Psalm 118:14-end 
Revelation 1:4-8  John 20:19-end 

Bishop Martyn of Tewkesbury 

As many of you will know Bishop Martyn is 
leaving the Diocese to become the next 
Bishop of Leicester. There will be a service to 
thank him for his leadership and ministry in 
Gloucester Diocese at Gloucester Cathedral 
on Saturday 12 March at 4.30 pm. The service  
will be followed by light refreshments and an 
opportunity for some personal goodbyes. 

APCM’s Coming Up… 

Sunday 17 April - following 3.00 pm HC - St Stephen’s 
Sunday 24 April - following 9.30 am PE - St John's 
Tuesday 26 April - 7.30 pm - St Ethelbert’s 

Getting to Know You … with John Holliday 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? 
Rum & Raisin. 
Are you a cat person or a dog 
person? Neither. 
Favourite season? Spring.  
Favourite actor/actress? The 
late Alan Rickman.  
Favourite film? Any James 
Bond film. 
Favourite book? Anything by 
James Paterson. 
Favourite flower or tree? 
Sweet Williams. 
First job? Working in 
WHSmith. 
Favourite item of clothing? 
Jumper! 
What would be your ideal 
holiday? Going to Japan. 

Favourite food & drink? Steak and chips with a glass of red wine. 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Village. 
Favourite hymn or church song? Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne and 
Kingly Crown. 
Earliest memory? Going shopping for a bag of sugar 
Which living person do you most admire? Our Vicar at Reading, 
because he had a lot of influence on my life. 
Where would you most like to be right now? Where I am. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? 1960’s 
when I got married and for the music! 
First car (and did it have a name)?) Mini; no name. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? MG with 
wire wheels in British Racing Green. 
Best job you have ever had? Purchasing manager at Reading. 
Worst job you’ve done? National Service. 
When were you happiest? When I got married and the kids were 
born. 
Favourite TV programme? The Good Wife. 
Favourite joke? Guy comes out a pub, falls in the river. He's 
drowning and along comes a motorboat, “Jump in and we'll save 
you.”  “No no, I know my God will save me,” replies the guy. 
Along comes a lifeboat. “No, no, I know my God will save me.” 
Along comes a helicopter, “No, no, I know my God will save me.” 
He dies. In heaven he asks God, “Why did you not save me?” and 
God says, “Well I sent a motorboat, a lifeboat and a helicopter for 
you!” 
Most treasured possession? My photographs. 
What do you owe your parents? Bringing me up properly. 
Most embarrassing moment? When I was asked by my boss to take 
two important Indian visitors out to dinner and he forgot to tell 
me they were vegetarians. I took them to the Beefeater!! 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be and why? 
John, as it is!
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Operation Christmas Child 

The items we have decided to focus on 
collecting in March are hygiene 

related: toothbrush and toothpaste. 

Ideally toothbrushes would be individually packed (or two 

in a pack) so they can be packed in the boxes in their 
original packaging and are obviously new for those that 

receive them. 

Please also consider some toddler sized toothbrushes and 

toothpastes as the youngest boxes are sent to 2-4 yr olds. 

In case you missed it: January we were collecting 

(individually wrapped) soaps and flannels; February was 
hats, scarves and gloves. 

Eunice Wilson (826753) is coordinating our efforts and 
will be storing items during the year, so please get in touch 

with her if you have any questions or items ready to 
donate. 

For anyone that donated to the boxes last year: the tracker 
has come back to say that our boxes were part of 77,904 

shoeboxes sent from the UK to Belarus. A big thank you to 
all who helped to make it possible for so many children to 

experience the joy of a simple shoebox gift and the hope 
that comes with knowing they are loved and not forgotten. 

Many children in Belarus are still suffering from health 
problems as a result of the Chernobyl disaster 30 years 

ago. Children like Nastya, who is being treated for a 
related blood disorder and low immune system. When she 

opened her box she nearly burst with excitement at the 
sight of the Barbie doll. She couldn’t believe the doll was 

for her. Nastya took each item out of the box and then 
carefully repacked it making sure everything was there 

and that her precious Barbie doll was on the top of all her 
gifts. When asked what was so special about the Barbie 

doll, she said, “I think it looks like me!” 

Christian Aid Week 

Christian Aid Week this year is 15 - 21 May. 
The Co-operative County Store (Dockham 
Road) is booked for a collection on Thursday 19 
and Friday 20 May from 9.00 am until 5.00 pm. 
Collectors are needed to do an hour’s stint 
inside the store. It is quite an easy task and 
simply requires picking up a collection box, bib 
and some stickers from The Methodist Church 
(the back gate is almost opposite the Co-op) 
and then collecting for an hour. 

There is also a door to door envelope collection 
that takes place around Littledean during 
Christian Aid week. For many, many years Dave 
and Barbara Burt have collected the top half of 
The Ruffitt but are no longer able to do so 
owing to failing health.  

Someone is needed to deliver the envelopes at 
the start of the week and collect them later this 
week. It will be approximately 20 houses. If you 
are able to assist with The Ruffitt or the 
collection in the Co-operative Store, then 
please contact Ann Ladd (822735).
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Fairtrade Focus 

Butterscotch Sauce with thanks to Sheila Moore for this very 
popular recipe 
Ingredients 
2 oz butter 
3 oz soft brown sugar* 
2 oz granulated sugar* 
5 oz golden syrup # 
4 oz double cream 
a few drops of vanilla essence # 

(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag (#) 
are available as Fairtrade but not from church). 
Method 
1. Place the butter and both types of sugar into a 

saucepan with the golden syrup. 
2. Heat slowly until the sugars have dissolved and the 

mixture becomes liquid. 
3. Stir regularly through this process. 
4. Continue to heat gently for about 5 minutes. 
5. Turn off heat and gradually stir in the cream and 

vanilla essence. 
6. Stir for a further 2 or 3 minutes or until sauce is 

smooth. 

Wonderful served with: Pancakes and sliced Fairtrade 
bananas or drizzled on ice cream! 

Traidcraft’s 
Fairtrade sugar is 
grown and 
packaged in 
Mauritius by a company called Craft Aid. Founded in 1982, 
the main aim of Craft Aid is to provide employment for 
disabled people and women who are the sole breadwinner, 
or are in particular difficulty, for example, women whose 
husbands are alcoholics. 

Traidcraft currently stock six different sugars from Craft 
Aid: Muscovado, Demerara, Golden Caster, Light Brown 
and Golden Granulated. Golden Granulated is essentially 
unbleached white granulated sugar (and therefore better 
for the environment due to the reduced processing). It is 

ideal for using to 
sweeten tea or make 
jam or marmalade (or 
basically anything you 
would use white 
granulated sugar for). 
Anyone who uses sugar 
in their tea and has the 
occasional cuppa at St 
Stephen’s will notice 
that the white sugar 
has been swapped for 
Golden Granulated.  

Fairtrade Fortnight  

The theme 
for this 
years 
Fairtrade Fortnight 
(29 February to 
13 March) is “Sit down for breakfast, stand up for 
farmers!” 

The idea of the annual Fairtrade Fortnight campaign is to 
promote the work Fairtrade does in seeking to change 
trade to a fairer system by paying farmers and workers 
decent prices and offering them a premium on top to 
spend how they wish.  

By focusing on breakfast, the idea is to showcase the wide 
range of products that are now available carrying the 
Fairtrade Mark to enjoy in the first meal of the day; much 
beyond the tea, coffee and chocolate that we all know. For 
breakfast you could enjoy Fairtrade orange juice, apple 
juice, coffee, tea, herbal tea, muesli, cereal bars, dried 
fruit, bananas, oranges, pineapples, blueberries, coconut, 
honey, jam, marmalade, sugar and chocolate if you really 
wanted! Have you found a Fairtrade product we haven’t 
mentioned yet? It is amazing what is out there now - from 
beer to cola, from laundry liquid to molasses there is a 
huge variety being done to help farmers trade their way 
out of poverty! 

There is always a well stocked stall at St Stephen’s Church 
(please contact Rachel- 719438 / mrswitham@gmail.com) 
if you would like any more information). Items can be 
ordered from the Traidcraft catalogue if you can’t find 
what you are looking for.  

St Stephen’s is a Fairtrade church and as 
such we will be hosting a variety of 
activities during Fairtrade Fortnight. The 
Big Brew and BakeOff are both on 
Saturday 27 February, the All Age 
Worship on Sunday 28 February will have 
a Fairtrade focus as will the Morning 
Worship service on Sunday 13 March.

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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I’m in a Benefice  church, 
but where? 

The angel on the side of the altar 

at St John’s.

Who’s on the Trike? 

Major Viv Prescott 
Forest of Dean Salvation Army

Dates for Your Diaries…  

29 February - 13 March - Fairtrade Fortnight 

Sunday 6 March - Mothering Sunday 

Saturday 9 April - 9.00 am - Churches Together 
 Breakfast at St Stephen’s 

Tuesday 12 April - 7.00 pm -    
 Ladies’ Curry Night at The Curry Leaf 

Saturday 7 May - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm  
 Craft Fayre at St Stephen’s 

Thursday 12 May - 2.00 pm - 3.30 pm -   
 “What is Dying?” at St Stephen’s 

Saturday 21 May - 10.00 am - 12 noon -  
 Churches Together Triangle Event 

Saturday 21 May - 2.00 pm onwards -   
 St John’s Spring Fayre (with cream teas) 

Saturday 18 June - 11.00 am - 1.30 pm -  
 St Ethelbert’s Summer Fayre 

Saturday 25 June - 10.30 am - 2.30 pm -  
 St Stephen’s Summer Fayre

Seen walking 
around the 

Benefice, but 
where? 

The “Globe” on the 

Town Trail on Valley Road.

Where in the world 
is Mike? 

Mike is on a boat on the Sea 

of Galilee.
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  

Peter Meredith - 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Nick Jones - 01594 825902 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 01594 822286 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 
Or find us on Instagram: 

www.instagram.com/ 
cinderfordchurches/ 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham and 

Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the next 
magazine (articles, photographs or 
would like to enquire about placing 

an advert) please contact 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk  

by Tuesday 15 March. 

Comments and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the views  

of the Editors, the PCCs or  
the Vicar of the Benefice.

BoB Day - Saturday 20 February 

On an very windy damp February 
morning the last thing you might want 
to think about is dragging yourself out 
of bed early to go and open up a very 
cold church and start cooking a full 
English breakfast. But that's what I did 
on Saturday 20th February and it 
certainly wasn't a bad thing. Very soon the oven was piping hot, full of 
sausages, bacon and black pudding from Cameron's Butchers, the coffee was 
brewing and the heating was kicking in. 

At 9 o’clock some of the regular Band of Brothers 
gathered and we were able to enjoy our Full English 
breakfast, a chance to put the world to rights, share 
experiences and get to know one another better. 
Throughout the day, people came and went as they 
needed, many cups of coffee were drunk, cakes were 
eaten, table-tennis and 
connect four were 
played, more food was 
eaten and 
conversations flowed. 

After lunch with many 
of us lulling in to a food induced afternoon nap, 
John (see getting to know you!) took advantage of a break in the rain and led 
us on a short, incredibly windy walk around Cinderford to blow the cobwebs 
away and freshen us all up. 

Not surprisingly our numbers swelled slightly in the evening when the 
Vicar's Cottage Pie and Rachel's Chicken Pie made an appearance. It was 
great to share fellowship together over our evening meal before breaking 
open the popcorn and watching a film together. A great day all round and a 
good opportunity to support and encourage one another. 

Our monthly BoB Breakfast is held on the third Saturday of each month and 
all men are very welcome to join us. - Chris Witham 

Talent Show 

An air of anticipation hung over the 

audience gathered in St Stephen’s for the 
Talent Show. We were treated to a mixed 

bag of acts ranging from joke telling to 
dancing to music. 

All of the acts were fantastic and the audience were 

very appreciative of 
their efforts. The night 

concluded with home 
made cakes. 
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