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from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

"I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight 
in your solemn assemblies."  

"Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will 
not listen to the melody of your harps." 

These words, referring to the worship practices of 
'God's people', express some seriously negative 
thoughts about what was going on. Surprisingly perhaps, these are God's 
thoughts on worship offered to him by the Jews a short time before the 
exile of Israel into Assyria in 722BC. God was speaking through the 
prophet Amos (see Amos 5:21-24). God also rejects the offerings of his 
people. So what was God so angry about? Well, the last verse of this 
section tells us clearly: "But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream."  

God doesn't want insincere worship from people who are not living as he 
would want them to, people who are not seeking to bring about justice, 
people who are not treating others fairly. Why? Because justice and 
righteousness in the treatment of other people are the key evidences of a 
right relationship to God. Always have been. Always will be. 

This theme flows through the whole book of Amos, and, indeed, through 
much of the Old Testament. God wants his people to make a difference in 
the world and be an example to those around. But this is not just an Old 
Testament principle. Jesus, in his teaching about judgment through the 
parable of the sheep and goats, says "You that are accursed, depart from 
me ... ...  for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me." When asked about the greatest commandments, Jesus replies 
that the first is to love God with all that we have, and the second is to love 
our neighbours as ourselves. (And we know from the parable of the Good 
Samaritan that when Jesus talks about our neighbours, he isn't just talking 
about those who are near to us and similar to us.) 

How does God judge us and our worship today? Could it be that our 
worship is offensive to God in the way that the worship of the Jews was all 
those years ago?  Well, hopefully not, but we do need to look at the way 
we live our lives in the light of what we believe. We make so many 
decisions every day that impact others around us directly or indirectly, 
and we should seek to make good decisions, decisions that help in some 
small way to bring about justice and righteousness, decisions that help in 
some small way to bring about God's Kingdom. 

Christian Aid week (10-16 May) provides opportunities to give our time 
and money to help others, opportunities to pray for those who are facing 
injustice in different situations around the world. Please give generously, 
through your Christian Aid envelope, through your local Church, or 
directly (online via www.christianaid.org.uk or by calling 020 7523 2225). 
Please consider offering one hour to help with collections (contact Ann 
Ladd on 01594 822735). Thank you. 

God Bless, 

Mike 
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 3 May 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Sun 10  May 
Christian Aid 
Sunday

3.00 pm EP 10.30 am HC 9.30 am CBE 9.00 am HC 
11.00 am MW, JC, WILD 
7.00 pm Healing Service

Sun 17 May 10.30 am JS  
at the URC

9.30 am PE 11.00 am Baptism, JC 
3.00 pm HC

Sun 24 May 3.00 pm HC 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 31 May 10.30 am HC 
JS at the URC

9.30 am PE 9.00 am HC 
11.00 am MW, JC

Sun 7 June 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 11.00 am HC, JC, WILD 
3.00 pm ES

Midweek Service Times

AAHC = All Age Holy Communion; AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening 
Prayer; ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); 
JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; WILD = Youth 
Group (Y7 - Y13).

St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Wed 6 May 10.00 am HC

Wed 13 May 10.00 am CBE 7.30 pm Shalom

Thu 14 May 
Ascension Day

7.30 pm HC

Wed 20 May 10.00 am HC

Wed 27 May 10.00 am HC 7.30 pm Shalom

Fri 29 May 11.00 am 125 yr 
Anniversary Service 

followed by  
Bring & Share lunch

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.
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Our Partner Churches 

Salvation Army Forest of Dean 
01594 823462 
www.salvationarmy.org.uk 
  

Our Lady of Victories RC 
01594 833173 / www.forestrc.co.uk 
  

Forest of Dean Community Church 
07975 994224 / www.fodcc.org 
  

Cinderford Methodist Church 
01594 825662 
www.gloucestershiremethodist. 
org.uk/chSites/Cinderford/ 
  

Cinderford Baptist Church 
01594 822618 
  

Littledean URC 
01452 760271

Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
St Ethelbert’s holds a range of 
service types at 10.30 am each 
Sunday. Services on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month alternate 
between St Ethelbert’s and 
Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
At St John the Evangelist 
regular worship at 9.30 am on 
Sunday mornings is in the 
moderate catholic tradition 
and has a Eucharistic and 
sacramental focus, reflecting 
the Church’s seasons, using mainly traditional hymns. 

St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 
St Michael and All Angels, a 
Chapel of Ease in Soudley village, 
has a similar tradition to St John’s, 
the worship being in the 
moderate catholic tradition. Holy 
Eucharist is celebrated on 
alternate Wednesdays. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
At St Stephen’s there is a 
broad range of worship styles. 
11.00 am Sunday services are 
contemporary in style with 
worship led by a band and 
words displayed on screen. 
Activities for children and young people are always 
provided. Other services are more traditional, using 
the organ or piano. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
Bilson Mission is a tin church, 
originally built in 1880, that hosts 
traditional services on three 
Sunday afternoons each month.

I’m in a Benefice church, 
but where? 

Seen 
walking 
around 

the 
Benefice, 

but 
where? 

Answers can be 
found on  
page 11. 

Where in 
the World…         
is Nick? 

Answer can be 

found on page 11.
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The Littledean Clock Strikes 
Again! 

After a long period of inactivity, the Littledean 
Clock is once again telling time and striking the 
hours. And in case you’re wondering, there 
never was anything wrong with the clock itself at 
all. Indeed, it has been working perfectly; it’s 
just that the hands haven’t been going round 
because a piece of wood around the clock face 
had rotted and jammed them; and that’s 
something you can’t fix from inside the tower. 

So that’s what all the 
scaffolding was for. And 
while the rotten wood 
was being fixed, the 
clock face itself was 
regilded - although still 
with its unique two 
nines - and very fine it 
looks too! 

And having done that, Peter Meredith arranged 
for the clock itself and the electric winding 
mechanism to be serviced and also for the 
extremely complex hammer mechanism to be 
properly adjusted - a far from easy operation 
due to the limited space between the bells. So 
now the hours and the half hour sound loud and 
clear on our tenor bell - which as our regular 
readers know, was superbly returned by The 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry ten years ago. 

And if anyone wants 
to view the clock in 
person, they’d be 
very welcome. It’s 
genuinely a museum 
piece because its 
twin - the only other 
identical clock in the 
world - is already in a 
museum in its home 
country of Germany. The only difference 
between the two is that the Bristol firm which 
imported ours in 1895, took the original 
German nameplate off and stuck their own on 
instead. 

All in a day’s work for a nineteenth century 
clock, though, because in those days clock 
importers did that sort of thing all the time. And 
it certainly hasn’t stopped it - and the bells - 
being well worth a visit. So if you’re interested, 
just give Steve Coleman a ring (01452 831197).

Focus on: Christian Aid 

The annual lunch for 
Christian Aid was held 
at the URC 
Schoolroom in 
Littledean. A variety 
of delicious soups 
were served and there 

were Bring & Buy and Fairtrade stalls. Thank you to 
everyone who supported. £121.30 has been 
forwarded to Christian Aid. 

Christian Aid Week 2015 is almost here and will take 
place 10 May - 16 May. Jesus challenges us to love our 
neighbour and we believe he meant our global 
neighbours too. Our church's prayers, action and 
fundraising this Christian Aid Week can transform 
lives and inspire lasting hope for 
the future. 

This year the spotlight is on 
Ethiopia where people are still 
living in poverty and families 
struggle to feed everyone. 
Mums such as Loko Jarso, who 
four times a week, in a remote 
corner of Ethiopia, makes a 
back-breaking eight hour trip to 
gather wood. It’s a task she 
dreads, but she steels herself to 
do it because if she doesn’t her children will starve. 
She prays to God as she walks, “I ask him to change my 
life and lead us out of this.” Gathering and chopping 
firewood on her own, up a mountain, is a hard and 
dangerous job, but it is her only source of income for 
her family of eight. She receives just £1 for her heavy 
load! Just £5 could give Loko a loan to start her own 
business buying and selling tea and coffee, freeing her 
from her desperate task and allowing her to spend 
more time caring for her family. 

Christian Aid is the single biggest act of Christian 
witness in Britain and Ireland and for thousands of 
churches it's a way of getting out into their local 
communities and answering Jesus' call to help people 
in need. 

Here in Littledean and Cinderford we have answered 
this call for over 20 years. Our churches have the 
familiar red envelopes, Littledean will once again have 
a house to house collection and there will also be the 
annual collection at The County Store (Co-op, 
Dockham Road), Cinderford. 

We do need more collectors on Thursday 14 and 
Friday 15 May. Would you be able to do an hours 
collecting? If so, please contact Ann Ladd (822735). 
Thank you. 
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Russia, so want to enrol people in the army. 
Continue to pray for Ukraine, and for those looking 
to rebuild their lives here. 

Please also pray for the team of volunteers 
working at Centro Luz. This type of work is often 
very stressful, where desperation and frustration 
can lead to tensions amongst both beneficiaries 
and volunteers alike. Please pray for clear role 
definitions, good communication, and for love and 
patience to abound.  

ABC  
The food and clothes bank continue to be a huge 
blessing to the many families who come each 
week/ month. We have also had two more 
volunteers who, having attended the DBS course, 
then offered their help. Pray that they would 
integrate quickly and add further salt and light to 
our endeavours.  

“Therefore, I urge you brothers and sisters, in view 
of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your 
true and proper worship. Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.” Romans 12: 1-2  

Despite the challenges and complexities of todays 
society, we continue to encourage people not to 
allow the structures of the world to dictate what 
they do, but instead to submit their lives to Christ 
and His leading; believing that He who is faithful 
and just will lead them into His “good, pleasing and 
perfect will” for their lives. Let us all be aware that 
the riches and powers of this world are nothing, 
compared with what God has for us if we adopt the 
humble attitude of our Lord Jesus Christ: who 
came with nothing and left with nothing, and now 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. HE is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. We have been made to 
follow Him, and to worship Him for all eternity.  

May God continue to guide and sustain us all, on 
this journey of life. With gratitude for your prayers 
and support,  

 The Yanez Family

Update From the Yanez Family     

Felipe and Sarah (and 
their sons Sam and 
Aaron) are CMS mission 
partners based in Spain. 
They work with refugees 
and migrants in 
Torremolinos. They also 
provide hospitality and a 
resting place in their 

home for mission workers serving in North Africa. 
As winter turns to spring (and we put away the gas 
fire and thermal vests... yes, even in Spain!) we are 
reminded, yet again, that for everything 
in life there is a season. In church we have been 
going through Ecclesiastes. How it resonates with 
the experiences of so many people... the evil seem 
blessed and the righteous struggle; everything 
seems futile; there is no hope. And yet, somehow, 
God remains good and faithful. He is sovereign. We 
may not understand the whys and wherefores, but 
there is a higher purpose. Sometimes all we can do 
is hang on to that truth, and trust that He knows 
what He’s doing.  

El Centro Luz  
Each Tuesday and 
Thursday morning, 
Felipe 
and Antonio (another 
volunteer) go to the 
central Malaga Food 
Bank and wholesale 
market to collect food. 
They arrive at 7am 
when it is very cold (in winter) and everybody is 
sleeping. Having sorted and selected the food 
(much of the fresh produce has passed its best) they 
load the van, return to Centro Luz and then unload 
again. It is a lot of physical effort, but the smiles on 
peoples’ faces when they arrive is a joy. It is also 
wonderful to see some of the families helping 
unload, everybody working together for a common 
purpose. For many people it is such a relief, as this 
food is essential to help them get to the end of the 
month. Felipe also has time to share with the 
menfolk, who really enjoy their conversations with 
him.  

In recent months, the Ukraine-Russia conflict 
within the areas of Donetsk and Luhansk has 
brought more migrants to Spain, many of whom 
have left behind jobs, families and friends. Those 
attending Centro Luz report that the Ukrainian 
government doesn’t want people to leave the 
country, as they are preparing for a long war with  
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Activity and Event Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St Stephen’s Vicarage

Sat 2 May 9.30 am Parish 
Prayer Meeting

10.00 am - 1.00 pm  
Craft Fayre

Wed 6 May 7.00 pm people@prayer 
8.00 pm Bible Study

Fri 8 May 11.00 am 70 yr Anniversary 
of VE Day (service in Triangle)

Sat 9 May 11.00 am - 4.00 pm 
Vicarage Open Day

Sun 10 - Sat 16 Christian Aid Week - Collections around the Benefice

Wed 13 May 2.30 pm  
Bible Study

Sat 16 May 9.00 am - 10.00 am 
BoB Breakfast

Sun 17 May 7.00 pm WILDER

Wed 20 May 7.00 pm people@prayer 
8.00 pm Bible Study

Sun 24 May 1.00 pm Fellowship Lunch

Wed 27 May 2.30 pm 
Fellowship 

Meeting

Fri 29 May 11.00 am Anniversary Service 
12 noon Bring & Share Lunch

Sat 6 June 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Summer Fayre

Weekly Activities

Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (during term time only, not 1st Tuesday of month) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
4.30 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), St Stephen’s Church (during term time only) 
 Craft and activity club for primary school children 
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (during term time only) 
 Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (during term time only) 
 Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities
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Mike's question: 

On Good Friday morning I spoke about a verse from Luke 23 that was of slightly questionable 
origin as it was not included in some early copies of the Gospel text. What verse was it?  

Bonus question: What two chapters in the Gospels contain whole passages with some 
questions about their origins? 

To think about: How should we respond to such verses or passages? 

Mike's challenge: 

Work out, look up or ask me, who wrote the books of the New Testament and then learn them! 
(This really isn't that hard, but may be interesting!) When you are ready, let me know and we can 
chat it through. (Don't worry about Hebrews - we don't really know who wrote Hebrews!) 

Answers will be in next month’s “News & Views” but please do discuss with Mike in the 
meantime if you have the answers or further thoughts! 

Mike's 5-a-day: 

Try to spend 5 minutes each day through the month reading your Bible! If you are not sure 
where to start, try Mark's Gospel or John's Gospel. Let me know how you get on.

Mothers’ Union Lady 
Day Service 

On Wednesday 25 March 
we hosted the Deanery Lady 
Day Service at St Stephen’s 
Church, which included Holy 
Communion led by Mike, our 
Vicar. We were pleased to 
welcome friends and 
Mothers’ Union members 
from the Drybrook, 
Lydbrook and Ruardean 
Branch. Kate Gale, Deanery 
Leader, thanked everyone 
for attending and stated that 

the collection would be 
donated to the Mothers’ 
Union Emergency Relief 
Fund. Afterwards, afternoon 
tea was served by our 
Branch Committee. A pot 
plant and card were sent to 
Sheila Llewellyn thanking her 
for her long and dedicated 
service as a member and 
Branch Secretary. Although 
she has resigned as 
secretary she will continue 
to be a very much valued 
member of our branch.  

On Friday 24 April, our 
Deanery will be leading the 
Midday prayers at 
Gloucester Cathedral and on 
Wednesday 6 May we will be 
attending the Festival 
service at the Cathedral at 
11.00 am with the Mothers’ 
Union Worldwide President, 
Lynne Tembey. 

Our next branch meeting is 
on Tuesday 5 May at 2.00 pm 
in the Baptist Chapel 
Schoolroom for a ‘Keep Fit’ 
display. Everyone welcome.

Parliamentary Hustings 

On behalf of  Churches 
Together in Cinderford, St 
Stephen's were pleased to 
host a parliamentary hustings 
on Thursday 16 April. The 
event was well attended by a 
good cross section of people 
from Cinderford and around 
the forest. All five 
parliamentary candidates were on a panel 
that responded to questions on a range of 
local and national issues, perhaps the most 
controversial being support for HOOF, 

fracking and nuclear 
power.  

The full proceedings 
were recorded by 
Triangle FM and 
broadcast again on 
Sunday 19 April, 
they are available 
via podcast from 
their website at 

www.triangleradio.co.uk. A big thank you to 
the team from Triangle Radio who helpfully 
brought along their sound equipment to help 
make the evening run smoothly! 

http://triangleradio.co.uk
http://triangleradio.co.uk
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Lectionary 

3 May 2015 (Easter 5) 
Acts 8:26-end        Psalm 22:25-end 
1 John 4:7-end      John 15:1-8 

10 May 2015 (Easter 6) 
Acts 10:44-end Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6 John 15:9-17 

Thu 14 May (Ascension Day) 
Acts 1:1-11 Psalm 47 
Eph. 1:15-end  Luke 24:44-end 

17 May 2015 (Easter 7) 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-end     Psalm 1 
1 John 5:9-13       John 17:6-19 

24 May 2015 (Pentecost) 
Acts 2:1-21   Psalm 104:26-36, 37b 
Romans 8:22-27  
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

31 May 2015 (Trinity Sunday) 
Isaiah 6:1-8 Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17 John 3:1-17 

7 June 2015 (Trinity 1) 
Genesis 3:8-15 Psalm 130 
2 Cor. 4:13 - 5:1 Mark 3:20-end 

Bilson News 

We were pleased to welcome 
Richard Blagg to lead our Easter 
Day service. Jackie, who plays on 
the first Sunday of the month, 
provided some musical 
accompaniment. We were also glad 
to see both well known folk and one 
newcomer who has recently moved 
into the area. 

Please give thanks for International 
Nurses’ Day on 12 May. Please pray 
for nurses working for the Leprosy 
Mission especially in the hospital at 
Anandaban in Nepal. Remember too 
those in this country who work in 
hospitals, hospices and as district 
nurses. 

Christian Aid envelopes will be 
available for our service on 10 May. 

Plants will soon be available from 
Lynne Chaundy to raise funds for 
Bilson.  

Getting to Know You … with Sian Barnsley 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? Fig & Walnut! 
First job?  Supervisor at Crazy Maisie’s 
Bouncy Castle Fun Station 
Favourite colour? I love all colours! 
Favourite film? The Englishman Who 
Went Up a Hill and Came Down a 
Mountain 
Favourite flower or tree? Sunflower 
Favourite actor/actress? Julie Walters 

What would your superpower be? Healing.  
Favourite season? Autumn (because of the colours!)  
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? Squirrel, I 
love their tails! 
What would be your ideal holiday? Cottage by the sea 
Favourite food & drink? Curry and as a special treat a pina colada 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be?        
Fiat 500 in Duck Egg blue 
Favourite Book? Anything about Smith Wigglesworth 
If you could choose your own first name: what would it be & why?   
Sian ‘cos that’s me! 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village 
Favourite item of clothing?  Burgundy dress that Mike bought me 
First car (and did it have a name)? I’ve never owned a car, unless 
you count Mike’s MINI! 
What was your best holiday? Honeymoon touring Ireland on the 
Harley. 
Favourite hymn or church song? Amazing Grace 
What is your earliest memory? Having a ride in my dad’s 
wheelbarrow. 
Which living person do you most admire? Di Martin, because of 
the difference she makes in people’s lives. 
Most embarrassing moment? I once tucked the back of my dress 
into my tights (after visiting the loo) when we had people for 
tea at The Vicarage. Thankfully not the Bishop. (You know who 
you are, bless you for never mentioning it!) 
Favourite Church building? St Ethelbert’s 
Most treasured possession? A tie between a photo of my son Dai 
when he was little (and I could still pick him up) and one of Mike 
and I laughing together on our wedding day. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? I would 
quite like to have been a suffragette. 
Where would you most like to be right now? Here 
Best job you have ever had? Community Artist (ask me about 
what that means) 
Worst job you’ve done? Waitressing in a friend’s restaurant. I was 
sacked after less than a month, but we are still good friends! 
When were you happiest? When I asked Jesus into my life, 
August 28 1994 - LUSH! 
Favourite TV programme? Frasier 
Favourite joke? I have 4 jokes which I think are hilarious, but the 
Vic disagrees - cheek! (Ask me!)
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Palm Sunday Procession 

Members of the three Parishes within the 
Benefice of Cinderford and Littledean – St 
Stephen’s, St John’s and St Ethelbert’s gathered in 
the Triangle in Cinderford on a wet and windy day 
for the Palm Sunday procession to St Stephen’s 
Church. 
The service began simultaneously in The Triangle 
and at St Stephen’s. The congregation from the 
Triangle then processed to St Stephen’s Church 
singing ‘Majesty, Worship His Majesty’ where 
everyone joined together for the service that 
included the dramatic narration of the Passion of 
Christ and Holy Communion. After the service 
refreshments were served, consisting of hot cross 
buns, kindly donated by Clive, alongside Fairtrade 
filter coffee and a range of Fairtrade teas. 

125 Year Anniversary - Fri 29 May 

St Stephen’s celebrates 125 years since the church 
was consecrated on Friday 29 May. There will be a 
special service at 11.00 am followed by a Bring 
and Share lunch. The church will be decorated 
with photographs and items from events, such as 
weddings and baptisms, through the years. 

If you have any photographs, press cuttings or 
memorabilia that you would like to be included 
please let Rachel Witham (719438) or Sheila 
Llewellyn (822394) know by Friday 22 May. 

Spring Craft Fayre - Sat 2 May 

On Saturday 2 May from 10.00 am until 1.00 pm, 
St Stephen’s will be holding a Craft Fayre. Light 
lunches, teas/coffees and cakes will be served and 

there are a wonderful variety of local artisans 
booked with a range of beautiful creations 
including pottery, paintings, photography, jewellery, 
handmade cards, mosaics, handcrafted glass beads, 

wooden candle holders, crafts and ornaments 
along with a variety of gifts, buttons, memory 
books, beaded bookmarks, hand stitched items and 

much more! There will also be an area for children 
and young people to make their own crafts. 

Entry to the event is free, please come along and 

support these very talented local craftspeople, it is 
an excellent opportunity to purchase some unique 
gifts or beautiful items for your own home! 

For more information please contact Rachel 

Witham (719438 or mrswitham@gmail.com). 

Summer Fayre - Sat 6 June 

St Stephen’s Summer Fayre will take place on 
Saturday 6 June, from 10.30 am until 2.30 pm, 
with a variety of stalls alongside a BBQ, cream 
teas and cakes to enjoy. 
If you have anything you would like to donate, 
please contact Rachel Witham (719438 or 
mrswitham@gmail.com). 

St Ethelbert’s Fayre will be Saturday 27 June.

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
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Traidcraft’s Organic 
Orange Marmalade 
contains Fairtrade 
organic sugar from 
Otis Sugar Mill in 
Paraguay. Salvador 
Delgadillo Rotela is 
one of the earliest 
farming members of 
this co-op, and 
currently the 
president. Salvador 
and his family have 
farmed in this area 
for as long as he can 
remember, and he 

still lives in what was his grandfather's home. 
He has 4.5 hectares of land and has hired a 
half-hectare to grow sugar cane. 

The farmers are paid by the bundles of sugar 
cane they sell to Otisa. At harvest time, they 
bring the bundles by ox-cart to a central point 
where they help each other to load the bundles 
onto a truck hired from Otisa. Sometimes they 
may hire other workers to help. 

"It's back-breaking work so some of the 
premium is being used to buy one hectare of 
land on which they plan to build a mechanical 
'crane' to load the bundles onto the trucks. It 
will also provide a meeting point for farmers 
with their crop. Farmers will make a small 
payment to use of these facilities but they will 
be available to everyone in the area - not just 
the co-op members.” 

The only source of fresh water for him and his 
neighbours is a spring 500m from his home. 
The farmers want to use some of the Fairtrade 
premium to supplement a hoped-for grant 
from the regional government, to dig a deep 
well to provide running water for the whole 
community. This well will probably be in the 
same area as the crane. And finally, they want 
to build a transformer to bring electricity to 

Fairtrade Focus 

Fairtrade Jaffa Cup 
Cakes Recipe 
Ingredients 
100g self raising 
flour 
100g soft butter or margarine 
100g golden caster sugar * 
50g ground almonds 
2 eggs 
1/2 tsp almond extract 
Grated rind of 1 orange 
12 tsp orange marmalade * 
100g dark chocolate, melted * 

(All starred ingredients are Traidcraft products 
available at the Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s) 
Method 
1. Preheat oven 170oC / Gas Mark 3 
2. Line a 12 hold muffin tin with cup cake cases 
3. Put the first seven ingredients into a mixing 

bowl and beat until smooth. Divide equally 
between the cup cake cases. 

4. Bake on the middle shelf for 15 - 20 minutes 
until risen and golden. Allow to cool in the 
tin for 10 minutes then remove from the tin 
and cool completely on a rack. 

5. Scoop out a teaspoonful of cake from the 
middle of each one and fill with a teaspoon 
of marmalade. 

6. Cover each cake with a spoonful of melted 
chocolate and allow to 
cool and set. 

7. Enjoy! 

(More recipes like this can be 
found in Traidcraft’s book 
Bake a Difference recipe 
book, available to order at 
St Stephen’s Fairtrade stall)

VE Day 70 year Anniversary - Friday 8 May 

Friday 8 May, 2015 marks 70 years since VE Day and the end of World War 2 in Europe. The 

Cinderford Branch of the Royal British Legion have decided to commemorate the event with a 

simple wreath laying service. This will take place on Friday 8 May at 11.00 am at the War 

Memorial in the Triangle. All are welcome to come and join in remembering the sacrifice given 

by so many and the bravery of all those involved.
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Who’s on the Trike? 

Tim Fretter 
Manager  

Forest Voluntary Action Forum (FVAF) 
Thanks to Tim for printing the magazine!

Seen walking around 
the Benefice, but 

where? 

At junction of High St and 
Wesley Rd, Cinderford. 
Inscription reads: This road 

for the distance of 670 yards 
was made at the expense of 
the Crown for the benefit of 

the inhabitants and district.

Answers from April’s Question: 

Where other than Exodus 20 can you find 
the 10 Commandments? Deuteronomy 5. 

The bonus question was: What are the 2 
main differences between the Biblical lists 
of the 10 commandments? If you look at the 
two accounts you will probably see the 
main differences, if you are struggling, 
please see Mike! 

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
5 April, St Stephen’s 
 Thomas Stephen Howard 
19 April, St Stephen’s 
 Grace Nicholls 
Funerals 
21 April, Forest of Dean Crematorium 
 David Preston Stewart 

Where in the 
World … is 
Nick? 

Lord Hill’s Column, 

Shrewsbury 

I’m in a Benefice 
church, but where? 

Part of the Oak Screen at St John’s. This beautiful 

screen was carved by John Berridge Horlick (a local 
craftsman) and placed in the church in July 1913
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  

Peter Meredith  
- 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Sheila Cole - 01594 825301 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 01594 822286 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-
churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham 

and Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the 
magazine (articles, photographs 

or would like to enquire about 
placing an advert) please contact 

magazine@cinderford-
churches.co.uk by Fri 15 May. 

Comments and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the views 

of the Editors, the PCC ’s or the 
Vicar of the Benefice. 

Holy Week 

A number of people from across the Benefice attended the Eucharist 
Services at St John’s on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  
Maundy Thursday 
The Maundy Thursday service was held at St Stephen’s and was well 
attended. As people arrived, Mike and Sian washed their feet. The 
service itself was led by Mike with people from across the Benefice 
reading. Chris Witham read a homily that left one with some very 
thought provoking questions. The Agape meal consisted of pitta 
bread with meat, cheese and herbs and a glass of wine which was 
relaxed and friendly. The service continued with the Eucharist (using 
the pitta bread and wine from the meal) and at the end of the service, 
while Peter Poole read Psalm 88 the Lord’s Table was stripped. After 
the service, a number of the congregation went to St John’s where 
the Altar there was stripped, again with the Psalm being read, this was 
followed by a vigil. 
Good Friday 
On Good Friday (April 
3), 90 members of the 
various churches in 
Cinderford gathered 
in the Triangle for the 
Good Friday Walk of 
Witness. The service 
started with the singing of ‘There is a Green Hill Far Away,’ followed 
by appropriate readings and prayers. The procession moved off uphill 
to the Co-op following a large Cross, which was carried by members 
of the Methodist Church, with music from the Salvation Army band. 
There were readings and hymns at the Co-op and the walk ended at 
the Methodist Church for refreshments. 
The service of the ‘Last Hour’ was held at St John’s church, the 
reflective service followed the seven things Jesus said from the Cross 
with readings, short thoughts and time for meditation. 
The events of Good Friday concluded with the Veneration of the 
Cross at St John’s church.  The service concluded with intercessions 
and communion from already consecrated bread and wine.   

Easter Sunday 

Many people attended Easter Sunday services around 
the Benefice, all the churches were beautifully 
decorated with flowers. At St John’s there was also an 
Easter garden and a cross made from the church’s 
Christmas Tree. The service was felt to be uplifting and 
joyful, fitting for an Easter morning. Afterwards there 
was time for fellowship and refreshments. 
At Stephen’s, the service included a baptism, family 
Communion, an Easter egg hunt (for Fairtrade chocolate eggs) and an 
Easter garden competition! Streamers and flags were used during 

several of the songs, which reflected the general 
excitement of the service. Many of the congregation 
stayed after the service to share fellowship, 
Fairtrade refreshments and a chance to celebrate 
with Tom Howard after his baptism.  
At St Ethelbert’s the service was a joint service that 
was well attended and led by Canon Ivor Davis.
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