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Who’s on the Trike? 

NEWS & VIEWS 
from the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean 

Vicar’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

My Dad died on Sunday 27 September. 
I was leading a service, when I received a message that 
Dad was struggling and we should get there as quickly 
as possible. He had been in a nursing home for two 
weeks, but we weren't expecting him to be so poorly so 
soon. When I got back to the Vicarage, Dad had just 
passed away. It was a shock that everything had happened so quickly. We 
went up anyway. I spent some time with Dad and the rest of the day with 
family. We had a good day with meaningful, deep and sometimes sad 
conversations interspersed with playing 'hide and seek' with my 
grandson Matty. 
It's  been a strange time. Dad's birthday was 5 October, he would have 
been 87. On 6 October my daughter Sarah was in hospital giving birth to 
Heidi. On 7 October it was Dad's funeral. The Minister, Cleopas, led a 
short committal service at the Crematorium and I led a thanksgiving 
service in Church. We had a wake afterwards and then Sian and I went to 
meet Heidi. An odd day with all kinds of feelings and emotions. 
I regularly talk with funeral directors and families about funerals, but it 
was odd talking to funeral directors about Dad's funeral, it was odd 
talking to the Minister about Dad, it was odd planning Dad's service, it 
was odd discussing Dad's eulogy. All went well though. It was good to 
meet with cousins that I hadn't seen for ages, friends of Dad's from years 
ago and members from the Church that I knew from my childhood. 
Although it all seemed odd, in many ways it wasn't really. We are all 
members of families and communities where people die. Nothing could 
be more natural. We gather together at such times to remember those 
we have loved and lost, to give thanks for them, and to entrust them into 
God's care. These are always emotional occasions, there will always be a 
mixture of feelings, there will always be good conversations, good stories 
and good memories. It is not uncommon for death to be closely followed 
or preceded by birth. This is the order of things. Life goes on. 
One of the things that Cleopas said at the Crematorium, as he sought to 
bring comfort, was that we don't talk about death enough. That's true. It's 
something of a taboo subject. It's as though we think that if we don't talk 
about it, it's less likely to happen. I think we should try to talk about 
death, dying, bereavement, funerals and life beyond this life more openly, 
more frequently and more naturally. 
To help encourage this, we will be hosting “What is Dying?” at St 
Stephen's on Thursday 19 November from 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm. We will 
have tea, coffee, cakes, conversation and possibly some questions and 
answers. You don't have to join in, but hopefully we can talk together and 
share some thoughts and feelings. We don't promise to have all the 
answers, but it's always good to talk. I hope to see you there. 
If you are struggling with bereavement or would simply like to remember 
someone you have loved and lost, please join us at our All Souls service at 
St John's at 6.00pm on Sunday 1 November. 
God Bless,  Mike
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Sunday Service Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Stephen’s

Sun 1 Nov 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 
6.00 pm All 

Souls’ Service

11.00 am HC, JC, WILD

Sun 8 Nov 3.00 pm RS 10.30 am AoR 
(Memorial) 

10.50 am RS

2.30 pm AoR 
(Soudley 

Memorial)

9.30 am RS (HC) 
11.00 am AoR (Triangle)

Sun 15 Nov 10.30 am Covenant 
Service @ URC

9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW, JC 
3.00 pm HC

Sun 22 Nov 3.00 pm EP 10.30 am MP 9.30 am PE 11.00 am AAW

Sun 29 Nov 10.30 am JS (HC) @ URC 9.30 am PE 11.00 am MW (Youth led), JC

Sun 6 Dec 3.00 pm FS 10.30 am FS 9.30 am PE 
4.00 pm 

Advent Carols

11.00 am HC, JC, WILD

Midweek Service Times

AAW = All Age Worship; AoR = Act of Remembrance; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; 
ES = Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to Y6); JS = 
Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; RS = Remembrance 
Service; WILD = Youth Group.(Y7 - Y13).

St Ethelbert’s St John’s St Michael’s St Stephen’s

Wed 4 Nov 10.00 am CBE

Wed 11 Nov 10.00 am CBE 7.30 pm Shalom

Wed 18 Nov 10.00 am HC

Wed 25 Nov 10.00 am CBE 7.30 pm Shalom

CBE = Communion by Extension; HC = Holy Communion.
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Our Churches 

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL 
St Eth’s hold a range of services at 10.30 am 
each Sunday. On the 3rd Sunday of each 
month the service alternates between St 
Ethelbert’s and Littledean URC. 

St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX 
Regular worship at 9.30 am on Sunday 
mornings is in the moderate catholic 
tradition and has a Eucharistic and 
sacramental focus. 
St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA 

A Chapel of Ease in Soudley village with a 
similar tradition to St John’s. Eucharist is 
celebrated on alternate Wednesdays at 
10.00 am. 

St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA 
Different worship styles at 11.00 
am and 3.00 pm Sunday services. 
11.00 am services reflect an 
evangelical tradition with a 
worship band and children’s and 
youth activities; 3.00 pm services 
are traditional (BCP) with organ. 

Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ 
A tin church, originally built in 1880, 
hosting traditional services on three 
Sunday 

I’m in a Benefice church, but 
where?  

Our Partner 
Churches 

Salvation Army  
Forest of Dean 

01594 823462 

  

Our Lady of Victories RC 
01594 833173 

www.forestrc.co.uk 

  

Forest of Dean Community 
Church 

07975 994224 
www.fodcc.org 

Cinderford Methodist 
Church 

01594 825662 

  

Cinderford Baptist Church 
01594 822618 

  

Littledean URC 
01452 760271

From the Registers 

Weddings 
24 October    Shane Turner & Anne-Marie Smith St Stephen’s 

Funerals 
1 October  Phyllis Lorentz   St Ethelbert’s 
13 October  Margaret Still   Forest of Dean Crematorium 
15 October  David Smale   Forest of Dean Crematorium 
23 October  Victor Jones   Forest of Dean Crematorium 
27 October  Renee Nelmes   Forest of Dean Crematorium

Seen walking around the 
Benefice, but where? 

Answers can be found on page 11.
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Mothers’ Union Report 

October is the month when we hold our annual 

deanery coffee morning here at St Stephen’s. We 
began with Communion conducted by Rev Helen 

Rodwell followed by coffee, bring & buy and then 
light lunches. We welcomed members from the 

Lydbrook, Drybrook and Ruardean branch and 
also Redbrook. A big thank you to all who 

supported us, £250 was raised for Mothers’ Union 
work overseas.  

On Friday 30 October, we are holding a cake sale 
during the usual coffee morning, 10.00 am - 11.30 

am. Please come along and join us. The proceeds 
from this event go towards to MU Wheels Appeal. 

This will help people both here in the UK and 
abroad who are refugees, survivors of abuse or 

living in poverty by reaching out to them. 

The next MU meeting is on Tuesday 3 November 

at 2.00 pm when members are asked to bring a 
piece of china that is their favourite or they find 

interesting in some way. All are welcome! 

The Mothers’ Union Advent Carol Service is on 

Monday 7 December at Holy Trinity, Drybrook 
with Rev Robin Mann as the speaker. The service 

starts at 2.00 pm. This is open to everyone! 

For more information on any 

of the above, or on the work of 
Mothers’ Union please contact 

the Branch Leader for 
Cinderford and Littledean, 

Sheila Moore (823055). 

Volunteer Request 

Great Oaks Hospice are looking 
for volunteers to help in their 
Cinderford shop. If you think you 
may be able to help, please 

contact Sheila Evans on 516799. 

In Memory of Phyllis 

On October 1, Littledean said goodbye to Phyllis 
Lorentz. She had been part of St Ethelbert's  Church 
since she was born almost 96 years ago. Her life 
revolved around church as her parents’ had before her. 
She was a Sunday School teacher and played the church 
organ from the age of 15 until after her 80th birthday. 
We will miss her as she was a central part of church life . 
We picture  her sitting in the back pew which was her 
family pew in bygone days (she did occasionally move 
nearer the front especially when we were few in 
numbers ). 

She was very interested in people and loved a chat. She 
helped many people especially elderly neighbours. In 
the last few months when she was no longer able to 
attend church, she always wanted to know who was in 
church and how everyone was. 

Looking her best was always important to Phyllis. Even 
when she was in Lydney Hospital her outfits were still 
'Colour Coordinated'. 

She was fiercely independent and was very blessed to 
live at home and care for herself until quite recently. I 
must admit that she had difficulty in accepting help from 
the carers as she felt that she could do it herself as she 
had done so all her long life. 

Well done Phyllis, Good and Faithful Servant. We will all 
miss you at St Ethelbert’s. 

- Ann Ladd 
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Congratulations! 

On a beautiful sunny day 
in September, around 30 
people from the 
Benefice headed to 
Gloucester Cathedral 
for the Reader Licensing 
service. It was wonderful 
to join with so many 
others in celebrating 
with Eunice Wilson and 
Linda Blagg as they 
begin their ministry as 
Licensed Readers.  

Many congratulations to 
them both and well done 
for all the hard work over 
the last three years at 
college! 

Here they are pictured 
with the new Bishop of 
Gloucester, Rachel 
Treweek. 

Poppy Appeal 
Concert 

On Friday 6 November at 7.30 pm, St Stephen's 

Church will be hosting a “Poppy Appeal Concert.” All 

money raised will go straight to the Royal British 

Legion. The Cinderford Town Band along with the 

Forest of Dean Male Voice Choir will be performing 

and tickets are £5 each, available on the door. 

Refreshments will be served 

during the interval. 

Please do come along, enjoy 

the wonderful music and 

support the Royal British 

Legion! 

Please pray for: 

• Bishop Rachel and Bishop Martyn 
• those in training for lay and ordained ministry (Anthea, 

Chris and Richard) 
• Eunice and Linda, newly licensed readers 
• Jim and Adalia Fisher (in the Philippines) 
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain) and their 

sons Sam and Aaron 
• Cinderford Street Pastors 
• those who have recently been bereaved 
• Shane and Anne-Marie, recently married 
• anyone who is unwell 
• others around the Benefice who need prayer 
• children, young people and leaders 
• comfort for those remembering lost loved ones 
• peace for those with loved ones serving in areas of 

conflict today 
• all those who have served and are currently serving in our 

armed forces 
• all affected by the crises in the Middle East and North 

Africa, including all displaced persons 
• all those around the world facing persecution, 

homelessness or hunger 
• all involved in packing, checking and transporting 

Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts
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Activity and Event Times

Bilson St Ethelbert’s St Stephen’s Vicarage / Other

Tue 3 Nov 2.00 pm Mother’s Union

Wed 4 Nov 7.00 pm people@prayer 
8.00 pm Bible Study

Fri 6 Nov 7.30 pm Poppy Appeal 
Concert

Sat 7 Nov 9.30 am Prayer

Sat 14 Nov 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Christmas Fayre

Wed 18 Nov 7.00 pm people@prayer 
8.00 pm Bible Study

Thu 19 Nov 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm  
“What is Dying?”

Sat 21 Nov 9.00 am - 10.00 am  
BoB Breakfast

Sun 22 Nov 1.00 pm Fellowship Lunch

Wed 25 Nov 2.30 pm 
Fellowship 

Meeting

Sat 28 Nov 11.00 am - 1.30 pm 
Christmas Market

Thu 3 Dec 6.00 pm - 9.00 pm 
Ladies’ Christmas Evening

Weekly Activities 

Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church  (not on the first Monday of the month) 
 - Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am) 
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road  
 - Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners 
 2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (term time only) 
 - Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship 
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church 
 - Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee 
 5.00 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), Bilson Mission Schoolroom (Please note change of venue) 
 - Craft and activity club for primary school children (term time only) 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Vicarage (term time only) 
 - Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities 
 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (term time only - not on Fri 6 Nov) 
 - Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities 
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Mike’s Challenge:  
Read through the 
book of Hebrews (in 
one sitting if possible). 
Make a list of 
everything that Jesus 
is compared to. How 
many can you find? 

Mike’s Question:  
An acrostic poem is a 
poem where certain 
letters, usually the first 
letters of each verse or 
line, have a particular 
meaning. An 
alphabetic acrostic 
poem has the first 
letters of verses or 
lines starting with the 
different letters of the 
alphabet. There are 
several alphabetic 
acrostic poems in the 
Old Testament. How 
many can you find? 
Why do you think the 
alphabetic acrostic 
poem was used by OT 
writers? 

Answers will be in 
next month’s “News & 
Views” but please do 
discuss with Mike in 
the meantime! 

Mike’s 5 - A - Day:  
Try to think of five 
different things about 
yourself that you 
would like to change. 
Each day for a month, 
ask God to help you. 
Let me know how you 
get on. 

Answers to last 
month’s ?’s:  
The shortest book in 
the New Testament is 
generally agreed to be 
3 John, but there can 
be different answers 
depending on whether 
the count is of verses, 
Greek words or 
English words. 

The shortest book in 
the Old Testament is 
Obadiah.

SHINE 2015 – Connections 

I walked in to the church after a busy and 
tiring week. And immediately felt as 
though I had walked into another world. 
Well not quite but as I entered I was 
warmly greeted with a smile, given a hug 
and asked how I was. The atmosphere was 
both warm and inviting. There were refreshments already set out and music playing. I could feel the 
anticipation in the air, like this was going to be an exciting evening. 

As the church started to fill up the atmosphere became more expectant. Now I knew we were in for a 
good time!  

The whole conference seemed to flow effortlessly from one part to the next. With worship flowing in to 
talking, flowing in to music, flowing in to laughing, flowing into chatting, flowing into eating, flowing in to 
crafting – you get the idea. 

Saturdays are precious. Why give up a whole one to spend time in church?  

The conference has given us time to talk 
on a deeper level than we usually do (and 
you know how women love to talk). Time 
to connect with each other a little better, 
understand ourselves a little better and 
the time to connect with our Father God 
in a real and personal way.  

There were four sessions: connecting 
with God, connecting with each other, connecting with our community and connecting with the lost. 
Each session allowed time and space to reflect on a personal level after the worship, prayers and talk 
had finished, in the prayer zones. Also we had the opportunity to respond, in our hearts or with prayer 
ministry.  

These times that are set aside to focus our thoughts on what our Christian faith means to us, are not 
just a means of connecting in a more meaningful way with our ‘sisters’. They are also an invaluable 
source of refreshment and encouragement – an oasis, if you will, in an all too busy life.  

For me, I know that over the next weeks and months I will keep remembering little bits of what was said. 
Or I’ll look again at and meditate on the Bible references used. In short this is definitely one of the 
highlights of my year! 

Looking forward to next year already! - Susie Nicklin 

‘A spoonful of sugar’ - the day was filled with love, 
fellowship, sharing and above all … Inspiration. 
strength and comfort. - Maureen Wheeler 

Amazing. I felt touched by God and could feel the 
Holy Spirit at work among us. I can't wait for next 
year. - Karen Jones 

Well organised and well presented. Looking forward 
to next year! - Nicola Hyett 

Revitalising, empowering and joyful fellowship, worship, Bible study and prayer. - Ellen Baker 

A thoughtful and uplifting time with good company and fellowship. Not to forget the good food 
provided. - Anne Holliday 

Uplifting! - Nikola Poole 

We are: Porcupines, keeping others at a distance; but happy porcupines put 
down their spines and dance; 1 cross + 3 nails = 4giveness. - Pat Allen 

Yet another inspiring, fulfilling two days. - Ann Ladd 

It was so good to see the ladies from different churches all working together.  
The singing was superb and very moving.  The speakers were excellent too. Can't 
wait for the next Shine conference. - Gay Neep 

Spiritual, sensational and it connected all of us to the power of the Holy Spirit. - 
Di Martin 

A truly thought provoking conference. Connecting with each other and our 
Heavenly Father. - Eve Smith 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Lectionary 

1 November 2015 (All Saints’ Day) 
Isaiah 25:6-9   Psalm 24:1-6 
Revelation 21:1-6a  John 11:32-44 
1 November 2015 (All Souls’) 
Lamentations 3:17-26, 31-33 Psalm 23 
1 Peter 1:3-9   John 6:37-40 
8 November 2015 (Remembrance Sunday) 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10  Psalm 62:5-end 
Hebrews 9:24-end  Mark 1:14-20 
15 November 2015 (2nd Sunday before Advent) 
Daniel 12:1-3   Psalm 16 
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25 Mark 13:1-8 
22 November 2015 (Christ the King) 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14  Psalm 93 
Revelation 1:4b-8  John 18:33-37 
29 November 2015 (Advent 1) 
Jeremiah 33:14-16  Psalm 25:1-9 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-end Luke 21:25-36 
6 December 2015 (Advent 2) 
Malachi 3:1-4   Benedictus 
Philippians 1:3-11  Luke 3:1-6

Getting to Know You … with Chris Taylor 

Favourite ice-cream flavour? 
Carte D’or Vanilla 
First job?  Apprentice with 
firm making public address 
equipment. 
Favourite colour? Crimson. 
Favourite film? Tootsie. 
Favourite actor/actress? 
Dustin Hoffman & Judy 
Dench.  
Favourite season? All of them. 
Favourite flower or tree? 
Willow. 
If you could be any animal, 
what would you be and why? 

Brown bear. Nobody messes with a brown bear! 
Favourite Book?  Lord of the Rings. 
What would be your ideal holiday? Touring Yorkshire Dales. 
Favourite food & drink? Calves liver & single malt whiskey (not 
necessarily in that order).    
Which four people (dead or alive) would you invite to a dinner 
party? Renoir, Brahms, Samuel Langhorn Clemens and Lesley 
Garret. 
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village. 
What was your best holiday? Boat on Thames. 
Favourite hymn or church song? How Great Thou Art. 
What is your earliest memory? Riding in a three wheel van, 
old type with motorcycle front wheel and suspension. 
Which living person do you most admire? Anthony Hopkins. 
Where would you most like to be right now? On a narrow 
boat, cruising. 
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? 
17 December, 1903; Wright brothers first flight. 
First car (and did it have a name)? Austin A35, no name. 
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? 
Aston Martin DB4. 
Best job you have ever had? Telephone network consultant. 
Worst job you’ve done? Working in a clothes warehouse. 
When were you happiest? When I got married. 
Favourite TV programme? M.A.S.H. 
Favourite joke? Too long to print, you’ll have to ask Chris! 
Favourite Church building? Ely Cathedral. 
Favourite item of clothing? Genuine fedora. 
Are you a cat person or a dog person? A human being 
person! 
Favourite place to go shopping? Large model shop. 
Favourite family memory? Birth of my children. 
Most treasured possession? Family. 
What do you owe your parents? Life values! 
What keeps you awake at night? Lack of sleep. 
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be 
and why? Chris is fine!
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Bilson News 

There will be no Bible Study at Bilson now until next 
Spring, fellowship meetings will continue (weather 
permitting) with November’s meeting on Wednesday 
25 November at 2.30 pm. December’s meeting (19 
December) will see us decorating the church ready for 
Christmas. 

Well done and thank you to ALL who helped with this 
year’s shoebox collection, especially to Doreen Young 
for covering them beforehand. What an interesting 
afternoon we had. They were collected at the 
beginning of the month. 

Benefice All Souls’ Service - Sun 1 Nov 

Held at 6.00 pm in St John’s Church (on Sunday 1 
November). This is the time of year when the church 
especially remembers those who have died, and when 
we seek God’s comfort and help in living after the death 
of those whom we have loved and lost. During the 
service, there will be an opportunity to recall the names 
of those who we wish to remember, and for the lighting 
of a candle in their memory and as a prayer for ourselves. 
Please contact Mike Barnsley, the vicar, (822286) for 
more information or to submit a name.

Harvest around the Benefice 

All the churches around the Benefice have now celebrated 
Harvest, with a variety of service styles and traditions. 

Donations of tinned goods 
from all services were 
donated to the Trussel Trust 
Foodbank here in 
Cinderford. We received the 
following note from Paul, 
the Manager of the 
Foodbanks in the Forest. 

“Thank you for the donation of food to the Forest Foodbank.  
This food has been a great addition to our stock meaning 
that we can continue to hand out food to those people who 
are struggling to feed themselves or their family.  It takes far 
more food than you would expect to keep the foodbank 
going.  You may feel that your donation was not a great deal 
but every item counts and it will mean everything to those 
who will be helped. In fact , thanks to the generosity of local 
churches, your donations have helped to make the 
storeroom overflowing. Please pass on the thanks of 
everyone at the foodbank to all of the congregations.  A very 
big thank you indeed.” 

Services at St John’s, St 
Stephen’s and Littledean 
all involved sharing food 
with either a Harvest 
Supper or lunch. At St 
Stephen’s there was also 
a BakeOff based around the service theme of “Fairtrade Hot 
Drinks” with money being raised for the charity Traidcraft 

Exchange. 
Congratulations 
to all the winners 
and well done to 
all those who 
entered, what a 
delicious range 
there was! 

Ann Ladd writes, “An auction of the fresh goods followed our 
Harvest Songs of Praise, conducted by our humorous 
auctioneer Jim, who raised a lot of money (our vicar’s purse 
was depleted but he did end 
up with a lot of produce!). 
Money raised, along with 
collections from both 
Harvest services, were 
shared between ‘Friends at 
Christmas’ and ‘Tearfund’ .” 

More photographs from 
Harvest around the Benefice (including the stunning 
flowers) can be found on our website (http://
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk/gallery/).

http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk/gallery/
http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk/gallery/
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Fairtrade Focus 

Chunky Apple & Raisin Cake recipe from Mothers’ Union 
Wheels Appeal literature 
Ingredients 
Cake: 
115 g (4 oz) butter 
340 g (12 oz) golden caster sugar* 
0.5 tsp vanilla extract 
2 eggs 
340 g (12 oz) plain flour 
1.5 tsp ground cinnamon # 
1 tsp ground nutmeg 
0.5 tsp salt 
0.5 tsp baking soda 
3 large cooking apples (peeled and chopped) 
100 g (3.5 oz) raisins* 

Butterscotch Sauce: 
85 g (3 oz) light brown sugar* 
115 ml (4 oz) double cream 
57 g (2 oz) butter, cubed 

(All starred (*) ingredients are Traidcraft products available at the 
Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s; ingredients marked with a hashtag 
(#) are available as Fairtrade but not from church). 

Method 
1. In a large bowl, cream the butter, sugar and vanilla. 
2. Add eggs, one at a time, beating well. 
3. Combine the flour, cinnamon, nutmeg, salt and 

baking soda; gradually add to creamed mixture and 
mix well. 

4. Stir in apples and raisins. 
5. Spread into a greased 13 inch x 9 inch baking dish. 
6. Bake at 350o or Gas Mark 4 for 40 - 45 minutes or 

until top is lightly browned and springs back when 
touched. 

7. Cool before serving. 
8. To make the sauce, combine the brown sugar and 

butter in a small saucepan, cooking over a medium 
heat until butter is melted. 

9. Gradually add the cream. 
10.Bring to a slow boil over a medium heat, stirring 

constantly. 
11.Remove from the heat and serve with your cake.  

Traidcraft Raisins 
come from South Africa 
and Chile. Eksteenskuil, 
South Africa were the 
world’s first supplier of 
Fairtrade raisins with 
the support of 
Traidcraft. Traidcraft 

have now helped MiFruta in Chile to become the second. 

MiFruta, or the Fruit Growers Society of the Aconcagua 
Valley, was created in 2008 in central Chile with support 
from Traidcraft. It is an organisation of 30 small-scale 
farmers who have about 180 hectares of land between 
them, 94% of which is used to farm grapes. The farms are 
naturally irrigated from the Andes. The farmers’ land is in 
front of the highest mountain in the Andes, Mount 
Aconcagua. 

30% of the farmers’ grape crop are used for raisins. The 
rest are exported as table grapes. Harvest is in February 
for the table grapes and March for the grapes destined for 
raisins. Once dried, the raisins are taken to Redondo SA, a 
small plant where the raisins are separated by size, 
cleaned and packed. 

The founding of MiFruta has cut out the middleman for 
raisin producers in the Aconcagua Valley. More of the 
profits pass directly to the farmers, they have greater 
security and receive better prices for their products. Until 
MiFruta, buyers and exporters in the region had complete 
control over these farmers, paying them very low prices 
for their products (sometimes 6-8 months after 
purchase). Many small farmers in the area had to sell their 
land because it was not possible for them to make enough 
money to survive. 

As part of the process of creating MiFruta workshops 
were developed to train the raisin farmers on Fairtrade. 
These were funded by Traidcraft and an organisation of 
the Chilean government. Traidcraft are now MiFruta's 
biggest customer for Fairtrade raisins! 

Pili is the daughter of Juan Contreras, 
who is a member of MiFruta. 

"It is difficult for small producers to make 
a living from our work here, between the 
middlemen and the banks they have 
taken all our income. Many farmers have 
had to sell their land and move to the city. 
Now, with fair trade I expect my son will 
have access to a better education."

Craft Fayre 

A massive thank you to all who 
came along and supported the 
Craft Fayre at St Stephen’s on 17 
October. It was amazing to see 

the range of products offered by 
incredibly talented local artisans 
and a great chance to kickstart 
Christmas shopping.  
Some of the stallholders will be 
attending the Ladies’ Christmas 

Evening at St Stephen’s 
(Thursday 3 December) and two 
Craft Fayres are planned for next 
year, keep an eye out for more 
details in the New Year!
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Who’s on the Trike? 

Andrew Braddock 
Director, Mission and Ministry 

Gloucester Diocese

Dates for Your Diaries…  

Thursday 3 December - 6.00 pm - 9.00 pm -  
 Ladies’ Christmas Evening at St  
 Stephen’s (pampering, music, food, etc!) 

Thursday 10 December - 7.30 pm -   
 St John’s Christmas Concert 

Tuesday 15 December - 7.00 pm -    
 Looking for the Light Service - 
 St Stephen’s Church 

Wednesday 16 December - 7.00 pm -    
 Shalom Christmas Service - 
 St Stephen’s Church 

Friday 18 December - 7.30 pm -     
 Bilson Carol Concert 

Monday 21 December - 7.30 pm -   
 St Ethelbert’s “Celebration of Christmas” 

Sunday 10 January - 10.30 am -    
 CTiC Covenant Service at Forest High 
 School, Causeway Road 

Seen walking around the Benefice, 
but where? 

Picture 
celebrating 

the mining 
heritage of 
the Forest 

over the 
bakery in 

Cinderford 

I’m in a Benefice church, but where? 

Decorative detail on the organ in St John’s Church.
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Contact Us 

Vicar: Mike Barnsley  
Tel: 01594 822286 

Mobile: 07903 436009 
Email: mike@cinderford-

churches.org.uk 
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday, if you 

need to speak to someone urgently, 
please contact a churchwarden) 

Churchwarden  
at St Ethelbert’s:  

Peter Meredith - 01594 822445  

Churchwardens at St John’s: 
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755 
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197 

Churchwardens  
at St Stephen’s: 

Nick Jones - 01594 825902 
Chris Witham - 01594 719438 

Urgent Prayer Requests – 
Please contact: 

Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291 
Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753 
Mike Barnsley - 01594 822286 

Visit the Benefice Website: 
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk  

Or join us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
cinderfordchurches 

Or follow us on Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/ 

cinderfordcofe 

Editorial Team 
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday 

St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler 
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham and 

Angela Lewis 

If you have anything for the next 
magazine (articles, photographs or 
would like to enquire about placing 

an advert) please contact 
magazine@cinderford-churches.org.uk  

by Sunday 15 November. 

Comments and opinions expressed 
do not necessarily reflect the  
views of the Editors, the PCCs  

or the Vicar of the Benefice.

Ladies’ Christmas Evening - Thursday 3 December 

An evening of pampering, music, food, drinks, shopping and spending 
time together (if you are a lady!) at St Stephen’s Church. We will once 

again be raising money for GDASS (Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse 
Support Service). Tickets for food and drinks are £7, tickets for just 

drinks are £2. There is no charge if you are not eating / drinking.  Come 
along and chat, browse the stalls and do some Christmas shopping as 

well as having your nails done by the wonderful ladies from the 
Powder Puff. The evening runs from 6.00 pm until 9.00 pm; do plan on 

joining us - it would be wonderful to raise as much money as possible 
for this very worthwhile charity.  

For more information or to purchase a ticket, book a table for a stall or 
donate a raffle prize, please contact Rachel Witham 

(mrswitham@gmail.com / 719438). 

St Ethelbert’s Christmas Market 

Please head down to Littledean and St Ethelbert’s Church on Saturday 28 
November from 11.00 am until 1.30 pm for a variety of stalls, cakes, jams & 
marmalades and light lunches. 

St Stephen’s Christmas Fayre  

St Stephen's Christmas Fayre will take place on Saturday 14 November from 
10.30 am until 2.30 pm. There will be a wonderful variety of stalls including 
crafts, toys, toiletries, Fairtrade, homewares, accessories, jams & chutneys 
alongside games for young people (and the young at heart!), light lunches 
and lots of cake! There is no charge for entry. 

If you have anything you would like to donate, please contact Rachel Witham 
(mrswitham@gmail.com / 719438). To make it easier to set up, it would be 
wonderful if all donations could be dropped off by Wed 11 Nov.

mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk
http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mrswitham@gmail.com
mailto:mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk
http://www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/

