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Inside this Month…

Who’s on the Trike?

Reader’s Letter
Dear friends,
“Life is what happens to you while you’re busy making other
plans” – some of you reading this may recognise those words.
They are part of the lyrics which John Lennon sang on the
song ‘Beautiful Boy (Darling Boy)’ from the Double Fantasy
album released in 1980. Possibly many of us can relate to
those words, we are often busy thinking about family issues,
looking out for a better job or a career promotion, where to go
on holiday, the next DIY project but sometimes as we are busy
making those plans, life takes us on a different route and to a
new set of circumstances and before we know it we are off on
a different course altogether.
In some respects life was like that for me, I was busy making other plans, until having
a conversation with Mike Barnsley during the early part of 2012, not long after he
became Vicar of this benefice. We discussed the possibilities of leadership roles
within the benefice and he was encouraging me and others to consider and pray
about putting ourselves forward for selection for training as a licensed Reader. For
me this was another prompt from God through Mike to explore a calling which I felt I
had received some years previously. So, being nudged by God again, during the
summer of 2013, I went through the selection procedure and along with Chris
Witham we were accepted and started the training course in September of that year.
Those ‘other plans’ I was busy making got changed completely. The course is quite
full on and quite challenging especially after a full day working the three hours on a
Thursday evening can sometimes be pretty tiring. However, the teaching and the
meeting up with others from around the diocese, both training to be readers and
also for ordination, has its joys and benefits.
So after three years training, which included, six residential weekends, numerous
formation evenings [at various venues within the diocese], and eight weeks of
placement at another parish the final fourteenth assignment was handed in and the
last review meeting held with my tutor. What a mixture of feelings when I asked my
tutor at that meeting if she was going to recommend me to be licensed and she
looked at me and laughed – an “everything will be okay” sort of laugh. That was midJuly this year and as many of you may know; ‘The Admission and Licensing of
Readers’ service took place at the end of September when Chris and I, along with
others, were admitted as Reader and presented with the blue scarf. It did seem to be
a long time to wait. However, it was worthwhile as the service at Gloucester
Cathedral was a splendid joyous occasion.
Although I used the quote from the Lennon song at the being of this piece I would
not want to give the impression that there is anything spiritual or particularly special
about them – just used as an illustration. We must look to God our heavenly Father
for our guidance and our spiritual wellbeing. If we let God break into our lives He
may well disturb our plans and lead us into new and unexpected places, but that may
bring such delight. I have talked a little about my calling and the training course, but
clearly not all of us are called to do that however, I would encourage you to be open
and receptive to God’s voice in the everyday situations you are in; ask him to speak
to you and see where he might be calling or leading you through life – you may be
wonderfully surprised.
May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. Numbers 6:25
(ESV)
Richard
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Bilson

St Ethelbert’s

St John’s

St Stephen’s

Sun 6 Nov

3.00 pm
FS

10.30 am FS

9.30 am PE

11.00 am HC, JC, WILD
3.00 pm ES

Sun 13 Nov
Remembrance

3.00 pm
RS

10.30 am AoR
@Memorial
10.50 am RS

2.30 pm AoR
@Soudley Memorial

9.30 am RS
11.00 am AoR in Triangle

10.30 am Covenant
Service (JS) @ URC

9.30 am CBE

11.00 am Baptism, JC
3.00 pm CBE

Sun 20 Nov
Sun 27 Nov

3.00 pm
EP

10.30 am MP

9.30 am PE

11.00 am AAW

Sun 4 Dec

3.00 pm
FS

10.30 am FS

9.30 am PE
4.00 pm Advent Carols

11.00 am HC, JC, WILD
3.00 pm Advent Carols

AoR = Act of Remembrance; AAW = All Age Worship; CBE = Communion by Extension; EP = Evening Prayer; ES =
Evensong; FS = Family Service; HC = Holy Communion; HS = Healing Service; JC = Junior Church (preschool up to
Y6); JS = Joint Service; MP = Morning Prayer; MW = Morning Worship; PE = Parish Eucharist; RS = Remembrance
Service; SE = Said Eucharist; WILD = Youth Group (Y7 - Y13).

Midweek Service Times
Wed 2 Nov, 10 am Holy Communion at St Stephen’s
Wed 9 Nov, 10.00 am Holy Communion at St Michael’s
Wed 9 Nov, 7.30 pm Shalom Service at St Stephen’s
Wed 16 Nov, 10.00 am Holy Communion at St Stephen’s
Sat 19 Nov, 10.30 am TORCH service at Hanover Court
Wed 23 Nov, 10.00 am Communion by Extension at St Michael’s
Wed 23 Nov, 7.30 pm Shalom Service at St Stephen’s
Wed 30 Nov, 10.00 am Holy Communion at St John’s
Tue 6 Dec, 2.00 pm Mothers’ Union Advent Service at St Stephen’s
Wed 7 Dec, 10.00 am Holy Communion at St Stephen’s
Wed 7 Dec, 7.30 pm Shalom Christmas Service at St Stephen’s
St Ethelbert’s, Littledean

News & Views

2

Cinderford Churches

November 2016

Mothers’ Union

SHINE Ladies’ Conference

The Deanery Coffee
Morning was held
on Wednesday 5
October. We began
with Communion at 10.00 am followed by coffee and
an opportunity to purchase items from a very full
Bring & Buy stall run by Audrey;
we also ran a raffle organised by
Kate Gale and the light lunches
were provided by the committee.
In all it was a very successful morning raising £320.00
for Mothers’ Union work overseas.
We also provided a
prayer zone together
with information on
the work of the MU
for the SHINE Ladies’
Conference held at St
Stephen’s Church.
Our next meeting will
be on Tuesday 1 November at 2.00 pm. Sian is going
to talk a little bit about chocolate!

Around 60 ladies attended the
Ladies’ Conference over the two
days. This year’s theme was “Boat
Rockers” and various speakers
discussed rocking the boat using
stories of women from the Bible,
women in the community and women around the world.

Agricultural Insurance
Independent AdvIce • competItIve cover
50 YeArs experIence
Are you paying too much for your insurance?
Our team of independent brokers have been arranging
commercial insurance for over 50 years and can provide
cover for large farms of smallholdings of less than 50 acres.
If you’re not satisfied with the cover you have,
pick up the phone and give us a call!
T: 01873 857533 E: info@frball.com
www.frball-insurance.co.uk

News & Views

Women enjoyed the chance to share fellowship between
talks over tea, coffee and cake
along with meals.
There were also
prayer spaces to
spend time in with
various prayer
activities to encourage
prayer in a variety of ways.
After lunch on Saturday,
those present participated in a
chocolate tasting thanks to a
generous donation of chocolate tasting packs from Divine
Chocolate. The jury was out as to which was the best!
There was also an opportunity to get crafty and make a
mixed media picture of a boat on a stormy sea to remind
everyone of what had been talked about. Those who didn’t
want to craft
spent time in
prayer spaces
or just
chatted.
The
conference
definitely
showed how
well we work together as a Benefice with ladies from all
the churches getting
involved with various
aspects and the
Benefice choir
uniting to sing on
Friday night.
See you at SHINE 2017 next October!
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Seen walking around the
Benefice, but where?

Our Partner
Churches

St Ethelbert’s, Littledean, GL14 3NL
Holds a range of services at 10.30 am.
On the 3rd Sunday of each month the
Salvation Army
service alternates between St Eth’s and
Forest of Dean
Littledean URC.
01594 839106
St John’s, Cinderford, GL14 3EX
Our Lady of Victories
9.30 am services in the moderate
Answers can be found on page 11.
Roman Catholic
catholic tradition with a Eucharistic
01594 833173
and sacramental focus.
www.forestrc.co.uk
St Michael’s, Soudley, GL14 2UA
I’m in a Benefice church,
Chapel of Ease in Soudley with a similar
Forest of Dean
but where?
tradition to St John’s. Eucharist on
Community Church
alternate Wednesdays at 10 am.
Inscription reads: In Memory of Pte Hubert Hall of
07975 994224
St Stephen’s, Cinderford, GL14 2AA
Different worship styles at 11 am and
3 pm. 11 am services reflect an
evangelical tradition with a worship
band & children’s and youth activities;
3.00 pm services are traditional (BCP)
with organ. Various midweek services.
Bilson Mission, Cinderford, GL14 2TQ
A tin church, originally built in 1880,
hosting traditional services on three
Sunday afternoons each month at 3 pm.

www.fodcc.org

this Parish who fell in the Great War 1914-18
“Peace at Last”

Cinderford
Methodist Church
01594 825662
Cinderford
Baptist Church
01594 822618
Littledean URC
01452 760271

Answers can be found on page 11.

From the Registers
Weddings
3 Oct Daniel Marsh & Samantha Joyce St Stephen’s
29 Oct Chris Stanley & Claire Hamblett St John’s

Funerals
16 September
30 September
7 October
11 October
24 October

John Wheeler
Barry Jones
Vivien Ford
Harry Little
John Evans

St Stephen’s
FoD Crematorium
FoD Crematorium
FoD Crematorium
FoD Crematorium

An audience with Jim Fisher
Jim is back in Cinderford from the Philippines for
a few weeks. At 6.00pm on Sunday 6 November,
Jim is going to be at St Stephen's showing us some
photos and sharing thoughts and reflections on
the variety of ministries he undertakes with Adalia
(Dal) in The Philippines. All are invited to come
and listen to Jim, ask some questions, and learn
some more about what he and Dal are doing and
how we can support them in prayer.
News & Views
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Harvest at St Stephen’s
Harvest was celebrated at St
Stephen’s on Sunday 25
September and focussed on
Jesus being the “Bread of Life.”
This theme was explored further with children from Forest
View School during a visit to the church a few weeks later to
talk about Harvest and the Harvest service at St Stephen’s.
Windows were decorated
with verses from the Bible
that mentioned food, a
collection of tinned goods
and non-perishables was
taken for the Forest
Foodbank and lots of cakes
were judged and then eaten
as part of the Harvest
BakeOff. Congratulations to
Rosie, Martine and Karen
for their winning entries!

Littledean Church of England Primary
School
House Captains Earlier this term we

News & Views

voted to elect our House Captains for each
of the houses in the school: Badgers, Foxes,
Hedgehogs and Squirrels. All of the
nominees gave fantastic speeches which
they worked very hard to write. Miss Grey
produced this detailed display of the Houses
of Parliament for us to display our
speeches and also the photographs
of our newly elected House Captains
– we are sure they will do an amazing
job representing our views.
Values for Life At the beginning of
the term we worked with Rachel
Shilston, a local artist, to develop
textile wall hangings reflecting the
values that we think are important.
All of the children in the school
contributed towards making them;
we think they look fabulous and we
are very proud of them and what
they represent.
5
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Activity and Event Times
Mothers’ Union at St Stephen’s
Tuesday 1 November, 2.00 pm
people@prayer at The Vicarage
Wednesday 2, 16 and 30 November - 7.00 pm - 7.45 pm
Bible Study at The Vicarage
Wednesday 2, 16 and 30 November - 8.00 pm - 9.00 pm
St Stephen’s Christmas Fayre
Saturday 5 November - 10.30 am - 2.30 pm
An Audience with Jim Fisher at St Stephen’s
Sunday 6 November - 6.00 pm
BoB Breakfast at The Witham’s (6 Greenhill Close)
Saturday 19 November - 9.00 am - 10.00 am
St Ethelbert’s Christmas Market
Saturday 26 November - 11.00 am - 1.30 pm
Fellowship Lunch at St Stephen’s
Sunday 27 November - 12.30 pm
Ladies’ Christmas Evening at St Stephen’s
Tuesday 29 November - 6.00 pm - 9.00 pm
Mothers’ Union Advent Service at St Stephen’s Tuesday 6 December - 2.00 pm
Wreath Making Workshop at St Stephen’s
Friday 9 December - 10.30 am - 1.00 pm

Weekly Activities
Monday: 7.00 pm - 8.45 pm Bellringing, St Ethelbert’s Church (not on the first Monday of the month)
- Group to practice ringing for Sunday services. (Bells rung on a Sunday from 9.45 am - 10.30 am)
Tuesday: 10.30 am Pause for Prayer, DoubleView Villa, Littledean Hill Road
- Group meeting to pray for the needs of the church, community and mission partners
2.00 pm Craft & A Cuppa, St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time, not on first Tuesday of the month)
- Craft group where members bring along their own craft and share fellowship
Friday: 10.00 am Coffee Morning, St Stephen’s Church
- Chance to meet for fellowship and enjoy some Fairtrade tea and coffee
5.00 pm - 6.00 pm F.A.N. Club (Years 1-6), (taking a break over the winter; will restart in Spring time)
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm SMILE (girls, Year 7+), The Bradley’s (23 Woodside Street) (meets during term time)
- Youth group for girls in secondary school with food, games and activities
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm IF (boys, Year 7+), St Stephen’s Church (meets during term time)
- Youth group for boys in secondary school with food, games and activities
Sunday: 7.00pm WILDER (Year 9+), The Vicarage (Sunday 26 November)
- Chance for the older half of the youth group to discuss the ‘big issues’ over food.

Christmas Fayre

St Stephen’s Christmas Fayre
Saturday 5 November
10.30am - 2.30pm

Craft
Toys
Gifts
Rafﬂe
Games
Cakes

Toiletries
Mince Pies
Homeware
Fairtrade
Bacon Rolls
Accessories

News & Views

Wine or Whine
Fruit & Veg
Jacket Potatoes
Jams & Chutneys
Fairtrade Tea & Coffee
And much much more!

St Stephen’s Church
Belle Vue Road
Cinderford
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk

On Saturday 5 November, from
10.30 am - 2.30 pm, St Stephen’s
Church will once again be filled
with stalls selling a wide range of
items, from fruit and veg to
Christmas decorations, handbags
to toys and much much more!
There will be games for children
and young people, lunches, cakes
and Fairtrade teas/coffees. Plus a
raffle with wonderful hampers!
Free entry and a very warm
welcome to all!
If you have any items to donate,
please contact Rachel
(mrswitham@gmail.com /
719438) or bring along to St
Stephen’s. It would be wonderful
to have items by Wed 2 November
to help fully organise the event. 6
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Reader Licensing

Mike’s Question:

On Saturday 24 September, many from
around the Benefice headed to the
Cathedral for a special service for the
licensing of readers. This year, Richard
Blagg and Chris Witham were licensed
by Bishop Rachel to work as Lay
Readers in the Benefice of Cinderford
with Littledean.

What is John the Baptist called in
John's Gospel and why?

If you haven’t come across them already, they join Linda Blagg, Lynne
Chaundy and Eunice Wilson as licensed readers and are able to lead
services, preach and take funerals. Although not clear in black and white
photos, readers wear blue scarves, whilst clergy can wear a variety of
colours (in the picture below Mike and Anthea are wearing red.)
After the Cathedral service, a celebration was held at St Stephen’s to mark
the achievement and all the hard work that has been put in by Richard and
Chris during training over the last three years.

Mike’s Challenge:
My challenge this month is to
undertake the Bible Society’s
Advent Challenge, which challenges
participants to do a small, practical
act of kindness every day, to share
goodwill and make a difference in
this season of Advent.
Advent starts on 27 November this
year. Visit adventchallenge.org.uk
for information or to register.
Let me know if you take up the
challenge!
Answers will be in next month’s
“News & Views” but please do
discuss with Mike in the meantime!

Answers to last month’s?’s:

(picture shows from left to right: Lynne Chaundy, Linda Blagg, Rev Mike Barnsley,
Rev Anthea Beresford, Chris Witham, Richard Blagg)

Other than in the lists in Matthew,
Mark and Luke, we hear about the
Apostles (other than Simon Peter,
James, John, and Judas Iscariot) in
the Gospels as follows: Andrew
(Matthew 4:18, Mark 1:16, 29, 13:3,
John 1:40 , 44, 6:8, 12:22), Philip
(John 1:43-48, 6:5-7, 12:21-22,
14:8-9), Nathanael (John 1:45-49,
21:2), Thomas (John 11:16, 14:5,
20:24-28, 21:2), and Matthew
(Matthew 9:9).

Wreath Making

News & Views

If you would like to make a
Christmas wreath for your door or
for a loved one’s grave, there will
be a wreath making workshop at St
Stephen’s on Friday 9 December
from 10.30 am till 1.00 pm (it will
not take that long to make one
wreath, but gives people chance to
drop in and out or make several).
There will be a cost of £5 per
wreath for materials. If you have
any particular decorations or
ribbons you would like to include,
please bring them along.
If you know you are coming, please
let Rachel know (719438) so there
are definitely enough materials.
7
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Getting to Know You … with Andy Cole
Favourite ice-cream flavour? Mint choc-chip.
Favourite season? Autumn.
Favourite item of clothing? Padded cycling shorts.
Favourite colour? Black; it’s very flattering.
Favourite actor/actress? Richard Ayoade.
Favourite film? Hot Fuzz.
Favourite hymn or church song? In Christ Alone.
Favourite Church Building? Got to be St Stephen’s, but
that’s because of the people in it!
Favourite flower or tree? Oak tree.
Are you a cat person or a dog person? Either!
First job? Delivering the Review all the way down the High Street.
Favourite book? Anything by Terry Pratchett; probably Soul Music or Mort.
Worst job you’ve done? Shovelling sheep poo on Cinderford industrial estate.
Favourite food & drink? Chicken, ham and mushroom pie. I’m loving Brewdog Punk
IPA as a drink at the moment.
What was your best holiday? Florida with Kate, Laura and the nephews.
What would be your ideal holiday? A beach, a bar, plenty of sun and an endless
supply of books. With Kate, obviously!
Earliest memory? My sister falling off the rocking horse. I didn’t push her!
Where would you most like to be right now? See ‘ideal holiday’ above!
Most embarrassing moment? Throwing up on a crowded Japanese train.
When were you happiest? Is Kate reading this? October 7 2000, obviously.
What would your superpower be? Fixing technology purely by looking at it…
What four people (dead or alive) would you invite to a dinner party? Paul Hollywood,
Mary Berry, Mel and Sue before they all go their own separate ways.
First car (and did it have a name)? A powder blue ex-gas board
Bedford HA van. Yes, it had a name…
Which living person do you most admire? Desmond Tutu.
If you could have any car in the world, what would it be? An updated
Chitty-Chitty-Bang-Bang might be fun.
Would you prefer to live in a big city or small village? Small village.
Favourite TV programme? Got a few I can’t miss; Big Bang Theory,
The Walking Dead, Game of Thrones.
What do you owe your parents? All of my wonderful qualities! And
an underlying sense of modesty…
If you could go back in time, where would you go, and why? Hmm,
would rather go forwards in time to see how we move on
technologically, socially and if we’ve learned from the past. Maybe
100 years ahead.
If you could choose your own first name, what would it be and why?
Andy, thanks very much.
Favourite place to eat out? Not fussy, but best meal was in an
Outback restaurant in Orlando. Broccoli rolled in sugar?! Genius!
Favourite building? Doune Castle where Monty Python and the
Holy Grail was filmed; there’s an audio tour by Terry Jones.
Favourite family memory? Sitting on a beach in the rain because we
were on holiday and that’s what you do.
Favourite place to go shopping? Doesn’t exist! Would have to be
Amazon as I don’t actually have to go out…
If you could be any animal, what would you be and why? A kakapo for
sheer entertainment value.
Best job you’ve ever had? Network Manager at Dene Magna!
Most treasured possession? Any of my bikes.
Favourite joke? To put in a church magazine?! Two parrots sat on a
perch; one asks the other: “Can you smell fish?”
News & Views
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Lectionary
30 October / 2 November (All Souls)
Philippians 2:12-18
Psalm 27:1-5
Luke 14:25-33
6 November (3rd Sunday before
Advent)
Job 19:23-27a
Psalm 17:1-8
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-end
Luke 20:27-38
13 November (Remembrance Sunday)
Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Luke 21:5-19
20 November (Christ the King)
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20 Luke 23:33-43
27 November (1st Sunday of Advent)
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
4 December (2nd Sunday of Advent)
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7,18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
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Ladies’ Christmas Evening - Tue 29 Nov
The Ladies’ Christmas Evening will be raising funds for GDASS
(Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Support Service). This is an
evening for ladies only; with a range of stalls for Christmas
shopping, raffle, nails by the wonderful ladies from the
PowderPuff along with food and drink.
If you’d like to purchase a ticket for food and/or drink, please
contact Rachel (719438 / mrswitham@gmail.com) Tickets are
£7 for food and drink, or £2 for drinks only. Tickets can be
purchased on the night but it would very much help for
catering purposes if you can book ahead.
Please do come along and support this event and help raise
money for a local and very worthwhile cause.

Tuesday 29 November
6.00pm - 9.00pm
St Stephen’s Church
Please pray for:

Live Music

• Bishop Rachel
• Robert, Bishop-designate of Tewkesbury
• those who have recently been bereaved
Craft, Fairtrade & Gift Stalls • anyone who is unwell
• others around the Benefice who need prayer
• Mike; in his ministry around the Benefice
Pampering
• Anthea; in her ministry as deacon
Nails by the PowderPuff
• Chris, Eunice, Linda, Lynne and Richard; our
Licensed Readers
Free Entry
All money raised for
£7 for food & drinks
Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse • Jim and Adalia Fisher, in the Philippines; Jim’s
time back in the UK visiting with family and
£2 for drinks
Support Service Welfare Fund
friends
Contact Rachel (719438) or Sian (822286)
• Felipe and Sarah Yanez (CMS partners in Spain)
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
and their sons Sam and Aaron
Craft Fayre
• Cinderford Street Pastors
• children, young people and their leaders
A big thank you to all
• Daniel & Samantha; Chris & Claire; married in
who helped make the
recent Craft Fayre at St
October
Stephen’s a big success,
• comfort for those remembering lost loved ones
from the range of
• peace for those with loved ones serving in areas
amazing stallholders, all
of conflict today
those who helped and the many many people who came along! It was
• all those who have served and are currently
a great event and wonderful to see so many people turn out to
serving in our armed forces
support local artisans from around the Forest.
The next Craft Fayre will take place in May 2017.
• all involved with checking and transporting
News & Views
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts
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Fairtrade Focus
The story of Get Paper Industries (GPI) in Nepal is a
brilliant example of how a fair trade co-operative looks
after its employees and the environment at the same time.
GPI is based on the outskirts of Kathmandu and was
established by Milan Bhattarai in 1985 as a family
business producing handmade paper products from
cotton and paper waste. GPI is one of Traidcraft’s longeststanding producers and supplier of handmade paper
products, such as wrapping paper, cards and felt.
At GPI, there is true commitment to the organisation and
its mission from everyone who works there. It’s true that
they are paid well, but that’s part of being a fair trade
organisation, the fruits of everyone’s labour is shared; but
there’s more than that at GPI. There are various
committees that are democratically elected and these
committees are populated by the workers. There’s a
management committee, a finance committee and a
seasonal workers committee and these committees make
real decisions. There are frequent meetings involving all
of the staff and the managers where open and democratic
decisions are made.
GPI is more than just a democratically run business. Four
per cent of all of its invoices are given to GWP, General
Welfare Prathisthan, a development charity running
projects in Nepal directed at education, primarily girls’
education, especially in the areas of AIDS and HIV and
Human Trafficking. Trafficking is sadly a major problem in
Nepal with as many as an estimated 15,000 women sold
and trafficked out of Nepal every year (which is,
shockingly, around 41 women and girls a day!).
This education work is commonly done via GWP’s
network of women’s self help groups which organise
saving and loan schemes as well as education programs.
The schemes in and around the town of Hetauda, for
example, provide a drop in centre and health clinic for sex
workers and their clients. They also support women
entrepreneurs setting up their own businesses through
access to the saving and loans groups.
The women’s groups also work to raise awareness of the
problem of human trafficking. GWP has set up a felt
workshop in Hetauda, where women who have either
been trafficked or who are at risk of being trafficked can
find employment and Traidcraft are helping to fund this
work. Felt is an important craft business in Nepal and
Traidcraft are working to find them new markets so that
work can be provided all year round to the women and
the women can take control of more and more of the
business, learning new skills and earning a better income.
As well as donating a percentage of their turnover to their
sister charity GWP, GPI also fund their own local
community initiatives; such as the school just up the hill
from the workshops.
News & Views

Rachel - 719438
Built and supported by GPI, the school provides classes
for the young children of cooperative members and
others in the local community with a special focus on girls
as part of a ‘send your daughter to school’ campaign.
Every purchase you make from Traidcraft, helps to fund
fair trade co-operative’s like GPI around the world. Your
purchases make a real difference to the lives of real
people.
There are various products from GPI currently available
from the Fairtrade stall at St Stephen’s, including
notebooks, wrapping paper, felt nativities and felt purses.
There are also a variety of other items from GPI available
to order in the catalogue.
If you have any questions, would like a catalogue or would
like to know more about GPI or Traidcraft please contact
Rachel Witham (mrswitham@gmail.com / 719438).
Traidcraft staff are hosting a Traidcraft Roadshow at St
Stephen’s on Wednesday 9 November from 10 am - 4 pm.
There will be lots more information about the work of
Traidcraft around the world, especially in Nepal, along
with the range from the catalogue on display and available
to order through Rachel. Places need to be booked in
advance. Please get in touch with Rachel (details above).
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I’m in a Benefice church,
but where?
Commemorative
chair in Bilson
Mission Church.

Seen walking
around the
Benefice, but
where?
New plaque on the
base of the Cinderford
War Memorial
remembering Private
Jackson, Private Lewis
and Private Taylor.

Who’s on the Trike?

Littledean Harvest
September seems a long time ago but our Harvest Sunday was after the
October magazine's deadline.
We had a very enjoyable morning service taken by Rev. Norman
Whittaker which was well attended. We were very concerned about the
number of people coming to our Bring and Share Harvest Supper as we
had people away and quite a few people ill. However it turned out really
well. We were very grateful to the many people from St Stephen’s who
joined us for the lovely Songs of Praise at the URC taken by Pat and
Eunice. An auction followed and £128 was raised (thanks to those who
generously supported the sale). The amount raised was increased from
Littledean Churches' Account so £100 pounds has been sent to both
Tearfund and Gloucester City Mission.
The evening ended with an enjoyable supper and us 'oldies' are very
grateful to the younger Salvation Army ladies who did all the clearing up.
Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way.
- Ann Ladd

Dates for Your Diaries…

Mark Harper
Forest of Dean MP
who recently attended the
Community Prayer Breakfast
at St Stephen’s Church
News & Views

Sun 4 Dec - 3.00 pm Advent Carols at St Stephen’s
Sun 4 Dec - 4.00 pm Advent Carols at St John’s
Wed 7 Dec - 7.30 pm Shalom Christmas Service at St Stephen’s Church
Sun 11 Dec - 3.00 pm Christmas Concert at St John’s
Sun 11 Dec - 7.00 pm Healing Service at St Stephen’s
Wed 14 Dec - 7.00 pm Looking for the Light Service at St Stephen’s
Fri 16 Dec - 7.30 pm Christmas Carol Concert at Bilson
Sun 18 Dec - 4.00 pm Christingle at St Stephen’s
Sun 18 Dec - 6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight at St Stephen’s
Mon 19 Dec - 7.30 pm A Celebration of Christmas at St Ethelbert’s
Sat 24 Dec - 4.00 pm Christingle at St John’s
Sat 24 Dec - 10.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion at St John’s
Sat 24 Dec - 11.30 pm Christmas Eve Communion at St Stephen’s
11

Cinderford Churches

Contact Us
Vicar: Mike Barnsley
01594 822286
07903 436009
mike@cinderford-churches.org.uk
(Mike’s regular day off is Monday,
if you need to speak to someone urgently,
please contact a churchwarden)

Assistant Curate: Anthea Beresford
01594 822396
anthea@cinderford-churches.org.uk

November 2016

Quarter Peal
A quarter peal of 1260 Stedman Triples was rung as a
thanksgiving for the life of David Burt. David was a valued
member of the Littledean band. The quarter was rung by the
Sunday service ringers at Littledean.
Ringers from back
left to right:

Chris Meads (4)
Jack Long (5)
Richard Blagg (8)
(Anthea has a full-time job and her regular
Will Ruck (6)
church day off is Saturday. Please phone /
email and she will respond as soon as possible) Steve Coleman (1C)

Churchwarden at St Ethelbert’s:
Peter Meredith - 01594 822445
Churchwardens at St John’s:
Evelyn Smith - 01594 822755
Chris Taylor - 01594 824197
Churchwardens at St Stephen’s:
Nick Jones - 01594 825902
Chris Witham - 01594 719438
Urgent Prayer Requests –
Sian Barnsley - 07932 193291
Eunice Wilson - 01594 826753
Mike Barnsley - 07903 436009
Benefice Safeguarding Officer:
Karen Jones - 01594 825902
safeguarding@cinderford-churches.org.uk

Front row:
Linda Blagg (2)
Tom Edgeworth (7)
Sue Coleman (3)
* The numbers denote which bell the person rang and the C denotes
the person who conducted.

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes

The first of two packing parties
was held at St Stephen’s on
Thursday 6 October, where
nearly 90 shoeboxes were packed
full of gifts for children overseas!
The second packing party is to be held the week of the
magazine going to print, so more on that next month.
Visit the Benefice Website:
Thank you to all who have contributed to the
www.cinderford-churches.org.uk
shoeboxes through gifts each month or financially
Or join us on Facebook:
supporting the transport costs. The support from the
www.facebook.com/cinderfordchurches community has been wonderful! Each box was packed with a card,
Or follow us on Twitter:
lovingly handmade by Sandra, wishing the receiver a wonderful
www.twitter.com/cinderfordcofe
Christmas from the communities of Cinderford and Littledean.
Or find us on Instagram:
Shoeboxes will be checked at a centre in Lydney, to make sure they meet
www.instagram.com/cinderfordchurches/ customs requirements for the receiving country (countries), before
being sent around the world.
Editorial Team
If you have any questions about OCC or sending in your own box, please
St John’s - Ann & John Holliday
get in touch with Rachel (719438) or Eunice (826753) and keep an eye
St Eth’s - Maureen Wheeler
out for our collections again next year. Thank you!!
St Stephen’s - Rachel Witham
If you have anything for the next magazine
(articles, photographs) or would like to
enquire about placing an advert please
contact magazine@cinderfordchurches.org.uk by Tuesday 15 November.
Comments and opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect the views
of the Editors, the PCCs or
the Vicar of the Benefice.
News & Views

12

